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Offering to Srila Prabhupada 
from Giriraj Swami

How Shall I Take Shelter of One More Merciful Than You?

My dear Srila Prabhupada,

Please accept my prostrated obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace and to your 
sublime mercy.

Srimad-Bhagavatam, Canto Three, Chapter Two, verse 23 is very significant. Not only is the verse beautiful, 
but it also has historical significance, because when after sixteen years Sukadeva Gosvami came out of the 
womb, he left home immediately, and his father, Srila Vyasadeva, followed him into the forest. And when 
Vyasadeva came close enough to his son for Sukadeva to hear, he recited two verses from Srimad-Bhagavatam, 
one describing Krishna’s beauty, from the Tenth Canto, and one—this verse—describing Krishna’s mercy. 

When Sukadeva Gosvami heard these two verses—the one describing Krishna’s mercy and the one describing 
Krishna’s beauty—he became attracted. Although liberated, he became attracted by Krishna’s transcendental 
qualities, and he came back to hear Srimad-Bhagavatam from his father.

I quote this verse today because it reminds me of you—how shall I take shelter of one more merciful than 
you?

aho baki yam stana-kala-kutam
jighamsayapayayad apy asadhvi

lebhe gatim dhatry-ucitam tato ’nyam
kam va dayalum saranam vrajema

TRANSLATION

Alas, how shall I take shelter of one more merciful than Him [Lord Krishna] who granted the position of 
mother to the she-demon Putana although she was faithless and had prepared deadly poison to be sucked 
from her breast?

PURPORT  

Here is an example of the extreme mercy of the Lord, even to His enemy. It is said that a noble man accepts 
the good qualities of a person of doubtful character, just as one accepts nectar from a stock of poison. In 
His babyhood, the Lord was administered deadly poison by Putana, a she-demon who tried to kill the 
wonderful baby. And because she was a demon, it was impossible for her to know that the Supreme Lord, 
even though playing the part of a baby, was no one less than the Supreme Personality of Godhead. His value 
as the Supreme Lord did not diminish upon His becoming a baby to please His devotee Yasoda. The Lord 
may assume the form of a baby or a shape other than that of a human being, but it doesn’t make the slightest 
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difference: He is always the same Supreme. A living creature, however powerful he may become by dint of 
severe penance, can never become equal to the Supreme Lord.

Lord Krsna accepted the motherhood of Putana because she pretended to be an affectionate mother, allowing 
Krsna to suck her breast. The Lord accepts the least qualification of the living entity and awards him the 
highest reward. That is the standard of His character. Therefore, who but the Lord can be the ultimate shelter? 

The Lord is absolute. He is all good for everyone, and He is neutral toward everyone. He is always thinking 
of how to do good for others. So even if one approaches Him as an enemy, He will try to do good for the 
person, as in the case of Putana. Although she came to kill Krishna by administering poison from her breast, 
He elevated her to the position of a nurse, like a mother, in the spiritual world. And merciful as He is, you 
are even more merciful.

You said that it is a mark of a good man that he sees the good side, not the bad side, of others. You gave 
the example of your guru maharaja, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta had a 
disciple named Kunjabihari dasa—people used to call him Kunja Babu—who, you said, came to do business 
with your guru maharaja, to profit personally from his relationship with him and from his service in the 
Gaudiya Math. But you said that your guru maharaja didn’t focus on Kunja’s dark side, that he was coming 
to make business, but on his bright side, that he was coming to offer service.

In your conversation with Bob Cohen on February 28, 1972, in Mayapur, you said, “Putana Raksasi—she 
offered Krishna poison. But Krishna is so nice that He thought, ‘She took Me as My mother,’ so He took the 
poison and delivered her. Krishna does not take the bad side. A good man does not take the bad side—he 
takes only the good side. Just like one of my big godbrothers—he wanted to make business with my guru 
maharaja, but my guru maharaja did not take the bad side. He took the good side. He thought, ‘He has come 
forward to give me some service.’ ” 

So, this verse reminds me of you: How shall I take shelter of one more merciful than Your Divine Grace? 
There was no one more merciful than you. Lord Nityananda is most merciful, and you manifested the same 
quality of mercy as Nityananda Prabhu. 

In Bombay you received a phone call from the temple president in Calcutta, who reported that one of your 
earliest disciples from America had come to Calcutta and was smoking ganja, marijuana, and asked what to 
do. You instructed your secretary to relay your response: “Tell him that if he doesn’t stop smoking ganja I will 
reject him.” Afterwards, Tamal Krishna Goswami asked, “Is it true that if he doesn’t stop smoking ganja you 
will reject him?” And you said, “No—I cannot reject anyone. The mercy of Lord Nityananda has no limit.”

Then, maybe two years later, we were in Juhu, and you had a disciple who fell into bad company and was 
living on Juhu Beach with a bogus, so-called yogi and doing tricks. He was putting a coin in one ear and then 
making it come out the other—different strange things to collect money—and he was known as your disciple 
and as a member of ISKCON. So, Tamal Krishna Goswami approached you and said, “This is happening, 
and he is giving you a bad name and giving ISKCON a bad name. You should reject him.” 

And again you replied, “I cannot reject anyone.” 

Tamal Krishna Goswami asked, “But don’t you have to draw the line somewhere?” 
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And again you said, “The mercy of Lord Nityananda has no limits.” 

Srila Prabhupada, you are the manifest representative of Lord Nityananda Prabhu, and your forgiveness is 
like His. How shall I take shelter of one more merciful than you?

Another, similar quality of yours is that you were always willing to give someone a chance to take up Krishna 
consciousness. Around 1976 a strange man with a PhD came to the Juhu temple and said he wanted to join, 
and you invited him to stay upstairs with your personal staff, in the flat adjoining yours. And you spent quite 
a bit of time with him. Hamsaduta Prabhu was visiting at the time, and he told you, “Prabhupada, you are 
just wasting your time with this man. He is never going to amount to anything.” But you kept spending time 
with him. And in the end, the man left; he never did amount to anything. But when Hamsaduta mentioned 
that to you—“I could see that he never was going to amount to anything”—you replied, “I wanted to give 
him a chance.” 

Another person whom you encouraged was Dr. C. P. Patel, who would almost always accompany you on 
your morning walks on Juhu Beach. You had a friendly relationship with him, but Dr. Patel would sometimes 
speak like a Mayavadi. You would accuse him, “You are a Mayavadi!” and Dr. Patel would reply, “No sir, I am 
a Vaishnava, a pure Vaishnava.”

One morning Dr. Patel and you had a huge argument. Dr. Patel would bring up different so-called holy men 
of India, and if they were not up to standard, you would criticize them. So, one morning you were criticizing 
one of Dr. Patel’s favorite revered so-called saints of India, and Dr. Patel and you had a huge argument. He 
raised his voice to you, and you raised your voice to him—the two of you were literally shouting at each 
other. And Dr. Patel’s friends, his cronies, were trying to pull him away, saying, “Don’t upset Swamiji; he has 
a heart condition.” And eventually they pulled him away.

Back at Hare Krishna Land, Tamal Krishna Goswami approached you in your room and asked, “What is Dr. 
Patel’s position? Is he a Vaishnava or a Mayavadi, an impersonalist?” 

In response, you told a story about a man who could speak many languages. In whatever language people 
addressed him, he would respond fluently. No one could figure out where the man was actually from.
 
After much discussion, a neighbor said, “I will find out.” So, one day, when the man was preoccupied, the 
neighbor came up behind him and gave him a big whack. And when the man started to curse in his native 
tongue, his origin was disclosed. 

“Dr. Patel is like that,” Prabhupada said. “He can speak very expertly. He can sound like a devotee, sound like 
a Vaishnava, sound like a Mayavadi, sound like anything. But when I gave a slap where it really hurt—this 
so-called saintly person that he revered—his real language came out.” 

“So, why do you put up with him?” Tamal Krishna asked. “He is so offensive.” 

“It is our duty to engage everyone,” you said. You wanted to give Dr. Patel a chance. And as the years passed, 
Dr. Patel developed great affection for you, and after you left this world he wrote a beautiful article for Back 
to Godhead about his relationship with you. The article was titled “My Life’s Most Precious Moments,” with 
the subtitle “A Bombay doctor wins the title ‘big fool’ and loves it”—because you would always call Dr. Patel 
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a mudha. You would say, “I am not saying—Krishna is saying: na mam duskrtino mudhah.” [Anyone who 
doesn’t surrender to Krishna is a mudha, fool.]

So, how shall I take shelter of one more merciful than you? Your Divine Grace had so many wonderful 
qualities, but your most significant quality, for us especially, was your extreme mercifulness.

You had a good friend in Bombay named Bhogilal Patel, who was extremely pious. The first devotee to 
meet him was Gargamuni, and when Gargamuni was explaining your work, Bhogilal wept profuse tears of 
appreciation. 

One day some years later, Bhogilal Patel came to meet you in your flat at the back of Hare Krishna Land. I 
had a close relationship with Seth Bhogilal, so I brought him up to meet you. The two of you were talking 
and, as is natural in a conversation, when you were speaking I would look at you, and when Bhogilal was 
speaking I would look at him. But at one point, while Bhogilal was speaking I looked at you, which you 
were not expecting, and I saw that you were looking at me with such love and affection, like a father or a 
grandfather (by age, you were more like my grandfather). I was surprised that you were looking at me with 
so much love. But as soon as you saw me looking at you, you changed your expression and became very 
grave and serious. I think it was some special mercy that I got a glimpse of how much love you had for us, 
which you didn’t usually show very openly. Your love for us was manifest in your care for us and your giving 
us the knowledge of Krishna consciousness and engaging us in Krishna’s service.

You were very reserved about touching people, including even disciples. In 1971 in Gorakhpur, as guests of 
Hanuman Prasad Poddar of Gita Press, we were staying in his large estate, Sri Krishna Niketan, which had 
previously been his personal residence.

You were traveling with your small Radha-Krishna Deities, and you wanted to establish an altar for Them in 
Sri Krishna Niketan. You wanted some foliage for the altar, so you sent a couple of devotees, including me, 
to collect some. I went out to a thicket and was collecting branches with leaves. I wasn’t tearing them live—I 
was looking for branches and leaves that had fallen. I just kept going deeper into the woods and collecting 
more and more foliage, and eventually I had a huge bundle, as much as I could possibly carry. 

So, I lugged the bundle back to Sri Krishna Niketan and up the stairs, and when I reached the temple 
room you were there and the altar was being set up. I just dropped the bundle on the floor and offered my 
obeisances. And while I was on the floor, you patted me on the back. It was one of the only times—maybe 
the only time—that you physically touched me. I looked up and saw you smiling broadly. I didn’t know if 
you even needed any more foliage, but you were pleased by my effort. 

Again I ask: Srila Prabhupada, how shall I take shelter of one more merciful than you?

Thank you for your ongoing causeless mercy, which, like Nityananda Prabhu’s, has no limit.

I pray to serve your merciful lotus feet eternally, and in doing so, share your sublime mercy with others.
Hare Krishna.

Your eternal servant,
Giriraj Swami
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We have to stay absorbed in chanting and 
hearing about Krishna. As long as we do, we 

are on the liberated platform, and if we maintain 
that effort, even if we are not always succcessful, we 
will be Krishna conscious and Srila Prabhupada 
will take us back home back to Godhead. - Giriraj 
Swami, April 4, 2010, Los Angeles
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Homages from Disciples 
Friends, and Well-Wishers
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Vyasa Puja Offering to Giriraj Maharaja 2021

Serving Together

My dearest friend, advisor and close associate, Giriraj Swami,

Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Like many thousands of others around the world, you are in my thoughts and prayers on this special day. 
We all miss you, we all love you and we all hanker for your association. But with all due respect, I think I 
miss you most, love you most, and hanker for your association most of all.

Maybe that is simply because we’ve been friends for such a long time and our friendship has matured with 
age. I met a friend from high school the other day who, like me, has been on lockdown for a year and a half 
here in India. He remarked that with age one has more confidence, is slower to judge, values things more, 
and learns to let go of things one cannot change. Then he smiled and said, “And one wears his wrinkles 
with pride.”

I nodded my head at those little snippets of logic and reasoning, but with your Vyasa-puja just around 
the corner, my friendship with you came to mind and I thought, “But in our lives as devotees in Krishna 
consciousness, the very best thing about growing old is sharing with our godbrothers and godsisters the 
realizations we’ve gained from fifty years of service together.”

Such realizations are hard earned and do not come easily. To conquer over the material energy and rise to 
the stage of always remembering Krishna and never forgetting Him takes great effort and determination. 
But when we are successful, even in the smallest of ways, it becomes a great victory and we want to shout 
out to our godbrothers and godsisters, saying: “I did it and so can you!”

My dear Maharaja, your whole life in Krishna consciousness has been such a statement to me, beginning 
with your extraordinary love for Srila Prabhupada, and from there, extending out to include your deep, 
enlightening Krishna conscious stream of lectures; your enthusiasm for chanting the holy names; your 
steadiness in all situations—favorable or not—your appreciation for your godbrothers, godsisters and 
each of your disciples; and now in your later years, the numerous books you have written and published—
especially, if I might remark, your magnum opus: I’ll Build You a Temple – The Juhu Story. A magnum 
opus is the greatest achievement of an artist or writer—their masterpiece! You, my dear Maharaja, have 
managed to accomplish all of the aforementioned and more, and I am inspired, thinking that one day I 
can too!

What a wonderful life we have lived as Srila Prabhupada’s disciples, carrying on his mission as best we can 
in our different ways—all culminating in one great offering to his lotus feet. 

The sun is gradually setting on the horizon of our lives and we naturally think of what lies beyond. But I, 
for one, have full faith that it will be a natural progression from what we have been doing in our present 
lives all along: chanting, dancing, feasting, sharing our good fortune with others, and visiting the holy 
dhamas. That being said, it would mean nothing without the deep loving relationships we have with those 
we have come to hold most dear.  
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So on this day, so full of grace, I pray that I may always serve alongside you, for your heart’s desire will 
take you to be with Srila Prabhupada and his family of devotees. There is no other place in this world, or 
the next, where I would wish to be! 

Always by your side, your friend for now and forevermore,
Indradyumna Swami
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Vyasa-puja Appreciation
His Holiness Partha Sarathi Das Goswami

September 24, 2021
(Transcribed)

I have been invited to say something on this auspicious day of the divine appearance of His Divine Grace 
Srila Giriraj Maharaja. Whenever I get the opportunity to glorify a godbrother, godsister, or any Vaishnava, 
it is a great privilege for me. 

The Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi 12.92) states, yan-saba-smarane pai caitanya-carana. Pai means “I get”—
the mercy of Lord Chaitanya. Yan-saba-smarane. Simply by smaranam, simply by remembering them—
yan-saba-smarane pai caitanya-carana. 

Yan-saba-smarane haya vanchita purana—all obstacles are removed. Andyan-saba-smarane bhava-
bandha-vimocana: one can get relief from material entanglements simply by remembering the great 
devotees. Simply by repeating their names, one can become purified, and if one is sincere, one can attain 
prema, love of God. 

So, thinking of Srila Giriraj Maharaja, repeating his name, and thinking of his activities, is very purifying 
for a conditioned soul like me.

I first got to associate with Srila Giriraj Maharaja in 1982, possibly 1983, when he was assisting Bhagavan 
Maharaja, who at that time was the GBC for South Africa. 

Bhagavan asked him to become the national secretary for South Africa, and that’s when he got involved 
in the South African yatra—a very auspicious moment for our yatra.

And he is still involved by giving inspiration, giving instructions. Many of the senior devotees in the yatra 
are his disciples. So we’re very fortunate to have his association. 

Recently I was playing a talk by Srila Giriraj Maharaja, and Srila Giriraj Maharaja was explaining that 
he felt that one of his most important contributions at this stage of his life is to remind people, or give 
people remembrance, of Srila Prabhupada, because Srila Giriraj Maharaja had personal association, 
personal training, from His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada, and imbibed some of his mood. He felt 
that his contribution was to impart that and give that to the third generation, fourth generation, or fifth 
generation of devotees. 

So, when I heard that, I liked it a lot. It was very nice. And we know that whenever Srila Giriraj Maharaja 
speaks, he has this adorable smile, and he is always referring to Srila Prabhupada. And this is very 
wonderful, because the more we can think about Srila Prabhupada, this opens the doors of liberation—
moksa-dvaram apavrtam. “Every learned man knows that attachment to the material is the greatest 
entanglement of the spirit soul, but when that attachment is transferred to the devotees of the Lord, it 
openes the door of liberation.” Lord Kapiladeva, Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.25.20.
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prasangam ajaram pasam
atmanah kavayo viduh

sa eva sadhusu krto
moksa-dvaram apavrtam

Srila Giriraj Maharaja is always glorifying Srila Prabhupada. We cannot separate the guru from the 
parampara. If we attempt to do that, we lack sambandha-jnana. And you cannot separate the parampara 
from the guru. Guru is plural—diksa-guru, siksa-guru, vartma-pradarsaka-guru, sannyasa guru, bhajana-
guru, nama-guru—so many different types. So, there’s the principle guru and there’s the person guru. 
Samasti and vyasti: the principle of being guru, or guru-tattva, and then the personality. 

So, Giriraj Maharaja is always reminding us of Prabhupada, and we should see Srila Giriraj Maharaja in 
relation to Srila Prabhupada, and we should see Srila Prabhupada in relation to our guru-parampara: Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, Srila Gaurakisore, Bhaktivinoda, Rupa, and Raghunatha. We should not try to 
separate them. It’s not like Srila Prabhupada or Srila Giriraj Maharaja is doing something different. They 
are doing what Rupa and Raghunatha taught, but at that time, five hundred years ago, of course, there was 
no printing press, no Internet, no TV, and one couldn’t really leave India; it was very difficult. There was 
no Jaladuta, no Air Emirates. Even when the devotees wanted to walk from Sridham Mayapur, Navadvipa, 
to Jagannath Puri, it would take them possibly three weeks. Now you can catch the Jagannath Puri Express 
or the Puri Express and you can get there in ten hours or less.

So, what Rupa and Raghunatha did, and Bhaktivinoda, and Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, Srila 
Prabhupada is introducing in the Western world, and great personalities such as Srila Giriraj Maharaja 
are confidential servitors of Srila Prabhupada and are also doing the same thing.

So, I appreciated that statement from Srila Giriraj Maharaja that he is trying, toward the end of his life, to 
remind people of the debt we owe to Srila Prabhupada, what a great soul Srila Prabhupada was, and is—
not that he is gone. For the sincere devotee, the guru is always present, whether he is prakata or aprakata, 
he is present.

So, we thank Srila Giriraj Maharaja for these talks and for reminding us all the time of Prabhupada, giving 
us Srila Prabhupada’s quotes, and now his latest book, I’ll Build You a Temple: The Juhu Story.

So, I am very fortunate, I had his personal association—fairly intimate—during the nineties, and prior to 
that, and also after that. There was a special time in Vrindavan when I had his association and he gave me 
various instructions which I took seriously. So I regard him as my siksa-guru.

Srila Giriraj Maharaja ki jaya!
Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!
Our guru-parampara ki jaya!
Gaura-premanande hari haribol! 
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Dear Giriraja Swami

Dandavats. Jaya Prabhupada.

On this wonderful day you came into this world, just waiting for the opportunity to reconnect with your 
service to Srila Prabhupada. I am just finishing your Juhu book and find the story captivating, fascinating, 
and in the mood of Yamuna’s Krishna Magic, the standard upon which I compare books of this genre. 

Having visited Juhu for two weeks in April 1972 I had a tiny taste of the tremendous austerity of Juhu. At 
that time, I was amazed to see how you could be so cool-headed in the midst of utter chaos, a chaos that 
could only happen with such gusto in India! You were the very first devotee I heard speak, the previous 
autumn in Calcutta, and your talk so impressed me (I can still recall the essence of the talk) that I was 
determined to go deeper in Krishna consciousness. For this I remain consistently grateful and consider 
you my first guru in Krishna consciousness.

Since I observed you in India, you have always been an inspiration to me, with your qualities of loyalty 
to Srila Prabhupada, attachment to holy name, compassion and friendship with devotees, and wonderful 
smile. When I know we will be speaking, I rehearse my latest jokes so that I can make you laugh and relish 
in your deep smile (I have a few waiting for our next conversation).

You have been subject to the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune yet always stay loyal to ISKCON 
and Prabhupada and see Krishna’s mercy. I love this quality of yours, and this qualifies you to be labeled 
a “Prabhupada Man”. This is one of the highest compliments we can bestow, and you epitomize that 
moniker. I now boldly declare that you should henceforth be known as a Prabhupada Man in all regards.

My wife Bhakti and I are honored to have you as a mentor, friend, and inspiration.

Happy birthday!

Yours in friendship, service, and awe,
Brahmatirtha dasa
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My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila 
Prabhupada.

THANK YOU, Guru Maharaja, for so naturally revealing the exalted and sublime nature of Srila 
Prabhupada in your classes, books and instructions—you are my foremost Prabhupadanuga.

Hare Krishna.

Your eternal servant,
Bhakti Brhat Bhagavata Swami

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 

Thank you for the blessings you have bestowed on my life. You have provided me with more than l could 
have imagined. You have surrounded me with devotees who always look out for me. You have given me 
devotee friends who bless me every day with kind words. 

And Guru Maharaja, I am so grateful to you for keeping those around me safe and loved. I hope you 
provide me with the ability and sense to show them every day how much they matter, and the ability to 
give to them the same kindness you have provided me. 

I am extremely grateful for all your blessings in my life.  

Your servant,  
Bhakti Narasimha Swami
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America
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Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances unto the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to Srila 
Prabhupada.

Guru Maharaja, you always mention in your lectures that, “You don't have to choose a guru; he is already 
there. You need to find him simply." Guru Maharaja, my deepest desire of having my own spiritual master 
whom I can serve and take instructions from was fulfilled that day few years back when I was desperately 
crying out to the Lord and asking Him to reveal His bona fide representative to me whose hand I could 
hold onto to cross over this ocean of nescience as on my own it is becoming impossible. 

That fortunate day when you very compassionately and mercifully replied to my Facebook messages and 
helped me by giving your japa association, my life got direction and the boat got its captain. I could not 
understand the plan of Krishna that day but when I started chanting with you and read your many blogs, 
I could at once understand that you are my spiritual master. My heart had really been longing for your 
presence for so long and Krishna so mercifully arranged that. 

Guru Maharaja, I have always been so inspired to see your complete surrender to Srila Prabhupada and 
Krishna, and because Krishna has revealed Himself to you, you are so merciful to let us also see Krishna 
and serve Him through you. You are just so kind, Srila Gurudeva, an ocean of mercy!

I still remember the first day of my meeting you virtually was when you were addressing on the occasion 
of Mother Arca Vigraha's disappearance day. You saw me and asked me my purpose of attending the 
call and I was completely out of sight as I didn't know how to and what to speak because of utter shyness 
and inability to speak in front of you. But because earlier I read in one of your blogs about Mother Arca 
Vigraha's glorious pastime and her complete surrender to Srila Prabhupada, I was just so inspired by her 
that I wanted to hear more about her glorious life from your lotus mouth. 

Guru Maharaja, you were so accommodating and compassionate to see me that day and you just so easily 
took my heart away at that very moment. 

Guru Maharaja, how can I ever forget your mercy you showered upon me through all your emails and 
your special wishes on my marriage and all of my birthdays. I will never be able to repay any of your debts 
no matter what I do, but I would surely be able to do that if you can kindly give me a permanent job of 
being your eternal servant. 

I have no existence without you and your divine instructions. You are very well aware of it. So, I just pray 
to the Lord to kindly bless you with good health so that we all can get your divine association for many, 
many years. 

Guru Maharaja, I am so happy and my happiness knew no bounds when you recently wrote to me about 
your upcoming visit to ISV, California for Janmashtami and your Vyasa-puja celebrations. It felt as if 
Krishna just showered His entire mercy upon this beggar that day. From making plans on how to serve 
you and please you (to see that very heart melting smile of yours) by cooking for you to taking darshans 
and your personal association, I just wasn't able to express my joy and gratitude to Krishna for having 
arranged this best day of my life. Now, I simply am counting the days left when you would be there 
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blessing us, all bay area people, with your most divine presence.

I am eagerly waiting to see you soon, Guru Maharaja, and desperate to serve you with all my heart and 
soul.

Your most undeserving daughter servant,
Aayushi
ISKCON Silicon Valley

My dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most  humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to you. All glories to 
Srila Prabhupada.

Every time I write an offering to you, I think that there are so many wonderful things that I could say 
about you, but the ones I like the most is your ability to give Srila Prabhupada to us.

How much love you have for him feels so genuine for me.

I have seen so many gurus talking about Srila Prabhupada very nicely, but when you talk about him, I feel 
closer to him.

Another thing that I really like about you, Guru Maharaja, is that despite the depth of Krisna consciousness 
philosophy, you make it easier for us to understand by explaining in such a simple way, but without any 
alterations to our Krisna conscious philosophy.

Looking forward to seeing you on your Vyasa-puja day.

Following in your footsteps is following in Srila Prabhupada’s footsteps.

I am very, very fortunate to have you as my spiritual master.

Please, please forgive me for any offenses committed to you and let me hold on your lotus feet and remain 
there eternally.

Do you know what Guru Maharaja? You are the best!!!

Much love.

Your eternal servant,
Aditi dasi 
Los Angeles
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Hare Krishna. Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to you. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to the devotees.

Can you please convey this message to Lord Krishna? I want to thank Him endlessly for connecting a 
fallen soul like me to you and changing my whole world in literally one day. Though I lied to you about 
following the four regulative principles on the first day we met when I actually didn’t even know what it 
means, Krishna made my faith so strong that somehow I found out about it and started following them 
the very next day. I couldn’t believe myself, neither did my friends and family, and they kept pulling me 
back indirectly, but having been bound by the rope of your mercy, they did not realize they were instead 
pushing me more, away from this material world.

Today, I feel so obsessed with my spiritual duty of chanting and serving in the deity kitchen that sometimes 
I tend to forget or ignore my daily duties and enjoy the nectar of bhakti more than I ever expected. With 
your mercy, I am currently staying in the holy dham of New Dwaraka community and I am back to my 
original maha-prasada diet. 

Guru Maharaja, chanting my daily rounds while seeing the Deities Sri Sri Rukmini-Dwarkadish everyday 
has only been possible with your blessings. While I live mostly on maha-prasada now, I also hear everyone 
say that I am the one who chants loudly. Though I know it is disturbing sometimes, I relish the nectar of 
loudness in my chanting.

Whatever advancement I have made so far is only because you allowed me to serve you often and protected 
me from maya. Your guidance and support is all I ever asked for and you gave it to me without thinking 
twice.

Please accept this small prayer, Guru Maharaja:  

Looking at the Deities I always remember you
Paying my obeisances I think about the your lotus feet
I pray to the Lord one day in this world I will chant 
His holy name on each and every town, city, and street

Never did I ever miss your presence
Because even though you are a bit far, I feel you in my heart
As remembering you in every life
I desire it till my heart pushes its last beat

Your servant life after life,
Ambarisa dasa
Los Angeles
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Dearest Maharaja,

On your appearance day, 
unto the Supreme Lord we bow to pray

to bless our spiritual father with good health 
because in his association we wish to stay

O Lord, he constantly speaks of your eternal glories
he gives Your holy name to people drowned in worries
carrying his beloved spiritual master Srila Prabhupada 

in his preaching, his books and in his heart 

O Lord, his mercy knows no limits, knows no bounds
to every small offering and every little email, he tirelessly responds

Facebook, YouTube, wherever we Kali-yuga souls are found
he even gives his association during his japa rounds

O Lord, he makes this material world a better place 
spreading Your love to one and all, no matter what race

his pure, innocent, spontaneous smile does the trick
it untangles our webs of maya, just like magic

On this very special day, O Lord we bow to pray
make us worthy to serve his lotus feet

may we follow his footsteps, to make our life’s purpose complete
because even a moment of association, with Your pure devotee

is far superior than any material benediction, austerity or lifetimes of piety. 

We wish to remain your eternal servants.

With warm wishes and regards.

Amit Jain and Anuja Gupta
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble and respectful obeisance unto your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine 
Grace! All glories to Srila Prabhupada !

It is time again for another Vyasa-puja celebration of your auspicious appearance day.
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First of all, I thank the members of your Vyasa-puja team for giving me an opportunity to express my 
gratitude for all you have done for me. Despite the fact that my heart is full of anarthas and I am so 
unqualified to serve, you made space for me in your already packed lotus feet and accepted me. I am very 
thankful and feel fortunate to be a part of your spiritual family. 

This day is not only a celebration of your appearance to this world, but also a celebration of your lifelong 
service, sacrifice, dedication, and commitment to Srila Prabhupada and his movement. 

Whenever Prabhupada’s name is mentioned, I can never pass by without expressing a few words of my 
appreciation. My heart fills up with gratitude for him who went through so many difficulties just to teach 
us how to be successful in our lives. I offer my humble and respectful obeisance unto him. 

Prabhupada loved you, trusted you, appreciated you, and admired your beautiful transcendental qualities. 
Seeing your qualities, he recognized you as the one who could fulfill his big dream—regardless of any 
kinds of challenges—to build a temple for Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari in Juhu. 

Seeing your sincerity in service when you returned with an armful of wood that you collected to construct 
his altar in Gorakhpur, he blessed you with a special “personal touch” which was very rare.

Pabhupada once said, “Whenever I see there is a spiritual spark, I must fan it.” Following his footsteps, you 
are always eager and enthusiastic to guide anyone who expresses interest to follow the path of bhakti. You 
show compassion by encouraging everyone to take up Krishna consciousness by which we can use this 
life as the preparation ground for a better next life. 

You are an acharya who teaches by example. You taught us to be tolerant by going through all the hardships 
one after another in your early days in India, like Srila Prabhupada did while trying to establish ISKCON 
in America. 

You have the most unique qualities to inspire everyone around the globe in such a special way. You 
manage so well to keep a loving and personal relationship with each of us and other devotees around the 
globe. You are well known in ISKCON for your excellent style of communication with devotees, making 
them feel that they are well connected. Whenever I feel separation from you, your emails—with such a 
personal touch—work for me like a “Magic Wand.”

I am very grateful to you for the kindness that you have shown me. By your causeless mercy, I was saved 
from drowning in the ocean of ignorance, instructed to always depend on Krishna, comforted with your 
soothing words when I felt terrible by being the cause for my Tulasi-devi to leave. I am inspired by your 
intense chanting of the holy names in your online Japa Sanga. Especially this year, I am now allowed to 
begin my service to Sri Sri Radha-Madana-mohana’ji in the temple. 

I humbly offer my sincere gratitude to you on this very auspicious day. Guru Maharaja, I owe it all to you.
Although I have no qualifications at all, I can only hope and pray to serve you in person at least once in 
this lifetime. Because of my poor English, I might have committed offenses knowingly or unknowingly by 
not using the right words to open my heart while preparing this offering. I beg at your lotus feet for your 
forgiveness. 
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May Sri Sri Radha-Madana-mohana continue to keep you in good health and happiness for years to come. 

Happy Birthday! Happy Vyasa-puja!

Your aspiring humble servant, 
Amrita Gopi dasi
ISKCON of Washington DC

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. Hare Krishna.

I have been thinking of you often, especially the past couple of weeks. During Janmashtami the temple 
was closed, which allowed Sri Sri Radha-Kalachandji an opportunity to have a one-on-one bhajan when 
my children and I were lucky enough to sneak in on a whim. Many evenings when you were unwell, I 
remember sitting down and, with you in my heart, chanting.

It has been a couple of years now since I have seen you. For a moment I have an understanding of the 
many devotees who would be visiting and serving while you stay in Dallas—how fortunate we are that 
you visit as often as you do, and personally how fortunate I have been to offer intimate services such as 
cleaning and arranging the quarters per your request, and other first tasks.

Since my divorce and the pain I felt with the gossip and the pressure of the community, I can start to see 
the patience and loving affection you have when we do have interactions and conversations.

I do appreciate the thirteen years of service and training and direct association that you have so lovingly 
provided for me and my girls.

I remember meeting you at your ashram in Santa Barbara. You invited Jamuna and me after only meeting 
me during your visit and speaking by email for just a few months. You included me in your walks and 
welcomed me with such affection, like a father, and truly that made such a profound impact on me.

I am deeply appreciative of you, and I apologize for the inconveniences I have caused along the way.

Despite the journey of life, I will always care and look to you as my teacher.

Wishing you a very happy, healthy, and gleeful birthday,

Your servant, 
Ananda-lila dasi
Dallas, Texas
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Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
All glories to your most merciful, wonderful, admirable self!

Each passing year brings me a deeper realization of the contribution you have made to enriching my 
personal life as well as the lives of hundreds and thousands of people all over the world. 

This year has been particularly amazing because although we have been in the throes of the pandemic, still 
you so beautifully and victoriously pulled off the major accomplishment of publishing your new book, 
I’ll Build You a Temple. This book was practically prophesied by Srila Prabhupada when he said, “That 
was a good fight. Someone should write a book about it!” It was a fight that you fought together with Srila 
Prabhupada to fulfill his desire. And similarly, you wrote this book to fulfill his desire. In fact, everything 
you do is just to fulfill Srila Prabhupada’s desire to strongly establish his movement in this world so that 
more and more people may come to Krishna consciousness.

Your book is such an authoritative account of the history of the Juhu temple, and beyond that; it is a manual 
containing step-by-step instructions for how Srila Prabhupada wanted his followers to work together to 
build a temple. As Srila Prabhupada will remain the founder-acharya of ISKCON for millennia to come, 
so too, your book will exist as a reference for all time of how Srila Prabhupada encouraged, assisted, and 
personally oversaw the construction of the Juhu temple.

In your humble way, which is characteristic of a true Vaishnava, you put yourself in the background in 
your book, yet it is evident that you faced mountainous challenges in the course of developing the Juhu 
project. Living in India at that time was itself a huge austerity, and I admire the dexterity with which you 
tackled these challenges even though you were so young.

By your mercy, I was able to experience living in India when I was serving on the team for Srila Prabhupada’s 
centennial. Now, twenty-five years later, I am fifty years old, which means that I was roughly the same age 
when I was in India as you were when you were in India, except that I had so many facilities that you did 
not have. We had an international team to work with. We had devotees collecting for us. We had our own 
building, phones, fax machines—whatever we needed.

But you were there with practically nothing. You had to arrange everything for the devotees and to deal 
directly with local administrative officers, which is not easy for a foreigner. Just as Srila Prabhupada left 
the comfort of his homeland on the order of his spiritual master to bring Krishna consciousness to the 
West, you also responded to your spiritual master’s call to leave the comfort of your country to bring 
Krishna consciousness back to India. He came to your land, and you went to his land. Both of you found 
yourselves in impossible situations with an impossible mission. And both of you succeeded. Together.

I am completely in awe of your surrendered service to Srila Prabhupada. So many devotees joined the 
movement and lived under your care in Juhu. Having been expertly trained by you as brahmacharis 
and brahmacharinis, they have gone on to do incredible services all over the world. They have become 
temple presidents, zonal secretaries, ashram leaders, book distributors, editors, and more. When I look 
at the plethora of people who have trained under you, I am astounded. Even today, when I see how 
your disciples, both diksa and siksa, are advancing in Krishna consciousness under your personal and 
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dedicated guidance, your glories manifest more and more in my heart. This is a testament to your purity 
and power as a spiritual leader. Personally, I aspire to also be a living testament to your greatness.

One of the things that strikes me as I read your book is your courage, and I bow in reverence at your lotus 
feet for having such amazing courage. Like a child, I come to you and pray to you to please empower all 
of us, your disciples, to be able to continue, following in your footsteps, in preaching, building temples, 
managing temples, and distributing books with the courage that you did.

Srila Prabhupada sometimes considered Bombay to be Kuruksetra and you to be like Arjuna. At the 
beginning of the battle, Arjuna was overwhelmed, wondering how he would accomplish his task, and 
Krishna tells him, “The Kauravas are as good as dead by My will. Just be My instrument and take the 
credit for the victory.” It strikes me that this is the same relationship that you had with Srila Prabhupada 
in Juhu. When Srila Prabhupada first saw the Juhu land, he envisioned the amazing temple and a devotee 
community that Juhu would be in the future. He just needed an instrument to make it happen. Out of all 
the devotees, he picked you–one of the most meek, quiet, unassuming devotees, who just wanted to chant 
his rounds–to be the leader of this important project. He picked you out to be his instrument and to get 
the credit. He gave you this gift, as a father would give to a trustworthy son. To you, who faithfully agreed 
to be Srila Prabhupada’s instrument in Juhu, I offer my humble obeisances.

Now, you sit in your room in Carpinteria, continuing the fight from your desk, by writing your books. Srila 
Prabhupada’s spiritual master asked him to produce books, yet he was only able to follow this instruction 
many years later. Similarly, Srila Prabhupada asked you to write, and now, like him, later in life, you 
are finally able to concentrate on this service with the help of your godbrothers. Through your books 
you are changing the world—one keystroke at a time—as you type on your computer keyboard. To that 
keyboard, to that computer, to the desk that holds it up, to the editors, proofreaders, graphic designers, 
and copywriters that assist your most important service of writing, I offer my respectful obeisances.

I hope that in some way I can also contribute toward your service. When I look back on my life and all the 
things I’ve done, the only thing that has brought me any kind of joy, Guru Maharaja, has been in serving 
you. It amazes me that when I first met you, you were younger than I am now, and yet you were already a 
guru and such a respected personality.

Previously, when devotees would ask me what my service was, I would say, I work with communications 
or I do pujari service, but now my standard response is that I just assist my husband. But actually, what 
I really want to be able to say with clear and firm conviction is that my only service is to do whatever my 
Gurudeva wants me to do. That, I realize, is my rightful position, and it’s the only position that is going to 
give me any kind of success in this world.

On this auspicious day, I offer my obeisances to you again and again with my head at the lotus feet of you 
and all of your followers.

Your insignificant daughter,
Anuradha dasi
New Vrindaban, West Virginia
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Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

A very happy Vyasa-puja to you.

Guru Maharaja, a while ago I read an article on Dandavats.com titled Yet I hold back. I kept going back and 
re-reading that article because it so beautifully summarizes my position. To quote, “There is every reason 
to surrender to you, every reason to hold on to you. Yet I hold back. This is my precarious condition, dear 
Lord. I have nothing really worth offering to you but still if I offer whatever I have it is actually in my favor. 
Yet I hold back.”

I don’t have anything worth offering and even though it is to my benefit to surrender, I hold back . . . Guru 
Maharaja, knowing this, please accept my thoughts as offerings, please accept my desire though muddled 
to serve you as an offering, please accept my words though full of mistakes as offerings.

Guru Maharaja, with your blessings, may I always be in service of Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga and thank 
you for always being there.

Yours in service,
Anuradha dasi
Columbus, Ohio

Happy Vyasa-puja, Maharaja!

Please accept my humble obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All 
glories to Your Divine Grace, Maharaja!

I take this opportunity to write and express how much you mean to me and what an inspiration you are, 
Maharaja!

I’m yet to be in the divine presence of Your Holiness, however, through your books and countless YouTube 
lectures, I’ve been blessed to learn so much from you.

Among the many virtues you possess, I get enormous encouragement from your unwavering faith and 
profound humility throughout the years, even in the midst of your heavy duties.

I once heard during a lecture that Srila Prabhupada would refer to Bombay as the gateway to spiritual 
India. Your compassion is such that you have managed to deliver this experience to every temple through 
your hard work and endless love so that those of us in the West can also get a taste of such a transcendental 
abode.
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There are not enough words to describe such a monumental, towering figure who exemplifies the real 
essence of devotional service to one’s spiritual master, and furthermore to the entire community of 
devotees who can always count on your divine guidance.

I owe you such a huge debt of gratitude, as part of the new generation of aspiring devotees, who, as a result 
of your relentless work, now get to enjoy the association of a big community of devotees, not only in the 
USA, but throughout the world.

May we be blessed with the great fortune to have your association for many more years to come.

May I be worthy of upholding and honoring your unsurpassable legacy of incredible accomplishments, 
unconditional love, profound humility, unwavering faith, unconditional love, and devotional service

Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari ki jaya! Srila Giriraj Guru Maharaja ki jaya!

Your aspiring servant,
Bhakta Armando
Dallas, Texas

Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my respectful obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Happy appearance day!

I never thought that I would go to a film with my Guru Maharaja, but we went to see The Nurse with the 
Purple Hair! It was a very interesting and important movie, about a hospice nurse. But one thing that 
stood out for me was that on the way back to the car, there was a homeless man lying on a bench in the 
dark. I didn’t even see him, but you did, and you said, “Hello.” If I had seen him, I would have ignored him, 
but you were so kind and caring that you said, “Hello.” The thought of “a moment’s association” came to 
mind. Your compassion and mercy are amazing.

Another memorable incident came when I was serving you in North Carolina at Sadhu Sanga Retreat. One 
night in the cabin where we were staying, we were up late, as you were getting a massage. Simultaneously, 
I was coming down with an extremely painful lower back. By the time I got upstairs, I was in such a state 
that I could not sit, stand, or lie down without severe pain, let alone sleep. I remember praying, begging 
Krishna, “Please, I have to serve my Guru Maharaja tomorrow. I need to be well rested and ready to help 
him!” And that was literally the last thing I remembered. Within an instant I was asleep, and suddenly 
it was morning. I was awake, without pain, alert and enthusiastic to serve you. So, by your mercy, by the 
mercy of Lord Chaitanya’s mission, I discovered the power of appropriate prayer.

In fact, when I recall my times with you, mercy, compassion, and real love are the themes of the pastimes. 
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More and more, I see the mercy of Lord Chaitanya flowing down through parampara, through Srila 
Prabhupada, through you, to be generously distributed to those who are ready to receive it.

Thank you for guiding that river through my heart and mind to eventually, occasionally, flow through my 
words, actions, and tears.

My best wishes to you on this day. May Srila Prabhupada continue to shower his mercy upon you.

Hare Krishna.

Your grateful servant,
Balabhadra dasa
Maui, Hawaii

Dear Guru Maharaja, 

Please accept my most respectful obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace and all 
glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Thank you for being my rock which grounds and anchors me to devotional service, for being an unshakeable 
mountain, which remains steadfast through all of life’s trials and tribulations. I gladly put my faith in you, 
because I know without a doubt that you can save me. All that I can do is attempt to embody a fraction of 
your devotional nature. 

Following in your footsteps, I try to always be a disciple you can be proud of, as Srila Prabhupada was—
and is—so proud of you. I am always amazed by your ability to see every situation through the eyes of our 
parampara. You are truly a guiding, comforting, and healing light in not only your disciples’ lives, but the 
lives of anyone who has the great fortune of coming in contact with you. As stated in Caitanya-caritamrta 
(Madhya 22.54):

‘sadhu-sanga’, ‘sadhu-sanga’ sarva-sastre kaya
lava-matra sadhu-sange sarva-siddhi haya

“It is a fact that if one takes shelter of a pure devotee, one attains all perfection, even if the association is a 
short one . . . It has been our practical experience that the first instruction of our spiritual master infused 
us with Krishna consciousness so that now we are at least on the path of Krishna consciousness and can 
understand the philosophy . . . The whole world is revolving under the bodily conception; therefore, there 
must be devotees all over the world to deliver people from the false bodily conception and fully engage 
them in Krishna consciousness.” (SB 5.13.25 purport)

If, by your mercy, I am able to bring more people to Krishna consciousness by delivering them to your 
lotus feet, and having them take shelter of you and your instructions, I will consider my life a success. 
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I have been away from your physical association for nearly two months now, but it simultaneously feels as 
though I was just with you, and have been gone for a lifetime. The blissful moments, deep introspection, 
and lessons which came as a result of personally serving you are gems which I will treasure always. Your 
association and instruction are fresh in my heart, yet still, I jealously yearn for more. 

I pray to remain a humble servant at your lotus feet eternally, unwavering in all circumstances, as you do 
for Srila Prabhupada. 

Your servant, 
Bhakta dasa
Olympia, Washington

My glorious Lord,

On this auspicious day of your appearance, please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to your lotus 
feet!

In his Nectar of Instruction, Srila Rupa Goswami has told us the qualifications of a bona fide spiritual 
master:

“A sober person who can tolerate the urge to speak, the mind’s demands, the actions of anger and the 
urges of the tongue, belly, and genitals is qualified to make disciples all over the world.”

He has also given us the following instruction: 

“One should associate with and faithfully serve that pure devotee who is advanced in undeviated devotional 
service and whose heart is completely devoid of the propensity to criticize others.”

In his Sri Guru-vandana Srila Narottama dasa Thakura has given the reason why we should associate and 
serve such a qualified spiritual master:

sri-guru-carana-padma, kevala-bhakati-sadma
bando mui savadhana mate

jahara prasade bhai, e bhava toriya jai,
krsna-prapti hoy jaha ha’te

He first of all states that the feet of the spiritual master are like a lotus and are the abode of pure devotional 
service. Because of all of these qualifications, it is by the mercy of the spiritual master that one can cross 
over the ocean of material suffering and obtain the highly desired goal of pure devotional service to the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Sri Krishna.

So, what exactly is pure devotional service? Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has stated, “The words 
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kevala-bhakti refer to pure devotional service devoid of fruitive activity, mental speculation, and material 
desires.”

Such pure devotional service is extremely valuable because it can be attained only through the mercy of 
a pure devotee, because it is very rare, and because it is very, very beautiful. In fact, Srila Rupa Goswami 
has stated in The Nectar of Devotion:

“In the preliminary phase of spiritual life there are different kinds of austerities, penances and similar 
processes for attaining self-realization. However, even if an executor of these processes is without any 
material desire, he still cannot achieve devotional service. And aspiring by oneself alone to achieve 
devotional service is also not very hopeful, because Krishna does not agree to award devotional service to 
merely anyone. Krishna can easily offer a person material happiness or even liberation, but He does not 
agree very easily to award a person engagement in His devotional service. Devotional service can in fact 
be attained only through the mercy of a pure devotee. In the Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 19.151) it is 
said, ‘By the mercy of the spiritual master, who is a pure devotee, and by the mercy of Krishna, one can 
achieve the platform of devotional service. There is no other way.’ ”

To get a glimpse into the beauty of what undeviated devotional service looks like in practice, we can 
consider these words that Lord Krishna spoke to His beloved gopi girlfriends: “My devotees are very much 
attached to Me, but sometimes I do not reciprocate their feelings properly in order to increase their love 
for Me more and more.”

Once, after being very much afflicted by Lord Krishna’s harsh language, Srimati Rukmini Devi spoke these 
words in reply: 

“Whether You are attached to me or not, may my devotion and attention be always engaged at Your lotus 
feet.” That is the superexcellent beauty of the mind of Srimati Rukmini Devi!

Going further, Lord Chaitanya has given us a glimpse into the most beautiful mind of Srimati Radharani 
with these very, very beautiful words:   

“Let Krishna tightly embrace this maidservant who has fallen at His lotus feet, or let Him trample Me or 
break My heart by never being visible to Me. He is a debauchee, after all, and can do whatever He likes, 
but still He alone, and no one else, is the worshipable Lord of My heart.

“I am a maidservant at the lotus feet of Krishna. He is the embodiment of transcendental happiness and 
mellows. If He likes He can tightly embrace Me and make Me feel oneness with Him, or by not giving Me 
His audience, He may corrode My mind and body. Nevertheless, it is He who is the Lord of My life.

“My dear friend, just hear the decision of My mind. Krishna is the Lord of My life in all conditions, 
whether He shows Me affection or kills Me by giving Me unhappiness.

“Sometimes Krishna gives up the company of other gopis and becomes controlled, mind and body, by Me. 
Thus He manifests My good fortune and gives others distress by performing His loving affairs with Me.

“Or, since after all He is a very cunning, obstinate debauchee with a propensity to cheat, He takes to the 
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company of other women. He then indulges in loving affairs with them in front of Me to give distress to 
My mind. Nevertheless, He is still the Lord of My life.

“I do not mind My personal distress. I only wish for the happiness of Krishna, for His happiness is the 
goal of My life. However, if He feels great happiness in giving Me distress, that distress is the best of My 
happiness.”

My lord, by your great mercy, I am developing a very strong appreciation for service to Krishna in this 
type of mood. Indeed, I feel there is nothing better than this type of service. Because you are giving this 
rare gift, even to a very fallen person, I can only imagine that you must be very dear to Lord Krishna. 
Lord Krishna confirms this in the Bhagavad-gita when He tells Sri Arjuna, “Because you are My very dear 
friend, I am speaking to you My supreme instruction, the most confidential knowledge of all. Hear this 
from Me, for it is for your benefit. Always think of Me, become My devotee, worship Me, and offer your 
homage unto Me. Thus you will come to Me without fail. I promise you this because you are My very dear 
friend. Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto Me. I shall deliver you from all sinful 
reactions. Do not fear. This confidential knowledge may never be explained to those who are not austere, 
or devoted, or engaged in devotional service, nor to one who is envious of Me. For one who explains this 
supreme secret to the devotees, pure devotional service is guaranteed, and at the end he will come back 
to Me. There is no servant in this world more dear to Me than he, nor will there ever be one more dear.”

My lord, thank you so very much for giving me a chance to obtain this very valuable gift. Therefore I am 
eternally in your debt. 

May you always be emblazoned in the core of my heart as my master. 

May my love and attachment for you always increase, and may I always be bound to your beautiful lotus 
feet by a very strong bond of loving devotional service, forever and ever.

Hare Krishna!

Your servant,
Brahma Samhita dasa
Texas, TKG

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you and Sri Gauranga.

In this challenging year, you continue to be the amazing guidance that I always need. I have come to a 
much better understanding of the benefits of both vapuh and vani seva.

I loved seeing you interact with all the devotees worldwide on Zoom, as I not only learned so much from 
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the lectures, but also saw how much adoration you have from devotees.

My chanting always improves when you let us chant with you on Facebook live. I have learned so much 
about the proper way to serve the spiritual master by reading I’ll Build You a Temple: The Juhu Story.

Seeing you and the devotees in person at your ashram reminded me about the sweet benefits of personal 
association. I was struck how you made my family feel so welcome at your home, all while inspiring us to 
become closer to Krishna.  Through this year of both vapuh and vani seva, I have come to a conclusion: 
Everything you say and do always embodies what I need to do to love and serve the devotees, Srila 
Prabhupada, and Krishna. So, thank you, Guru Maharaja, for being you!

Hare Krishna.

Your aspiring servant,
Chaitanya Chandra dasa
Houston

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All 
glories to Your Divine Loving Grace.

I have been fortunate to read many offerings while working on this year’s Vyasa-puja book. I am deeply 
humbled by the intelligent realizations and deep affection for you expressed in these heartfelt outpourings. 
I feel devoid of realization and lacking in love in comparison.

I have also read your outstanding appreciation for your beloved Srila Prabhupada. I could not help drawing 
a parallel between your experiences of Srila Prabhupada’s unlimited mercy and what I have experienced 
with you. I am shamelessly plagiarizing your offering. Please forgive me. They say imitation is the highest 
tribute so please accept it in that mood. 

Many years ago there was a period when feelings of guilt and shame had kept me away from the association 
of devotees for some time. Eventually I came to see you at Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath Mandir. Bracing 
for judgment and recrimination, I gathered my courage and entered your room. After I revealed my 
preoccupation with my fallen condition you replied with kindness and compassion, and I paraphrase. 
“There is you, there is Krishna, there is the spiritual master, and there is your service to them. Many other 
things may come and go but you shouldn’t identify with those things; they are impermanent. They are not 
you.” I felt like a huge weight had lifted from my shoulders. My self-imposed barriers had been removed 
and I felt free to take the medicine of Vaishnava association and rectify my mentality.

How shall I take shelter of one more merciful than Your Divine Grace?
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This was not the first nor the last instance of you showing love, mercy, and forgiveness to me. In fact it is ongoing. 
Another time while I was serving you in Carpinteria I experienced some difficult circumstances in the 
course of my service and I got “fried.” I then sent you a note saying, “I can’t be here any longer. I want to 
take the next flight back to South Africa.” I was really upset.

When we met you calmly and kindly asked me, “Don’t you want to get purified? Don’t you want to 
overcome your anarthas? If you leave you will miss the opportunity” You didn’t take it personally or 
consider your own feelings, you just wanted to help me. Of course I was completely disarmed and stayed 
happily engaged in your service.

In The Juhu Story I read how Srila Prabhupada asked the same question to Srila Tamal Krishna Goswami, 
“Don’t you want to get purified?” You never lose sight of your duty to help your disciples become purified 
and make advancement in Krishna consciousness.

How shall I take shelter of one more merciful than Your Divine Grace?

In your offering you quoted Srila Prabhupada saying that it is a mark of a good man that he sees the good 
side, not the bad side, of others. You see the good side in everyone and this inspires them to become that 
best version of themselves that your loving vision sees. 

You possess such gravity that anyone who approaches you gets drawn into your embrace of loving service 
to Srila Prabhupada and the spark of their desire to render devotional service flares up.

I have no doubt that Srila Prabhupada is extremely proud of you and pleased with your character and 
service. You are an ideal disciple and guru. Thank you.

Like offering a palmful of water back to the Ganges, I offer your own words to Srila Prabhupada back to 
you; Guru Maharaja, you are the manifest representative of Lord Nityananda Prabhu, and your forgiveness 
is like His. How shall I take shelter of one more merciful than you?

I am deeply grateful to you for continuing to allow me to be engaged in your service despite my falling 
short in so many ways.

Your fortunate servant,
Damodar dasa
Krishna Farm, San Diego
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By digging for water, even in the desert, we can produce food grains; 
when we produce food grains and vegetables, we can give protection 

to the cows; while giving protection to the cows, we can draw from them 
abundant quantities of milk; and by getting enough milk and combining 
it with food grains and vegetables, we can prepare hundreds of nectarean 
foods. We can happily eat this food and thus avoid industrial enterprises 
and joblessness.

Agriculture and cow protection are the way 
to become sinless and thus be attracted to 
devotional service. Those who are sinful 
cannot be attracted by devotional service.

Srimad-Bhagavatam 8.6.12,  purport
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Offerings to Spiritual Master

O Venerable Vaishnava, O Vaishnava Thakura, O my dear Lord!

Scripture sings of your glories, of your causeless mercy, and your boundless love for all the living entities!

You are the deliverer; you are the sun in the darkness of this material world!

You are the mercy of Nimai and Nitai, you are the warrior of Srila Prabhupada’s army from that eternal 
sky!

Words are not enough to completely write your glories, because they are boundless, just as your ocean of 
mercy!

Your mercy can turn a dumb into an eloquent speaker, and a lame man to cross mountains.

Your mercy can give ears to a deaf, and legs to the handicapped.

Your mercy can let the dead body walk, and cure the incurable disease of this material existence.

Aren’t we all dead bodies without Radha-Krishna? Aren’t we all deaf if we don’t hear the holy name?
Aren’t we all handicapped until you hold our hands?

Without you, O my spiritual master! O my dear Lord! There is no hope no hope no hope!

You have neglected that I am a fool, and have no qualifications, but by your causeless mercy you have 
blessed me with your transcendental glance.

Now please be merciful to me as I have no other place to go.

Please be merciful so that I may serve you in the state of:

trnad api su-nicena
taror api sahisnuna

amanina mana-dena
kirtaniyah sada harih

Please be merciful to me so that I may become your servant of the servants,

Please let me be your dog. O my Lord! O my Lord! O my Lord!

Damodara Krsna dasa
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you and Sri Gauranga.

Reading The Juhu Story has given me such intimate access into Srila Prabhupada’s thoughts at the time, 
as well as yours. There is so much to learn from the interactions that fill the pages. By your sharing your 
feelings, thoughts, and emotions and all the factoids from the circumstances, one thought keeps repeating 
in my mind: You are incredible!

Your attitude of service to your guru and your sheer devotion to Krishna are beyond exemplary. You fill 
the mind’s synapses with such a strong desire to have an ounce of what you feel for your guru. 

I pray to Krishna that you stay healthy and become more beloved to Sri Krishna and Srimati Radharani 
with each passing day.

Always in your debt,
your aspiring servant,
Devahuti devi dasi
Houston, Texas

Hare Krishna dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances upon the dust of your most merciful lotus feet. All glories to Srila 
Prabhupada.

Your lotus feet are the only true shelter from the battering material ocean of nescience.

Your instructions are just like a roadmap, showing the most direct path back home, back to Godhead. 
Your divine directions are passed down directly from Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
through the parampara of pure Vaishnavas.

Your daily chanting of the holy names is steadily improving the quality of my japa. May Srila Prabhupada 
bless you more and more. 

Your lotus feet are truly the only guiding light in this most dense fog of maya. 

Happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja, and thank you very much.

Your respectful and humble servant,
Bhakta Gary Sund
Lakeside, California
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Dearmost Guru Maharaja,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
Wish you a very happy Vyasa-puja. May we all eternally celebrate this day. 
 
We want to thank Lord Krishna and Srila Prabhupada for sending you to protect and provide us your 
divine shelter. Thank you so much for initiating us in this parampara. 
 
This is like a dream come true for us. We have had this desire since we were in Houston. By your mercy, 
this desire was fulfilled at the beginning of this year. We are eternally indebted to you for this.
 
You are the perfect example of how a disciple and a guru should be. Your sacrifice, determination, and 
enthusiasm is exemplary. Your sharp memory and beautiful smile is so mesmerizing. You have a very 
personal connection with your disciples, aspiring disciples, devotees in ISKCON, and your Godbrothers 
and Godsisters. If ISKCON is like a beautiful necklace, Srila Prabhupada and his disciples, like you, are 
the thread that is strengthening this necklace and adding new beads to it everyday.
 
You have touched so many lives and are trying to save them from this ocean of misery.
 
Thanks for giving your association by different means. Chanting with you is always so blissful. Thanks 
for often appearing in my dreams and giving your darshan. Thanks for giving us detailed insights of the 
moments you shared with Srila Prabhupada through your books.
 
Please bless us so that we also imbibe some of your qualities and become worthy of this Krishna conscious 
movement.
 
We don’t have sufficient words to thank you enough.
 
Have a wonderful Vyasa-puja. Our prayers to Sri Sri Radha-Nila-madhava for your good health.
 
Your eternal servants,
Hari Charan dasa, Sukumari Sundari dasi
Houston, Texas

Dearest Srila Giriraj Swami Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
All glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
Today is the most auspicious appearance day celebration. Feeling blessed to be a part of your family. You 
are so much dear to Srila Prabhupada.
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When your father offered you a check for one million dollars to leave Krsna consciousness, you smiled 
and refused the check. You had already realized that your spiritual father, Srila Prabhupada, was giving 
you the most priceless commodity: pure devotion to the Supreme Lord.
 
Srila Prabhupada rewarded you accordingly. He gave you a number of personal instructions.
 
It was that one night during one of Srila Prabhupada’s early visits to Boston you got to drive him back to 
the temple after a program. During that drive you asked him something that had been on your mind for 
a long time.
 
“Srila Prabhupada,” you said, “What should I do with the rest of my life?”
 
He paused for a moment and then replied, “Just study our books very thoroughly and chant Hare Krishna.
 
Maharaja, today I am thinking of you and wish you a wonderful day and an enthusiastic year in your 
service to Srila Prabhupada and Krishna.
 
And thank you so much for accepting me at the most crucial time of my life after my Guru Maharaja’s 
departure.
 
I will be indebted eternally. I am living on your blessings.

Your menial servant,
Indulekha Gopi dasi
San Francisco
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Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.  Maharaja, kindly accept my humble 
offerings on the auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, 2021.

Maharaja, I requested for shelter under your care last year during Covid pandemic times. I have the 
feeling of utmost gratitude to you for giving your blessings to me and my family. Your presence in our lives 
has given us a sense of security in the midst of thick and thins. 

I have experienced that the power of your blessings has increased my taste in harinama. My sadhana has 
become stronger day by day. I am more committed to serve Lord Krishna and his devotees. 

All obstacles in my spiritual progress seem to fade away when I meditate over your loving smile. In you I 
see the shadow of Srila Prabhupada. This gives me the strength to keep progressing every day to become 
a pure devotee. 

By reading your books, I have learnt to be submissive and obedient. I have learnt that this is the only 
attitude which will make me Krishna conscious. I have become much more serious in my service attitude 
after listening to your lectures. I am also amazed and in awe of your service attitude towards us poor fallen 
souls. Your promptness in personally reaching out to each one of us has shown me that you truly represent 
Srila Prabupada and Lord Sri Krishna. 

Just as Krishna is so close to us in our hearts as paramatma; similarly, you are always close and available 
to all of us at every moment of life. Maharaja, you have become the pole star of our little family of four 
providing guidance to us on every step of the way.

I so much look forward to serving you. I am sure that you will purify my heart and take away all my 
anarthas in this pursuit of mine.  May Krishna bestow me even one drop of your qualities of humility and 
simplicity. 

I wish you a very very happy birthday Maharaja.

Your humble aspiring servant,
Jai Bikhchandani
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dear Giriraj Swami,

The following is a piece I wrote for my writing club for a prompt entitled, “A Dream You’ve Had about 
Someone You Know.” I tried to explain our philosophy and guru-disciple relationship in a way that is 
understandable to someone who has no knowledge of Krishna or the Vedas. I hope you enjoy this offering 
as my tribute to you as I continue to seek my writing voice as a preaching and teaching platform.
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Twenty-six years ago, I met my spiritual master, my guru, Tamal Krishna Goswami. We may have many 
teachers and guides throughout our lives and indeed I am certainly blessed to have had many. But one 
voice stands out above the rest, the one voice that makes everything make sense. For me, that one voice is 
Tamal Krishna Goswami.

While we can have gurus, teachers, for many different reasons, for instance, a fitness guru, a spiritual 
teacher guides us to live all aspects of life in a spiritual way to connect to God. A spiritual master promises 
to guide us to live in such a way as to reawaken our dormant love of God and rekindle our unique 
relationship to Him. 

A year after I met Tamal Krishna Goswami, I underwent a ceremony to finalize my promise to him 
and officially become his disciple, student. During this ceremony we make promises to each other. We 
promise to follow their instructions, and try to put God in the center of our life. We make four principle 
vows of things we will not do, and we promise to engage in mantra meditation of chanting the Hare 
Krishna mantra daily. 

In return, he promises to guide me on my spiritual journey. This link is permanent life after life—even 
after I attain my full knowledge of my true self and my relationship to God.

So I was devastated when, six years later, he died in a tragic car accident. I felt lost and alone. I remember 
going to the temple and praying for guidance. I know I still had many people to turn to to guide me, but 
no one knew quite the right words to say to cut through my ego, my doubts, my resistance to allow me to 
surrender to God and honor my relationship to God.

Years later, I met Giriraj Swami. He was a close friend of Tamal Krishna Goswami. He took on the 
responsibility of guiding the disciples of Tamal Krishna Goswami. My father became his disciple and 
Giriraj Swami looked after our whole family’s spiritual journey.

A guru can hold two major ceremonies for their disciple. One is the harinama initiation, which I received 
from Tamal Krishna Goswami. The second ceremony is called the Brahmana initiation. It reemphasizes 
the promises of the first and allows one to worship the deities in the temple. 

God and Goddess (Krishna and Radha) agree to take on the form of statues to allow us to learn the art of 
worship and to form an intimate and personal relationship to Them. Worship of the deities is extravagant 
with a lot of fanfare! At any temple, there are certain standards of cleanliness that have to be met especially 
in the areas where the deities are and all of the paraphernalia to worship Them are stored. 

While we clean our bodies and the room physically, we also chant mantras to purify our mind and the 
room energetically. Each temple has a different form/ mood of God and has a name corresponding Their 
mood. In Dallas, the deities are named Sri Sri Radha-Kalachandji. Radha is the name of the Goddess and 
Kalachandji is another name for Krishna, God, that means black moon face. 

The worship is elaborate with services starting early in the morning with waking up the deities, feeding 
Them several times a day, meals and snacks, dressing the deities in the morning in day outfits and in the 
evenings in Their PJs, and putting Them to bed at the end of the day. Each of these services is divided up 



40

amongst all the people who have taken Brahmana initiation.

I really wanted to take part in these services but with my guru gone, I no longer had anyone to bestow 
this mercy on me—until I met Giriraj Swami. Even though there were many events that indicated he was 
meant to pick up the mantle of Tamal Krishna Goswami, I still had doubts. 

Then I had a very special dream. They say when you dream of a spiritually potent person, they actually 
come to visit you—and it’s not just a dream, it’s a vision of sorts. I was in the Dallas temple room. I was 
so pleasantly shocked to see my guru, Tamal Krishna Goswami. Even though it was a dream, in my mind 
I knew this was an amazing event because he left this earth years ago. I felt bathed in love and peace. I 
remember saying to him, with tears in my eyes, “I miss you so much and I’m so happy to see you.” 

He smiled and his eyes twinkled. He responded, “I am honored that you are here and touched that you are 
so happy. But there’s no need to miss me when you have Giriraj Swami here.” He pointed towards an area 
next to him. “I sent him here to you to look after you for me. I am still guiding you through him.” 

I turned to look where he was pointing, I didn’t realize anyone was standing next to him, my focus was 
only on him and everything else faded away. So when I looked, I saw Giriraj Swami warmly smiling at me. 
I felt that same rush of love and peace as I did when I saw my guru. I turned back to where he was standing 
and he was gone. Disappeared once again after he delivered this important message to me. 

I remember waking up, my eyes filled with tears, my mind filled with peace, and my heart filled with 
love. It was at that moment that I knew for sure that Giriraj Swami was indeed a blessing in my life and I 
decided to take Brahmana initiation from him.
 
Anyone who is Facebook friends with me knows that I love dressing the deities. This year marks ten years 
since Giriraj Swami awarded me Brahmana initiation that allows me to do so. That means ten years of 
dressing the deities! It’s an amazing meditation to think that I am actually dressing God and Goddess and 
“hanging” out with Them during these moments. It’s so intimate and personal. I get to bathe Them and 
dress Them in the outfit of the day. I get to style Them with the jewelry and other accessories to accentuate 
Their beauty. It is my favorite service. 

I am forever grateful to Giriraj Swami for blessing me with the mercy to do this service and to Tamal 
Krishna Goswami for continuing to take care of me and my spiritual progress through Giriraj Swami. 

Your servant, 
Jaya Sri Radhe devi dasi
Dallas, Texas
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namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale 
srimati bhaktivedanta svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada.

We wish you a very happy Vyas-puja and pray to Their Lordships for your good health and protection.

Guru Maharaja, you are so compassionate and merciful to all of us. Day and night, tirelessly and selflessly 
you are distributing the highest knowledge, guidance, and encouragement to help us achieve the goal of 
life, love of Godhead. 

In the Srimad Bhagavatam gopis glorify the personalities like Your Divine Grace calling them bhuri-da 
janah, the most munificent persons:

tava kathamrtam tapta-jivanam
kavibhir iditam kalmasapaham

sravana-mangalam srimad atatam
bhuvi grnanti ye bhuri-da janah

“The nectar of Your words and the descriptions of Your activities are the life and soul of those suffering 
in this material world. These narrations, transmitted by learned sages, eradicate one’s sinful reactions and 
bestow good fortune upon whoever hears them. These narrations are broadcast all over the world and are 
filled with spiritual power. Certainly those who spread the message of Godhead are most munificent.” (SB 
10.31.9)

Guru Maharaja, you are always trying to save the souls burning in the fire of material existence by pouring 
down the nectarean rain of krsna-katha and giving them a life of eternity, knowledge, and bliss.

Guru Maharaja, you are always inspiring and encouraging us to chant attentively and defenselessly. Every 
day you kindly give us your association and allow us to chant with you, teaching us by your personal 
example. 

Guru Maharaja, on this auspicious day, I pray that you may always allow me to serve your lotus feet 
eternally.
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Aspiring to be always in your service,
Kalpataru dasi
Houston, Texas

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my prostrated obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace! All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada!

When starting in Krishna consciousness, I often encountered statements that seemed to be contradictory 
to my naïve understanding. For example, verse 18.71 from the Bhagavad-gita states, “And one who listens 
with faith and without envy becomes free from sinful reaction and attains to the planets where the pious 
dwell.” I would often wonder how it is possible to act without envy if one is affected by sinful reaction. 
Broadly speaking, how is it possible to act on the pure platform if we have just come from fully conditioned 
material life? Guru Maharaja, it would seem that you came from a materially conditioned environment, 
but it is my understanding that your decisions in spiritual life were on the pure platform no matter what 
situation you were in. This seems truly incredible. All your decisions were sincerely motivated by whether 
they would please Srila Prabhupada, your spiritual master, and that for me practically resolves the apparent 
contradiction. Krishna allows one to access the pure platform, even if one happens to be materially 
conditioned, and to meaningfully live out the truth in such verses. By living your life in accordance with 
sastra and in accordance with the sole desire to please Srila Prabhupada, you have always exemplified 
perfection to me. 

You often speak of how anyone can be acting on the platform of pure devotional service as long as they do 
not have ulterior motives and are sincerely trying to please the spiritual master. Your example gives hope 
to all of us by opening up the dynamic possibilities in Krishna consciousness, no matter where we stand 
in devotional service. This became even clearer while reading I’ll Build You a Temple, which is a spiritual 
masterpiece that only deepens my gratitude to you.

In addition, you are a living testament and glorification of verse 10.10 from Bhagavad-gita: tesam satata 
yuktanam . . . There are unlimited ways in which your perfection springing from your surrender is 
manifest. One of them is your personal dealings with devotees. You extend yourself unconditionally to 
one and all, in the most appropriate way, the most compassionate way, and in a way that is most faithful 
to Srila Prabhupada, and then you go the extra mile that very few could—to infuse your dealings with 
endlessly refined sensitivity. But, of course, no words can truly capture the essence of your dealings and 
activities, as they are purely transcendental.

You often quote Srila Prabhupada stating once that the most important verse in shastra is yasya deve para 
bhaktir, yatha deve tatha gurau, tasyaite kathita hy arthah prakasante mahatmanah, that the true purport 
of Vedic knowledge is manifest to one who has developed unflinching faith in the Lord and His pure 
representative and manifestation, the spiritual master. I pray that I may develop this unflinching faith by 
following all your instructions, which I cherish, “no matter how big or small.” You have been merciful to 
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instruct me personally in many ways—verbally and in other ways—and I aspire to one day live up to and 
serve all your instructions, which is only possible by your mercy. 

Please accept this fallen soul whom you have saved from the hopelessly deep well of ignorance.

Your aspiring servant,
Karunavatara dasa
ISKCON of DC, Potomac, Maryland

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace and 
Srila Prabhupada!

Thank you for writing the book entitled, I’ll Build You a Temple. Here are the  parts that I liked from the 
book:

1. How the devotees got the land: I liked the part at the end of Chapter 1, when Mrs. Nair gave the land 
to Srila Prabhupada, and the settlement with the Mehtas happened.

2. How Mr. Sethi protected the temple from the gundas: I liked how Mr. Sethi said to Mhatre, “50 gundas 
is not enough. I have 250 cartridges, so you have to at least bring 251.”

3. How the ward officer stopped the Municipal Corporation from demolishing the temple: I liked how 
Bal Thackeray told the ward officer to stop the demolition.

4. How the newspaper said that A.B. Nair was dead: I liked how Guru Maharaja was surprised to see the 
headline while walking in Bombay.

5. Advertisement for the first pandal program in Bombay in Cross Maidan: I liked how the balloon only 
said, “Hare Krishna.”

6. Prabhupada and devotees on stage for the first pandal program in Bombay: I liked that there were lots 
of people.

7. How Yasoda, the mother of Jagad Purusa Prabhu, cursed Krishna Rao Rane: When the temple was 
being burnt by torches, he was laughing, and the curse was that, “One day you will also burn.”

I liked your classes that you gave on Zoom.

Your servant,
Karunya Bhava dasa
ISKCON of DC, Potomac, Maryland
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Thank you, Giriraj Swami, for allowing me to visit your beautiful ashram in Carpinteria. I loved playing 
with Radhe Radhe and going on hikes with you. Being at the ashram with you helped me get closer to 
Krishna.

Hare Krishna,
Kavan (age 11)
Houston, Texas

Thank you, Giriraj Swami, for writing your wonderful book I’ll Build You a Temple: The Juhu Story. I 
thoroughly enjoyed reading this book, and it has moved me to grow spiritually. I loved it so much that I’m 
reading it another time!

Hare Krishna,
Kalyani (age 13)
Houston, Texas

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace! 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

Guru Maharaja, this year we have witnessed you preach relentlessly, supporting many sangas, many 
disciples, and well-wishers by your presence. Your determination, your enthusiasm, your patience, your 
tolerance, your steadfastness, and your loyalty to Srila Prabhupada and ISKCON appears to be heightened 
each time that you speak. However, one quality that always strikes me, and that I am deeply grateful for, 
is your love. 

It is only your love
For Guru and Gauranga
That pervades every nerve
Every anga.

You share
Your time and care
Ever dependent on Prabhupada’s grace
You make this world a holy place.

It is only your love
That makes us believe
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What lies ahead, above
What we may, someday, receive.

You demonstrate
That perfected state
You embody that love so sweet
Holding on to Prabhupada’s feet.

It is only your love
That can melt this iron heart
I beg I may have
This love, in part
Someday, sometime
By your grace, sublime. 

One statement that has been a meditation this past year, was spoken by you at the end of the ISKCON 
GBC SPT lecture on the “Internal Mood of Lord Caitanya.” At the very end, when you were asked to reveal 
the secret of your fidelity to Srila Prabhupada, you replied, “Srila Prabhupada bound me with his love and 
compassion. I can’t really separate my life from Srila Prabhupada. I always pray to him. Before giving this 
talk, I was praying to him. Everything good in my life is because of his mercy. I can’t get enough of him.”

Your words represented the perfection of life. You have perfected your life, Guru Maharaja, as a follower of 
Srila Prabhupada. In that moment, a vision crossed my eyes, with you face-to-face with Srila Prabhupada 
—seeking advice, receiving grace, and serving Srila Prabhupada’s lotus feet with all your being. In this 
regard, I pray at your lotus feet to embrace your love fully. I am deeply grateful for your grace by which all 
auspiciousness has manifested. 

Guru Maharaja, reading your latest book has given us a deeper insight into your relationship with Srila 
Prabhupada and the devotees, and has encouraged us in deepening our relationship with you and Srila 
Prabhupada. In the book, you quote Srila Prabhupada’s words from Calcutta, where he had raised the 
question, “What is the duty of the spiritual master, and what is the duty of the disciple?” Then Srila 
Prabhupada had given the answer, “The duty of the spiritual master is to serve Krishna, and the duty of 
the disciple is to assist the spiritual master.” In this regard, I pray to be a dutiful disciple. Although I do so 
little in your service, and I am shamefully aware of my incapabilities, I pray to serve you as you desire, and 
I aspire to do the needful as you always did in Srila Prabhupada’s service. 

Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for binding me with your abundant love and compassion. 

jogyata-vicare, kichu nahi pai,
tomara karuna—sara

karuna na hoile, kandiya kandiya,
prana na rakhibo ara

 
Your grateful and indebted servant, 
Kishori Radha dasi 
ISKCON of DC, Potomac, Maryland
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My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace! All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada!

About two months ago you posted an article about Lokanath Goswami on his disappearance day. You 
quoted one song from Narottama dasa Thakura which really captured my attention. The translation is as 
follows:

“O Lokanatha, O Gurudeva! If you are pleased with me, please keep me in the shelter of your lotus feet 
and cast your merciful glance upon me. By your mercy I can find the perfection of inner fulfillment. And 
by your mercy I can someday meet Sri Chaitanya and Radha-Krishna. If you are not merciful to me, then 
what shall I do? Please, just once, fulfill my heart’s desire. In the three worlds of birth and death no one 
is more in need of your mercy. Please give me your mercy and give me a place at your lotus feet. Day and 
night I sing the qualities and pastimes of Radha and Krishna. Still, the inner aspirations of Narottama 
for the service of Sri Sri Radha-Govinda and Chaitanya Mahaprabhu can be realized only through your 
grace, O Lokanatha Gosvami Prabhu.”

This is quite significant. One may be a big yogi, jnani, or even a Krishna devotee, but without the shelter 
of the lotus feet of the bona fide spiritual master, one cannot find inner fulfillment, nor one day meet Sri 
Chaitanya and Radha-Krishna. Even though one may be a big devotee and sing the qualities and pastimes 
of Radha and Krishna day and night, still one’s aspirations for service to Sri Chaitanya and the Divine 
Couple cannot be realized without the grace of the guru.

This is such a deep message to all of us, even to those who think that they don’t need to accept a living 
guru to guide them. Unfortunately they don’t realize what they are missing out on.

Today is also one year now since we received your new pranama mantra by the grace of His Holiness 
Indradyumna Swami Maharaja. I feel so happy whenever I recite these pranama mantras, especially when 
I am doing an offering at home. Sometimes I feel just your pranama mantras are enough. Everybody is 
there: Srila Prabhupada, the shastras, Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari, and the devotees. What more do we need? 
Sometimes I feel that simply hearing these two mantras, Radha and Krishna become so happy to accept 
the service we are trying to offer through Your Divine Grace although we are so unqualified. 

I feel extremely fortunate to have Your Divine Grace as my eternal spiritual master!

All glories to Your Divine Grace!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada who gave you to us.

Your eternal servant,
Krsangi dasi
New Dwaraka, Los Angeles
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

On this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I would like to thank you for the opportunity for me and my 
family to serve you and your staff at the Carpinteria ashram. There are many times when this question 
comes to my mind while I am engaged in some service for your divine grace, “why am I doing this 
service?”. And the answer that is somehow revealed is, “because I love my spiritual master”. 

The basis of our relationship with Lord Krishna is love, and loving Krishna means knowing Krishna’s 
form, qualities, and pastimes, knowing what pleases Him. At your ashram, you give us an opportunity to 
know who Krishna is, by allowing us to serve you, a pure devotee of Krishna. You train us to be aware of 
what pleases you and what doesn’t.

You sometimes reveal to us in the heart what we should do that will please you. One such incident 
happened during Covid lockdown, when your new book The Juhu Story came out. Although we could 
not meet you in person, you inspired me to assist in managing the distribution of your new book.

I pray that I can become a better servant of your servants. I pray for your good health. I pray for more road 
trips where I get to drive you on your preaching activities. I pray to improve the quality of my service to 
you.

Begging to remain at your lotus feet,
Your insignificant servant,
Krishna Kirtan dasa
Ventura, California

Dearest Guru Maharaja, Srila Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

The most significant part of my life was the time I lived in Sri Vrindavan dhama. That extraordinary 
opportunity—the most extraordinary mercy—came directly from you. 

When I first joined ISKCON in 1985, South Africans were not allowed to visit India. You had been blackballed 
because of your preaching in Pakistan and the suspicion that you were working for the CIA against Indian 
interests. Nothing, of course, could have been further from the truth, and in due course, in 1990, after an 
absence of six years, you were able to return. 

On one of your first trips back to South Africa from India, you met all of us (at the Hillbrow temple in 
Johannesburg) and handed out four-by-six pictures of different Deities and holy places in Vrindavan. I received 
a small photograph of Srimati Radharani’s lotus feet. It felt like the greatest treasure I had ever received. At that 
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time, I liked making picture frames, and I decided that I would enlarge the photograph and make a special 
frame for it. While on sankirtana, I would walk around the Oriental Market in Johannesburg, looking at lace 
and silk and different beads and embellishments with which to decorate the frame, but nothing quite captured 
what I felt was the mood of Srimati Radharani. Not that I really knew—it was all just intuition. I began to 
understand that this was an invitation, a call to my heart, to go to Srimati Radharani, to learn about Her, to 
meditate upon Her, to pray to Her. It was not just about a picture frame; it was that you had planted a seed 
of transcendental mercy within my heart. I began to read everything I could find about Radharani’s divine 
qualities, Her divine compassion, and Her divine abode, Sri Vrindavan dhama, in Srila Prabhupada’s books. 

Shortly thereafter, I found myself in Vrindavan. You had instructed Mother Arca Vigraha when she found out 
she was terminally ill with cancer, “Just give up everything, go to Vrindavan, and let Srimati Radharani take 
over.” Without hesitation, she had complied. She requested, and you confirmed, that I go with her and help her. 
And there I was, a neophyte soul with a hungry heart, soaking up every drop of mercy Vrindavan had to offer. 

I am so grateful to you, Guru Maharaja, for giving me this amazing opportunity. Through my service to 
Mother Arca Vigraha, I got so much mercy, especially in the form of association with many of our most senior 
Vaishnava devotees. It is only in retrospect that we can connect the dots and see the straight line of the guru’s 
mercy running through our lives. 

After Mother Arca Vigraha left, there was a vacuum in my heart. The magical world of close-knit association 
and extraordinary mercy, which I had mistaken as being “normal,” crumbled as everyone scattered around the 
world, developing their own projects. I felt like an orphan. 

But Arca Vigraha had laid the foundation for the rest of my life by instructing me to serve you personally. 
Other senior Vaishnavas like Tamal Krishna Goswami and Radhanath Swami gave me the same instruction.

Now, years later, after many tests and tribulations, I feel more unqualified and unworthy than ever. But I also 
know that divine mercy continues to work on us in mysterious ways, beyond the reach of our analytical minds 
and material senses, and that we should simply keep surrendering, keep “fighting the good fight,” and keep 
praying for the mercy of Guru and Gauranga. We are nothing but servants of the servants of the servants.

You, Guru Maharaja—despite being far away from your beloved Radha-Rasabihari, despite being far away from 
your beloved Vrindavan dhama—remain solid as a rock, undeviating in your devotion to Srila Prabhupada. 
You are not interested in everyday politics, psychology, sociology, or other worldly affairs. You have only one 
interest: to serve Srila Prabhupada. 

On this auspicious day, I pray for a fraction of your rock-like steadiness, your grace in the face of adversity, your 
simplicity of devotion. And I pray that by your mercy, I may one day become worthy of Srimati Radharani’s 
sidelong glance of mercy and compassion.

Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for your kindness to this insignificant soul. 

Your aspiring disciple,
Kuntidevi dasi
Carpinteria, California
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My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept respectful obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Loving Grace. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to your divine appearance in this material world.

Guru Maharaja, in one Vyasa-puja offering of yours to Srila Prabhupada, you had mentioned that you 
used to bring people to meet Srila Prabhupada while the latter was physically present. So, although you 
wondered what would be your service when Srila Prabhupad left, you understood that your service 
persisted despite his physical absence.

In a recent lecture on The Juhu Story where Your Divine Grace read about the temple demolition section, I 
was deeply pained to hear again the horror story of how saintly devotees had to survive such inexplicable 
circumstances. Why? So that you and others could bring thousands to Srila Prabhupada and fortunately 
I am one of those thousands.
 
The burden of debt is unrepayable and The Juhu Story is the testimony. No one connected to Srila 
Prabhupada’s movement in the city of Bombay can be absolved of the burden of the debt of this unrepayable 
gratitude.
 
You did not just give yourself to Srila Prabhupada’s service fifty years ago in Bombay, instead every day, 
every hour you still do the same, e.g. sometime back Sunita Jajodia, my sister-in-law, had written to Your 
Divine Grace about something that was deeply bothering her which according to you was somewhat of a 
skewed perception. After reading the letter twice, you called for me and read it to me yet again and then 
chose to respond to relevant sections and you personally typed the response yourself with one finger. 
It took Your Divine Grace about a few hours to complete the process. This was the concern of a simple 
aspiring devotee, without any background of significant service to the preaching movement. It did not 
matter to you; what mattered to you was that someone in distress had approached you and you were willing 
to give your quality time and attention and kind instructions regardless of their ability to reciprocate.
 
This debt is unrepayable, but in another offering to Srila Prabhupada you said we ought to try to pay back 
and in that effort you and the parampara acharyas nudge and push and tolerate and accept each of our 
minuscule failing efforts and purify us. It is this effort that gives a painful hope against heart that some 
day we shall be awarded the eternal shelter at your lotus feet and at Srila Prabhupada’s lotus feet—for what 
else is worth aspiring for.
 
Srila Rupa Goswami prays. “O Lord of the poor, do what you like with me, give me either mercy or 
punishment, but in this world I have none to look to except Your Lordship. The cataka bird always prays 
for the cloud, regardless of whether it showers rain or throws a thunderbolt.” (SB 2.4.3-4 purport)

Praying for eternal shelter, protection, service, and guidance at your lotus feet and lotus feet of your 
servants.

Lalita-devi dasi
Columbus, Ohio
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine, Loving 
Grace.

This is the last and the least offering for your Vyasa-puja. Damodar Prabhu is ready to wrap up the book. 
What can I possibly say to thank you and to glorify you? You, so sublime and I, so mundane.

Dear Guru Maharaja, it is simply not possible to do you justice, but I know this is my duty, privilege, and 
an opportunity to come closer to your profound and transcendental person. Let me then endeavor for I 
would be even more of a fool and a rascal if I allow procrastination and ignorance to waste the blessing of 
expressing a few words of love and appreciation to you.

Dear Guru Maharaja, I am so proud of you. Everything you do or say is a sublime example of a perfected 
person. It is truly awesome to behold. I can’t believe my good fortune to have found myself under your 
care. It was your mercy, pure and simple. Literally, you chose me as there was no way I would have figured 
it out by myself. Thank you, thank you. 

Every memory of exchanges we have had makes the chunk of ice that is my heart melt a little. You have 
occasionally chastised me, but always gently and briefly. Mostly, you have been kind and encouraging. I 
would not have been able to handle harshness (because of my mind or false ego) and you seem to know 
this. You have been so patient. Thank you, dear Guru Maharaja. 

After 25 years of trucking along, dragging my heels, I can shout it loud:  I choose you, I choose you, I love 
you, you are my beloved spiritual father, my leader, my guide, my eternal light. I am your eternal servant 
and I could not be happier or prouder to belong to you. 

I promise to try harder and make a more serious effort to chant better, read Srila Prabhupada’s books and 
listen to your classes. I promise to try to become a real disciple and aspiring bhakti yoga practitioner. 

Once, you gave me the instruction to chant and serve and be a good example. I will write that more deeply 
on my heart and mind so that one day I will do and be that.

Your latest book (of many more to come) is wonderful—it is exciting, suspenseful and beautifully, carefully 
written as well as a humble glorification of Srila Prabhupad and a clear expression of deep spiritual 
realization. It is full of examples of your transcendental brilliance. You are just perfect!

I pray that I stop wasting time and somehow in this lifetime take genuine advantage of the absolute wealth 
of your association. 

Your eternal and grateful servant,
Lavanga Manjari dasi
Krishna Farm, San Diego
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

This year, I would like to appreciate two of your special qualities. The first is your unwavering faith in the 
philosophy and practices of Krishna consciousness. In this time of uncertainty, when our minds are so 
easily disturbed, your fixed faith and commitment help anchor us, strengthen our faith, and give us hope. 

The second is your extraordinary ability to pay attention. You are completely attentive to every aspect 
and detail of your service to Sri Guru, Sri Krishna, and the Vaishnavas. You are willing to give your full 
attention—to chanting, to writing, to caring for devotees, and to all your services—because you want to give 
yourself wholeheartedly to serving Sri Krishna. The quality of our love depends on the quality of attention 
we pay to that which we love. You are showing us how to develop love for Krishna, by learning to give our 
attention fully to everything related to His service. In a time when so many factors and circumstances in 
life seem to steer us toward doubt, fear, distraction, and shallowness, your example of focusing with deep 
attention on our eternal welfare and ultimate goal is inestimably valuable.

Thank you for your guidance and steadfast example. Thank you for engaging me in your service.

Happy Vyasa-puja!

Your grateful servant,
Madhurika dasi
Alachua, Florida

My dear Guru Maharaja, 

All glories to your lotus feet.

I have been given so much mercy by you. shastra sings the glory of the guru. You are the friend to this 
want-to-be devotee.

You point out by your example how important it is to chant the holy name of the Lord. I recall once you 
asked me if I had chanted my rounds. My reply was, “Can we ever chant enough?”

I wish that someday I can develop love for the holy name of the Lord. If I can somehow or other please 
you, then love for the maha-mantra will unfold.

Begging for your mercy,
Maha Mantra Siddhi dasa
Dallas
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My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to the dust of your beautiful lotus feet. All glories to Srila 
Prabhupada.

About two years ago I had the good fortune and mercy to listen to one of your classes. Being part of a new 
and small rural temple in Indianapolis—and new to bhakti-yoga—more than ever, I knew the importance 
of taking shelter of a spiritual master. 

Although I had listened to some other gurus, I kept coming back to you. I know today that Krishna was 
gently, but firmly guiding me to you, and your gentle, kind, and knowledgeable mood of sharing the love 
of Srila Prabhupada through your memories.  

When I wrote to you for the first time—now almost a year ago—I was bereft, in a very uncomfortable 
relationship, having to make a very difficult decision, and asked if you would grant me shelter of your 
lotus feet as your student. Even though I was not worthy, you agreed to guide me and told me to, “Leave 
immediately for New Vrindaban.”  Because of this direction, scary as it was, I took the leap which opened 
up my heart and filled it with the desire to hopefully please you in whatever ways you direct me to serve.  

On July 9th of this year, you mercifully accepted me as your disciple. Even though I’ve not met you in 
person, I felt like you were right there in the room with me through Zoom. 

Your love is palpable, and the spiritual name you gifted me with, Mirabai devi dasi, is very humbling. 
Every day I read her poetry, and  marvel at her dedication to our Lord Krishna. If I am able to please you 
through my service with one iota of her love and dedication, I will be content. 

Thank you for cleansing the dirty things in my heart. My heart is full and open to learn from you all I can, 
like a sponge soaking up your nectar. 

I’ve read all your previous books, and am now reading your latest, I’ll Build You a Temple – The Juhu Story.  

I am constantly in awe of the love and dedication with which you served your spiritual master, Srila 
Prabhupada. The austerities you experienced, the illnesses you bore, never complaining. I ponder whether 
I would have been able to stay in the movement as I have it so easy today.  

Know that I am eternally grateful to you for saving me from my wretched life. Hopefully one day soon I 
may bow down to the dust of your exquisite lotus feet.

Your eternal servant,
Mirabai devi dasi
New Vrindavan, West Virginia
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Beloved Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my prostrated obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Sa mahatma su-durlabhah

The scriptures say that the existence of a pure devotee of Krishna is extremely rare. You are one such rare 
person, Gurudeva. One who has completely surrendered his life for the pleasure of Srila Prabhupada. One 
whose entire time is engaged in preaching and serving. One who, without any consideration of personal 
comfort, gives himself completely to any soul that approaches him for help. One who is an exemplar of 
humility, perfect conduct, compassion, and love. It is impossible to describe all the qualities that make 
you a mahatma.

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija

Back in 2014, by your causeless mercy, you kindly allowed me to render some personal service unto you. 
And I strongly believe that during that time, you planted the seed of devotional service in my heart. I 
have not been able to fathom how I, a worthless wandering soul, came in contact with a personality like 
yourself. I can only keep scratching my head and thank my good fortune.

yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado
yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto ’pi

Although I do not have complete realization of my good fortune, neither do I have any good qualities, I 
still have faith and hope. I have faith in you and I have hope that someday I will be able to please you. I 
cannot thank you enough for accepting me. I promise you that I will keep trying. 

Thank you very much.

Your servant,
Narottama Dasa Thakura dasa
Gainsville, Florida

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnana drdha-sadhana saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto Srila Giriraj Swami, who is very dear to Lord Krishna on this earth, 
having taken shelter at His lotus feet.  He is loved by Srila Prabhupada and is an expert speaker and knower 
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of shastra.  He is fixed in sadhana and has given his life in service to Radha-Rasabihari and the devotees.”

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humblest obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet again and again.  All glories to Srila 
Prabhupada and Your Holiness.

On the most auspicious occasion of your blessed 74th Vyasa-puja, I offer you my most sincere gratitude and 
love for mercifully giving me your shelter and connecting me to our illustrious parampara, unconditionally 
caring for and dutifully guiding me as a loving father, and responsibly exemplifying the proper mood and 
conduct of a serious spiritual practitioner through your words and actions and thus providing a role 
model for the worldwide congregation of devotees.
  
You are unequivocally the greatest gift in my life. In fact, when I returned to Denver after having personally 
received brahmana-diksa from you and related the circumstances to your dear godsister Mother Nidra, 
she echoed the same sentiment: “You are very fortunate [to have him as your guru].”  

Indeed, you are a fountain of mercy and grace, and you are letting conditioned souls like me drink freely 
from that fountain.
  
My words cannot capture the breadth of your divine qualities and magnificent devotional accomplishments, 
and so I hope you will accept this humble offering – a poeticized version of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti 
Thakura’s Sri Gurvastakam – to honor your grace.

Obeisances to you, dear Gurudeva!
Benedicted by the oceanic mercy from above,

You extinguish the fire of material life with your love.
An ocean of auspicious qualities you possess – 

Like a cloud pouring water on a forest fire – 
You save us conditioned souls from material duress.

Obeisances to you, dear Gurudeva!
Gladdened by the sankirtana movement of the divine,

You chant, dance, and sing in a way so wondrously fine.
Relishing the mellows of pure devotion in the mind – 

Hair standing, body quivering, and tears flowing –
You exhibit symptoms one can hardly find.

Obeisances to you, dear Gurudeva!
Performing temple worship of the Divine Couple,

You engage us in this process to make our heart supple.
A host of services are included –

Dressing Their forms, cleaning Their temple, and others – 
To help our minds from becoming deluded.



57

Obeisances to you, dear Gurudeva!
Always offering Krishna four kinds of food,

You are ever in a superlative devotional mood.
Seeing us devotees then partake the bhagavat-prasada remnants –

Offerings of licked, chewed, drunk, and sucked foods –
You are satisfied to see us becoming freed from our resentments.

Obeisances to you, dear Gurudeva!
Absorbed in the thoughts of the divine male and female,

You meditate on topics of a supramundane tale.
You aspire to relish these at every moment – 

Hearing and chanting Their pastimes, qualities, names, forms –
Showing what is available to one without a material bent.

Obeisances to you, dear Gurudeva!
Extremely dear to Krishna and his intimate servants,

You are expert in assisting the gopis without disturbance.
The nature of that service is absolutely sublime – 

Making tasteful arrangements for the Divine Couple’s loving affairs – 
Awarded when purified in due course of time.

Obeisances to you, dear Gurudeva!
You are to be honored as much as God,

For you are His most confidential servitor—not a fraud!
A bona fide representative of Sri Hari—

As decreed in the revealed scriptures and by all authorities—
You rightfully deserve all praise and glory!

Obeisances to you, dear Gurudeva!
You are the way to Krishna without doubt,

By your mercy Krishna’s benediction will sprout.
Without your grace, spiritual life is a lost cause – 

Thus we praise, remember, and offer obeisances to you thrice daily – 
To become free from Maya’s stringent laws.

I love and cherish you, and I offer myself to you to do as you please.

Your eternal servant with love,
Nitai dasa
Denver, Colorado
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Although superficially the Hare Krishna maha-mantra 
appears to be a simple combination of three different 

words arranged in a combination of sixteen, actually it 
contains the entire spiritual world.

As we go deeper and deeper into chanting the maha-
mantra, we come closer and closer to entering 
the spiritual world and the pastimes of Radha and Krishna. 

Giriraj Swami, talk on Sri Advaita Acharya’s appearance 
day, February 8, 2003, Camarillo, California



59

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

Hare Krishna dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my loving and respectful obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your 
Divine Grace.

The Krishna.com website states that Krishna is all-attractive, the possessor of all opulence in full. He is 
the performer of impossible feats; the one who gives pleasure to the senses; the protector of cows; the best 
master, son, lover, friend, and husband; the very source of existence and also the very object of existence.
We then talk about Srimati Radharani, the pleasure potency of the Lord. Hladini-sakti: one who gives hlad 
to Krishna—unbridled joy, ecstasy. She is devoid of envy and is an expert in utilizing others in Krishna’s 
service. She completely overlooks one’s disqualifications and magnifies whatever meagre qualities one has 
in order to engage them in the loving service of the Lord. And in this sense, She serves Krishna as well as 
guides the living entities. 

And then we come to Lord Balarama–Krishna’s own expansion; Balarama’s plenary portions and portions 
of His plenary portions maintain all spiritual and material planets. He is in everything and everything is 
in Him. In the age of Kali, Lord Baladeva or Balarama, appears as Nityananda Prabhu.

In the Cc Adi-lila, Srila Prabhupada mentions that, “Lord Baladeva in Krishnaloka is Nityananda Prabhu. 
Therefore Nityananda Prabhu is the original Sankarsana, and Maha-sankarsana and His expansions as 
the purusas in the universes are plenary expansions of Nityananda Prabhu.” The predominant mood of 
Nityananda Prabhu is one of compassion. And it is this particular mood which you highlighted in your 
Vyasa-puja offering to Srila Prabhupada both last year and this year.

You spoke of how Nityananda Prabhu’s mercy is limitless; it has no boundaries. And how Srila Prabhupada 
embodied this mood. You mentioned, and I quote, “There’s no one else in the history of our sampradaya, 
no one after Nityananda Prabhu, who has taken up that mood of approaching anyone and everyone 
without discrimination, without considering who is qualified and who is not.” To illustrate this point, 
you gave the example of how one disciple was smoking ganja, marijuana and how, although publicly Srila 
Prabhupada proclaimed that he would reject his disciple if he did not give up this habit, in private he 
admitted that no matter what, he would never reject his disciple.

This is not a petition to be allowed to smoke marijuana. This is instead an attempt to demonstrate the 
congruence of your mood with Srila Prabhupada’s.

The foundation of our movement rests in the tenet of “parampara.” The Lord talks about this in Bg 4.2: 
evam parampara-praptam. In the Introduction of the Krishna book, Srila Prabhupada demonstrates 
how to properly pay one’s respects to this system. And Narottama dasa Thakura sings about it in his 
Punah Prarthana song, sri-krsna-caitanya prabhu, daya kara more. But the necessary conditions of a bona 
fide parampara are those of preservation and unadulteration. And there is no higher proponent of this 
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demonstration than yourself. When Srila Prabhupada left this planet, I was three-years-old. As such, my 
association with him has been through his books, tape ministries, and video recordings. These are great, 
but they are formal or semi-formal in nature. In many situations I would find myself asking, “What would 
Srila Prabupada do? What would he say? How would he handle this situation?” My dear Guru Maharaja, 
you are the Wikipedia on Srila Prabhupada. Not only do you know the answer to all these questions, you 
can recall and articulate instances illustrating these situations and what was said and what was done. But, 
more importantly, you embody the “acaran” yourself. 

Chapter 10 of the Cc Adi-lila talks about the trunk, branches, and subbranches of the Chaitanya tree. If 
that chapter is ever expanded, then Srila Prabhupada would be one of the prominent branches, and you, 
the most prominent subbranch. As such, you, dear Guru Maharaja, are an extension of Srila Prabhupada. 
And so, your mood of compassion is no different from Srila Prabhupada’s and no different than Nityananda 
Prabhu’s. 

Many moons ago, you gave this lecture in Laguna Beach (I think) and you spoke of how you felt the 
pain of all the living entities that you came across in your walk one day on the beach–from the people 
you encountered down to the seagulls, who swooped down at great speeds onto the ocean body, putting 
their lives at risk in search of prey. As I was listening to that lecture, Kapila Muni’s words rang in my ears: 
suhrdah sarva dehinam. Srila Prabhupada once famously said that one of the challenges in India is that 
people do not know who is a mahatma. You are that “Mahatma.” As Kapila Muni aptly states, you are that 
sadhu. Narottama dasa Thakura sings about you: vede gay jahara carito. 

In 2019, in Carpinteria, amidst my negligent and substandard service, I had a brief moment of clarity 
when I realized how unqualified I was to be your disciple. I reasoned that the best moment to ask you 
a tough question would be between your second and third helping of dessert. And so I did. “You have 
such amazing disciples, Guru Maharaja—Damodar Prabhu, Varsabhanavi Prabhu, Param Dham Prabhu, 
Krishna Kirtan Prabhu, Swarup Damodar Prabhu, Ramanuja Prabhu, Kuntidevi Prabhu, Lalita Prabhu. 
The brightest suns in all the planetary systems. Let’s be honest, I am nothing compared to them. So, why 
did you decide to initiate me? Why?”

And in your infinite wisdom, without missing a heartbeat, you replied, “I don’t remember.”

But, Guru Maharaja, I now know why you did it. Your compassion is, after all, in the mood of Srimati 
Radharani and Nityananda Prabhu. You neglect one’s faults and highlight their insignificant qualities. You 
rule in the realm of possibilities.

When Sri Rupa and Sanatana Goswami met Chaitanya Mahaprabhu for the first time, they prayed thus 
(Madhya-lila 1.190), ‘‘Dear Lord, let us inform You that no one is more sinful than us, nor is there any 
offender like us. Even if we wanted to mention our sinful activities, we would immediately become 
ashamed. And what to speak of giving them up!”

But their prayer is not for themselves. Their prayer is for people like me who do not know how to pray. So, 
my dear Guru Maharaja, I simply repeat those words from my lips with the hope that someday I will be 
able to speak them from my heart. “You have incarnated to deliver the fallen souls. You should consider 
that in this world there is none more fallen than me.” And that I should consider there is none more 
compassionate than you. And so, I submit myself to your will.
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Please bless me on this auspicious day that I am able to serve your disciples, that I am able to assist them 
through my meagre capacities. That I am able to be a source of joy and comfort to them. May your mercy 
percolate through their lotus feet unto my heart.

I remain your unqualified servant,
Pandit srivas dasa
Cincinnati, Ohio   

Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

On this occasion of Vyasa-puja, I pray to the Lord that you stay healthy and please Srila Prabhupada and 
Krishna to your heart’s content. 

It’s amazing how you have a unique relationship with each one of us and your mercy extends just like 
Krishna extends and loves us all. You see our soul and not our outer coverings. You see our even little 
heartfelt service and not our shortcomings. 

Whenever I recite this prayer from Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.2.23, I think of your merciful nature. In one of 
your talks you talked about how you relate this verse to Srila Prabhupada’s merciful nature, and I can’t help 
but think how, just like Krishna, you are so supremely merciful to us. 

aho baki yam stana-kala-kutam
jighamsayapayayad apy asadhvi

lebhe gatim dhatry-ucitam tato ’nyam
kam va dayalum saranam vrajema

“Alas, how shall I take shelter of one more merciful than He who granted the position of mother to a 
she-demon [Putana] although she was unfaithful and she prepared deadly poison to be sucked from her 
breast?” (SB 2.3.23)

In the purport of this verse, this sentence stands out for me and I really relate to this: “The Lord accepts 
the least qualification of the living entity and awards him the highest reward.” Just like you accept our least 
qualification and have awarded me the highest reward to be known as your disciple. 

My best memories are those of serving you, and when I am going through difficult times, the memories 
of serving you brings a smile to my face. 

As always I say, Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for walking this earth and making this life of ours worth 
living. 
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Dandavat pranama at the dust of lotus feet,
Your servant eternally,
Priti Radhika dasi
Sacramento, California

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. Kindly accept my very humble 
offerings on the auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, 2021.

Maharaja, my Prabhu Jai and I reached out for your blessings last year, and we truly feel that with your 
shelter, our life finally has more meaning and direction. We had first met you in January 2019, and it is our 
utmost misfortune that we were not able to connect with you for more than a year thereafter. With Lord 
Krishna’s utmost mercy, in the tense atmosphere of the Covid pandemic, we seeked your shelter and you 
very kindly took us under your wings.

Maharaja, I think of you and your highest moods of service and humility all the time. While chanting 
my rounds in the morning, the thoughts of your beautiful, gentle japa are always my inspiration to chant 
better, and keep striving to improve my chanting (still with a lot of offenses). Whenever I feel lonely or 
helpless (under the influence of the modes of passion/ ignorance), I try to meditate on your lotus face and 
smile, and derive a lot of strength.

I have read some sections of your books and keep praying that I am able to read them more elaborately in 
the near future as I find them so soul-stirring and motivating.  Listening to your lectures is a very uplifting 
experience. Maharaja, I am always so grateful and impressed with your prompt email responses to my 
questions and realizations. Thank you so much, Maharaja.

Maharaja, my family and I were introduced to Krishna consciousness in the fall of 2018 and met you soon 
thereafter.  Both of these seem to be mystical appearances in our lives and remind me of these beautiful 
verses we read during our Sunday morning Caitanya-caritamrta reading sessions with devotee friends: 

eka adbhuta — sama-kale donhara prakasa
ara adbhuta — citta-guhara tamah kare nasa

“The first wonder is that both brothers appear simultaneously, and the other is that They illuminate the 
innermost depths of the heart.” (Cc Adi 1.101)

ei candra surya dui parama sadaya
jagatera bhagye gaude karila udaya

“These two, the sun and moon, are very kind to the people of the world. Thus for the good fortune of all, 
They have appeared on the horizon of Bengal.” (Cc Adi 1.102)



63

These verses about Lord Chaitanya and Lord Nityananda resonate with my sentiment of coming close 
to Krishna and taking your shelter. Lord Nityananda, the original guru of all the universes, distributed 
the mercy of Lord Krishna to all the fallen, materially conditioned souls of this age by congregational 
chanting of the Lord’s holy names. Similarly, we always need your mercy, Guru Maharaja.  According 
to the teachings of the acharyas, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu cannot be approached or understood without 
taking shelter of Nityananda Prabhu. In the same way, we can only aspire to reach Krishna only with your 
eternal support and blessings.

Thank you so much, Guru Maharaja, for all your love, support, and service for us fallen souls.

Wishing you a very, very happy Krishna conscious birthday, dearest Maharaja.

Your aspiring servant,
Priyanka Vashisht
Cincinnati, Ohio

“Krishna is the farm acharya. Baladeva is holding a plough, and Krishna is holding the calf. Krishna advised 
Nanda Maharaja not to perform Indra‐puja, but to worship the land, Govardhana, because it was supplying 
all foodstuffs for the residents of Vrindavan, and the cows as well.” ‐ Srila Prabhupada

In today’s world of Zoom encounters, I’ve noticed a widespread phenomenon. Many speakers make a 
deliberate, and even charming point to “stage” their onscreen background. Clearly more or less subtle messages 
are being sent. Authors display a stack of their current book on the table behind them, professors sit in front 
of a vast wall crammed full of books, sports commentators display their favorite player’s jersey framed in a 
glass display case. One day, just prior to Facebook japa time, I watched as you carefully adjusted your sitting 
place and the camera angle to display, just over your shoulder in the background, your painting of Krishna 
and Balarama with the cows.

The end result reminded me of the painting of Srila Prabhupada playing kartals in front of a painting of Sri 
Sri Radha‐Krishna with a cow in the background.

I expect this exact, persistent arrangement of yours is telling. You could choose almost any background for 
your Facebook chanting. Certainly Sri Sri Gandharvika‐Giridhari would be an obvious choice, as would 
your altar, or even simply to remain at your office desk with Krishna conscious books on shelves in the 
background. Yet you’ve chosen to display a vision of chanting . . . with yourself as a via‐medium into Krishna 
and Balarama’s pastimes, with the cows in the forests of Vrindavan and on Govardhana Hill.

Once, at your ashram, we were discussing how caring for cows in the context of Varnashrama‐dharma, is 
integral to the success of Krishna conscious small farm communities. I shared my research related to Srila 
Prabhupada’s oft repeated conviction that, “Milk nourishes the finer tissues of the brain,” thus making one’s 
intellect suitable for understanding spiritual science. Upon returning to your quarters, you excitedly exclaimed, 
“This is very dear to my heart.” You immediately called Rtadhvaja Swami to share our conversation with him. 
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I conclude that you share and wholeheartedly support Srila Prabhupada’s vision of farm communities as a 
mass preaching tool for the future. “So therefore, we are not going to the city. We are inhabitants of this village. 
So, it is better to worship this land, this land, this land, Govardhana.” Because Krishna was herding His cows 
on the Govardhana Hill, so indirectly He hinted that, “We should worship this Govardhana Hill, and that is 
our duty.” (SB 10.24.24)

On May 28th, 2018 in the Los Angeles temple, Ramesvara dasa recalled Srila Prabhupada’s sharing some 
details of his expansive, magnanimous vision for delivering even meat‐eaters: “And I wanted to mention one 
other thing . . .  He had said, I have this in my diary, that in the future of Kali-yuga, when great unemployment 
forces people out of cities to our farm communities, many of those people coming will be meat‐eaters and 
we have to accept them. Not by saying you can only come by giving up meat right away. And I have in my 
diary also, that he even said that there will be a section of our city of Mayapur of the future for meat‐eaters 
and that in both of those examples, Prabhupada said, ‘And gradually by association they will give it up, but 
not that they have to give it up before they come.’ Now, this is some great time in the future of Kali-yuga, this 
is gonna be very challenging to devotees, that a section our future farm communities may have to allow for 
meat‐eaters with the understanding that they will gradually give it up by the practice, by serving Krishna and 
by associating with devotees. But it’s what Prabhupada said.”

There are powerful and terrible events manifesting with more and more intensity at this time in the history 
of this planet. Interpersonal quarrels and government sponsored wars over the natural resources needed 
to feed the military‐industrial machine are ubiquitous. Daily we witness the human and planetary anguish 
rendered thereby. Yet there is little will in the body‐politics to implement reforms powerful enough to reverse 
this trend. In fact, virtually everyone is so immersed in their quest for material satisfaction, that there is little 
thought of how to achieve a better, real alternative. Certainly, chanting of the holy name, as exemplified by 
your Facebook japa sessions and depicted in the painting of Prabhupada playing kartals in kirtan, have not yet 
become ubiquitous pastimes in society; though hari-nama-sankirtana is indeed having its effect worldwide. It’s 
becoming more and more clear as we plunge headlong into the future that the current status‐quo, engendered 
by greed and disrespect for Krishna’s creation, will sooner than later implode on itself. These destructive 
events may well usher‐in a profound opportunity for anyone, in any station of life, who is cognizant of their 
own pain, to work for profound spiritual reformation within themselves, and for society in general.

The present imbalance citizens of the Earth feel at a personal level, to say nothing of our communities, our 
culture, and our planet will, by Nature’s arrangement . . . right itself one way or another.

In your initiation letter Srila Prabhupada reminds us that your name, Giriraja, “is the name of the Govardhana 
Hill on which Krishna used to tend His cows.” This is significant. Naturally then, we expect to find cows 
surrounding anyone near and dear to Govardhana Hill. Additionally, we must appreciate the value of the soil, 
the very earth nourished by the dung and urine of the cows who, with their hooves, massage Govardhana Hill 
and provide sustenance for the “nice grasses” growing there.

A discerning book published just this year, Small Farm Future – Making the Case for a Society built around 
Local Economies, Self‐Provisioning, Agricultural Diversity and a Shared Earth, clearly outlines the details of the 
collective karmic reactions people are now inescapably subject to accepting.

Also in your initiation letter, Prabhupada highlights this plight, “Living entities are roaming within the 
universes in different species of life and in different planetary systems enjoying or suffering the reaction of 
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pious or impious activities. But they have no information on how to get out of this entanglement of repetition 
of birth and death. Due to the darkness of ignorance, most living entities have no idea about the values of life.” 
By his grace we have this insight. We pray for inspiration from you, and from Srila Prabhupada to understand 
and develop the practical tools necessary to implement Srila Prabhupada’s agrarian vision for the salvation of 
the citizens of the Earth. In addition, with extraordinary detail, and lucid precision, the author, a sociologist, 
agroecologist and small‐scale farmer, Professor Chris Smaje, analyzes how socio‐political and cultural forces 
will likely morph our present industry‐based world economy into one based on local trade and low tech, and 
renewable power sources. Mr. Smaje makes his case on the basis of 1) ecology‐ which can be understood as 
Mother Earth’s vital signs; and 2) by the balancing characteristics inherent in an agrarian society, which when 
practiced with respect for Mother Earth, are entirely in harmony with and supportive of her ecology. Though 
he does not say it directly, this revolution is inevitable to reestablish Mother Bhumi’s ecological balance on 
Earth. 

The present rate of natural resource exploitation is impossible to sustain, if not replenished in the normal 
course of events. These life‐sustaining resources are increasingly becoming inaccessible to the majority of 
us, due to the greed of a few. We cannot continue to exploit Mother Bhumi, who takes the form of a cow, 
indefinitely. 

The only long term solution, no matter how the path to the future plays out, is based on our judicious use 
of these naturally renewable resources—photosynthesis drawing energy from the sun and fixing it within 
nourishing green plants, water cycling through the purificatory earth, microbes pulling minerals from the 
soil and sharing them with the roots of plants, cows and other animals harvesting these plants as they work  
symbiotically together alongside all of God’s creations to share in the bounty of the Earth. 

The imbalance of natural resource utilization by some, at the expense of others, has in Srila Prabhupada’s 
words, caused “a pinprick somewhere in the social body” which, when rectified by God’s law, may well offer 
devotees of the future, no matter their station in life, an unprecedented opportunity to offer every soul spiritual 
engagement in simple agrarian activities, supporting and benefiting from Mother Nature’s ecological balance.

Looking into the future, the only fully sustainable agricultural and transportation power will, by necessity, 
once again come from draft animals —primarily oxen, mother cow’s sons—as it has for all of human history. 

Purely from a physics perspective, Richard Heinberg, Senior Fellow at the Post Carbon Institute comments, 
“Our analysis at the PCI suggests that [socio‐economic] scale is the biggest hurdle [to 100% green energy]: 
it’s only if we aim for a smaller energy system overall that a transition is feasible. And even in the best case the 
end result will be an energy system that will not support the kind of economy we have now—i.e. one based on 
globalized manufacture and distribution, and constant growth in population and industrial output. 

Food is the core of culture, and modern industrial culture is rotting from the inside out due to its reliance 
on fossil‐fueled agriculture. The only viable future is one based on small, ecologically regenerative, labor‐
intensive farming.”

As Srila Prabhupada puts it in the Light of the Bhagavata, “A picturesque scene of green paddy fields enlivens 
the heart of the poor agriculturalist, but it brings gloom to the face of the capitalist who lives by exploiting the 
poor farmers.” Extraordinarily, Mr. Smaje declares, “Times of crisis and rapid change often call forth prophets 
to supply new stories. The best among them can discern and prefigure the shape of the emerging new reality, 
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breathing life into it by naming its spirit or characterizing its logic, while somehow relating it authentically to 
older stories inherited from the past that make it feel familiar and ordained.” 

Do I hear a profound portrayal of our own Srila Prabhupada here? Such a socio‐economic revolution of 
this character will, in due course of time, naturally build the soil— figuratively and eventually . . . literally, 
which, given the seriously degraded condition of both, is necessary for planting Srila Prabhupada’s vision for 
a spiritual revolution in the hearts of everyone.

Presently, so many people are caught up in the ugra‐karma unavoidable in the rat‐race economy which has 
become the basis of society and the cultural raison d’être of life.

Time for self‐realization is sacrificed in a society based on and dedicated to ever‐increasing efforts to find 
satisfaction in the ever‐disappointing, elusive, and ephemeral objects of the senses.

In Vrindavan, Srila Prabhupada, soon before departing this realm, said in response to Abhirama Prabhu’s 
questioning, that he had “no lamentation” about his impending departure; and then he paused to say, “No, 
I have a lamentation.” A devotee asked, “You mean because you did not finish Srimad-Bhagavatam?” Srila 
Prabhupada said, “No, because I have not established Varnashrama, the 50 percent of my work I have not 
completed.” 

The Varnashrama social archetype, as described by Krishna in the Bhagavad‐gita, recognizes that everyone 
finds themself somewhere within the range of spiritual and practical characteristics which describe one’s 
current relationship with the karma unfolding in their life and their eternal spiritual nature. This Varnashrama 
model offers a means to utilize one’s own unique station in life to live a peaceful and spiritually progressive 
lifestyle while gradually elevating one’s consciousness to the spiritual plane.

“In big scale you cannot make all of them brahmanas or sannyasis—no. That is not possible. This is small 
scale. What percentage of people of the world are we attracting? Very insignificant. But if you want to make 
the whole human society perfect, then this Krishna consciousness movement should be introduced according 
to Krishna’s instructions— if you want to do it in a large scale for the benefit of the whole human society. Now 
we are picking up some of them, the best. That is one thing. But Chaitanya Mahaprabhu said ‘para‐upakara.’ 
Why only a certain section should be picked up? Let the whole mass of people get the benefit of it. But then 
it is required to be systematic. Therefore, we have to introduce this Varnashrama‐dharma. It must be done 
perfectly. It is possible, and people will become happy.” – Srila Prabhupada

Guru Maharaja, may you always remain surrounded by cows on Govardhana Hill. And despite my total 
lack of qualifications, practical or spiritual, necessary to push forward Prabhupada’s sweeping vision of mass 
enlightenment for citizens of Earth, this insignificant, aspiring servant—feebly attempting to serve Srila 
Prabhupada’s visionary vani—begs to remain always in the dust of your lotus feet.

Purusottama‐ksetra dasa
Gita Nagari Eco Farm and Sanctuary, Pennsylvania
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Dear Guru Maharaja, 

Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace! All glories to our beloved 
master, Srila Prabhupada!

Guru Maharaja, every year in the weeks preceding your Vyasa-puja celebration, I reflect on your 
transcendental words and activities, and I contemplate different ways to try and express my deep 
appreciation and properly glorify Your Divine Grace. Although I have sincerely tried to assist you in 
your service to Srila Prabhupada in multiple ways throughout this past year, I must acknowledge that my 
humble attempts are very far from perfect.  Still, I take solace in Lord Krishna’s words in the Bhagavad-
gita.

saha-jam karma kaunteya
sa-dosam api na tyajet
sarvarambha hi dosena
dhumenagnir ivavrtah

“Every endeavor is covered by some fault, just as fire is covered by smoke. Therefore one should not give 
up the work born of his nature, O son of Kunti, even if such work is full of fault.” (Gita 18:48)

In Chapter 18 of The Nectar of Devotion, Srila Prabhupada also encourages us to carry on by explaining 
about the role of hope in our devotional lives:

“The strong conviction that one will certainly receive the favor of the Supreme personality of Godhead 
is called in Sanskrit asa-bandha. Asa-bandha means to continue to think, ‘Because I’m trying my best 
to follow the routine principles of devotional service, I am sure that I will go back to Godhead, back to 
home.’ ”

In this connection, one prayer by Rupa Goswami is sufficient to exemplify this hopefulness. He says, “I 
have no love for Krishna, nor for the causes of developing love of Krishna, namely hearing and chanting. 
And the process of bhakti-yoga, by which one is always thinking of Krishna and fixing His lotus feet in 
the heart, is also lacking in me.

“As far as philosophical knowledge or pious words are concerned, I don’t see any opportunity for me to 
execute such activities. But above all, I am not even born of a nice family. Therefore I must simply pray 
to You, Gopi-jana-vallabha [Krishna, maintainer and beloved of the gopis].  I simply wish and hope that 
some way or other I may be able to approach Your lotus feet, and this hope is giving me pain, because I 
think myself quite incompetent to approach that transcendental goal of life.” The purport is that under 
this heading of asa-bandha, one should continue to hope against hope that some way or other he will be 
able to approach the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord.

Guru Maharaja, this year I had the great privilege of reading your Vyasa-puja offering to Srila Prabhupada 
and the assembled Vaishnavas here in Gita Nagari Dhama. While reflecting on your words describing 
Srila Prabhupada’s extreme mercy, I thought of how our entire Vaishnava line is simply a chain of mercy 
coming down to us from the Supreme Lord, simply to rescue us from our pitiful conditioned state. This 
transcendental mercy is shown to us by His sincere servants, such as Your Divine Grace, in spite of our 
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complete lack of qualification. In order to understand how we can continue to hope against hope that 
we may also someday be able to approach the Supreme Lord, we need to first understand the wonderful 
quality of causeless mercy that the Lord and His pure devotees display. Recognizing Their extraordinarily 
merciful nature encourages us to continue in our endeavor to serve and follow Their instructions, in spite 
of our myriad shortcomings. And as we engage in the process of devotional service, our faith increases, 
and gradually we become purified. For someone like myself, who has an ocean of faults, the merciful 
example of great souls like Srila Prabhupada, and Your Divine Grace, are my only hope.

Today, on your blessed Vyasa-puja day, I want to thank you for being that pure via medium of the 
Supreme Lord’s mercy. I want to thank you for being such a faithful servant of your own spiritual master, 
Srila Prabhupada, and for understanding and manifesting his compassionate and merciful mood in your 
dealings with us. I am humbly requesting that you always continue to mercifully provide me shelter at 
your lotus feet, for in spite of all my faults, I am surrendered to you, and aspire to become your sincere 
and serious student.

Your grateful disciple,
Revati devi dasi
Gita Nagari Eco Farm and Sanctuary, Pennsylvania

Dear Guru Maharaja, 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

I personally believe that the best offerings are the ones which come from the heart. I would like to express 
my gratitude to Sri Sri Radha-Nilamadhava, Srila Prabhupada, and His Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaja 
to bless me enough to become qualified for the mercy of an exalted Vaisnava like you. Maharaja, I met 
you personally for the first time during 2017, and I had the privilege to get your book Watering the Seed 
personally signed by you and with your blessings. 

When I asked you to bless me, you immediately said. “You should get initiated.” Considering you to be 
a divine soul, I thought it would be best to be honest with you, and I said, “Maharaja, I am not yet ready 
since I drink tea.” 

And you, in a very soft but firm voice, told me, “Stop it. Just stop it.” Your words left a deep impact on my 
mind; however, my imperfect senses failed to recognize that this was the first instruction coming to me 
from my spiritual master. 

I then moved away saying, “Okay Maharaja, I will try.” Somehow, when I got up the next morning to 
prepare the tea, my mind did not allow me to, and that was the last day that I drank tea. That incident 
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made me realize that you are very exalted and inaccessible for a fallen soul like me. 

From that very day, I began meditating upon the thought of becoming initiated. I became more vigilant in 
my search for an initiating guru. On August 9th, 2019, I had the privilege to attend the three-day seminar 
titled The Priceless Gift by His Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaja. Maharaja left such a deep impact on my 
heart, and I decided to get his book Ocean of Mercy in order to know more about Maharaja personally. 
The first five pages of the book made me realize that this is the spiritual master whom I would like to offer 
myself to. I humbly wrote to His Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaja, asking him to shower his mercy on me 
and accept me as his disciple. Maharaja’s positive reply left me with limitless joys. 

The next time I met you at the Houston temple, I excitedly shared this with you and said, “I have found 
my spiritual master, Maharaja, and I am planning to get initiated. Please bless me.” And you very lovingly 
blessed me. That was the time when I had another realization: it was your mercy which was flowing all 
through. 

I was looking forward to the big day when Maharaja came to America to initiate us until Krishna revealed 
His desire. Unfortunately, COVID-19 separated us forever from the physical presence of His Holiness 
Bhakti Charu Maharaja. The news of his departure from this planet shattered the spiritual dreams of 
many. I had never felt like a bigger loser in my life than how I felt after losing His Holiness Bhakti Charu 
Maharaja so closely. I was shattered, scarred, and dead. I was constantly praying to Srila Prabhupada and 
His Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaja to help me sail through this pain. In one of the glorifications of 
His Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaja by you during the following days, I felt like Your Holiness and His 
Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaja were two bodies but one soul.

When I saw a picture of Maharaja with you, I realized that nobody knows His Holiness Bhakti Charu 
Maharaja as well as you do. Then, I decided to attend the next japa session with you. It was such a 
meaningful experience during which I immediately added the prayer, harer nama harer nama harer 
namaiva kevalam/ kalau nasty eva nasty eva nasty eva gatir anyatha to the beginning of my japa rounds 
after seeing you do so. I now understand that this was the second instruction of my spiritual master. Yet, I 
still did not recognize that Srila Prabhupada and His Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaja had already started 
to hand me over in your safe hands.

A few days later, I thought of sharing my realizations with Your Holiness and seeking your guidance 
about how I should continue further in my Krishna conscious journey after separation from His Holiness 
Bhakti Charu Maharaja. I wrote to you the next day in hope of being able to speak with you about it. 
Your spontaneous and compassionate response to my email, in which you suggested that we could have 
a FaceTime call, melted my heart. It was one of the best experiences of my life, and after talking to you, I 
realized that I had lost nothing because my spiritual master was still living with me through you.

I requested you to help me in my Krishna conscious journey and to bring me out of the material miseries 
by connecting me to Krishna, since I had already put everything at stake and had nowhere to go. You very 
lovingly trusted my love for Krishna and Srila Prabhupada, and you stood up for me by accepting me as 
your disciple. That is when I felt uplifted, brought back to life, and enthusiastic to serve Krishna and Srila 
Prabhupada again. 

I shall be ever-grateful to you, Maharaja, for saving me from falling and from being deviated from the 
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spiritual path. You truly are a blessing for many and especially for the fallen me. At this point, I have 
realized that Krishna had connected me to my spiritual master long ago, but I needed the mercy of a great 
Vaishnava like His Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaja in order to become qualified to be your disciple. Here 
I am, on my knees, ready to surrender and serve Your Holiness to the best of my capacities. 

Today, listening to your nectarian lectures, reading your amazing books, singing kirtan, and connecting 
so many people to our dear Srila Prabhupada, makes me feel much satisfaction and peace. Every email 
from you brings so much mercy and learning, Maharaja. Please forgive me, Maharaja, if I have made an 
offense in my offering at your lotus feet. I would conclude with a self-composition for you, Maharaja, and 
I hope you will like it.

You are a jewel in Srila Prabhupada’s crown
You have made Prabhupada proud in every country and town

Your loving, tolerant, and forgiving attitude attracts many
To serve Srila Prabhupada, you gave up all your comfort and money

Divine souls like you are very few 
Gurudeva, it’s a blessing to be accepted as a disciple by you

Your insignificant servant,
Shaifali Kalia Ahuja 
Houston, Texas

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace.

There are many moons, but you are the brightest moon in the universe and in my life!

I think about one of the first personal instructions Your Divine Grace gave me, nineteen years ago, at 
your ashram. You told me to wear it around my neck. “Guru more murkah dekhi”: My spiritual master 
considered me a fool, and therefore he chastised me.”

When you told me, I was speechless. I could only say, “Yes, Guru Maharaja,” and then you walked away. 
I actually couldn’t move for a few minutes, and I most probably went to go cry in my room. I have never 
forgotten that moment.

And the meaning has rung truer to me every day. I didn’t have any family or friends with whom to share 
this newfound knowledge. All my relatives left me when I joined you, ISKCON, and the devotees. But I 
felt I had some very special instructions. Yet who would understand its esoteric meaning? I was thirty or 
thirty-one years old, being told I was a fool before my spiritual master. My Jewish mother and relatives 
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would never come to accept Krishna consciousness if I told them this.

But then my intelligence filled my heart with happiness. I loved hearing these words from you. I even 
asked you where I could read about them. And you gave me Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila, 7.71 to read.

The funny part about this story is I know I am a fool before you. I am happy at the age of 50 to be your 
fool. I’ve had you as my spiritual master for 20 years this Vyasa-puja. And it’s not acting like a bumbling 
fool, but having complete faith that you know everything.

You are my best friend. I am your eternal son, and you are my eternal father, and most certainly you will 
take me to Krishna.

Then I ask, “Why would you tell me this?” It’s so esoteric, and the meaning has grown in my heart, and 
yes, Guru Maharaja, I always wear it around my neck. It’s because You are the only person who has really 
loved me and the only person who really will love me eternally. And there is and shall never be anyone I 
love more than you—eternally. So, thank You for finding me and accepting this fool as your eternal dog.

I love you more than there are planets in the spiritual world. And I will follow you anywhere you go.

Your loving son,
Shyama Chandra dasa
Santa Barbara, California

Dear Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you and Srila Prabhupada!

Thank you for encouraging me despite my inabilities and treating me always with kindness, although all 
six qualities that should be avoided are alive and well in me.

When it comes to guiding me, you know the question before I ask.

When it is about hearing, you lend an attentive ear without judgement, Iike a trusted friend.

When it comes to celebrating the joyous moments or consoling when moments are rough (and there have 
been plenty this year), you have communicated like a father, with a simple gesture of the nod of your head 
or an approving look.

When I saw the loving exchanges between you and the devotees in Pakistan and China where they practice 
Krishna consciousness despite the threats they face, I have been inspired by their sincerity, and what it 
truly means to surrender.
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When I see your exchanges with the devotees in South Africa at their most vulnerable time, I have been 
humbled by their earnestness of surrender and unwavering faith.

The chasm between where I am and where I want to be is wider than the Grand Canyon and yet you are 
there for me, without judgement, and always encouraging me. 

When I think of you while chanting or during the crazed routine of my day with its exhausting highs and 
staggering lows, I feel fearless and free. Those moments, however, are few and far between, and I pick 
myself up with only your words of encouragement. I seek your blessings to give me the remembrance that 
every act I do is in service to and for the pleasure of you, Srila Prabhupada, and Krishna.

All your books and emails continue to give me a deepening awareness of the great gift I have been given—
the gift of bhakti-yoga, the gift of Srila Prabhupada’s books, and  above all, to know you as an exemplary 
model of a life dedicated to Krishna consciousness.

Seeking your blessings so I may be a dedicated servant of the servant of Srila Prabhupada,

Your humble servant,
Sumithira Vasu
Columbus, Ohio

Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you! All glories to your spiritual master jagad-guru A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada, who built a house in which the whole world can live peacefully.
 
I want to start by saying thank you! Thank you for accepting me as your disciple. Thank you for continuing 
the mission of Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 

Because of the mercy of my first spiritual master, Mother Krsnanandini devi dasi, I was able to come 
in contact with the devotees and find you, who is the path for me back to home, back to Godhead. I 
am certain that if I continue to follow your directions, chant my rounds, and perform other devotional 
service, it is possible for me to get back to my original position after this lifetime. 

I appreciate the books that you have written glorifying the many moons of Srila Prabhupada, Life’s Final 
Exam, and others that give us practical understanding of how to apply spiritual principles in our daily 
lives. You are certainly one of Srila Prabhupada’s bright moons and I am eternally in your debt. 

I pray that by your mercy, I may continue on the path of Krsna consciousness, and help assist other souls 
to remember that they are connected to Sri Sri Radha and Krishna, the greatest most loving Mother and 
Father to us all. 
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Please continue to bless this most fallen soul so that I can become fully Krishna conscious and give up 
ALL material attachments before leaving this body. Anything is possible when we are connected to Sri 
Sri Radha and Krishna who is also Yogesvara Hari, the controller of all mystic power or jana-nivasa, the 
ultimate resort of all living entities.
 
Your humble servant,
Syama Vallabha dasa
Dallas, Texas

Dear Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

I read Indradyumna Maharaja’s homage to you a few weeks ago, and felt that I should write something 
myself.

I think it’s significant that you now fully occupy the role that for so many years Tamal Krishna Goswami 
played in our society—simply put, you have become the primary resource for answering the all-important 
question: “What would Srila Prabhupada have done, or thought, or felt about a particular matter?”

I think, in some ways, you play that role even better than Tamal Krishna Goswami did, because sometimes 
somebody might wonder if Tamal Krishna Goswami was pressing forward with his own agenda, on 
Prabhupada’s behalf. But with you, there’s always the sense that you are just representing Prabhupada, 
without much, if any, of your own flavor attached. I don’t want to offend either Tamal Krishna Goswami 
or your good self by writing that, and I hope that my sentiment about this finds favor with you, and that 
you understand where I’m coming from, and that where I’m coming from is a good place.

It’s fair to say that because you spent loads of time with His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada, you have 
a lot of practical knowledge about how he did this or that. But I don’t think that’s all there is to it. Your 
spending heaps of time with Srila Prabhupada isn’t enough, by itself, to make you the holder of his legacy 
of thought, in the way you have become. You were, and are, an excellent disciple. And you were always 
very concerned to soberly understand and obey and re-present Prabhupada. Prabhupada saw that and 
spoke of his faith in you (on and off the record). It’s obvious from how he dealt with and spoke about you.

I’m honored to know you, Maharaja, and am blessed that you sometimes think kindly upon myself, a 
lowly soul. It’s my hope and prayer that I will be able to always be in, and stay in, your good graces—and 
that my small attempts to serve the Lord and His devotees may somehow please you.

Your humble servant,
Tukaram dasa LNS
Sri Sri Panca-tattva Mandir, Laguna Beach, California
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When we entered Srila Prabhupada’s room, he looked up from his 
desk. Yamuna remarked, “Srila Prabhupada, you look just like a 

picture I have seen of your guru maharaja looking up from his desk.” 
Srila Prabhupada replied with all humility, ‘All that glitters is not gold. 
My guru maharaja was like gold, I am like iron.’

Of course we knew that he was pure gold—just like his guru maharaja.

Giriraj Swami, Watering the Seed, Chapter 7.
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Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to your service. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! I pray for 
your good health.

I want to thank you so much for taking this pitiful, lowly, fallen person as a disciple. I am very happy to 
attend your Vyasa-puja for the first time since 2015 which was also the first time we met. Though it isn’t 
under the best of circumstances due to the global pandemic, I am very happy to be here, and I hope to 
celebrate many more.

Krishna has arranged ways for me to contribute even though I am a fallen soul. With the mercy of fellow 
godbrothers and sisters, I have contributed time and effort to the digital archive project, which is still a 
service I perform weekly. Also, I continue my seva to prepare the deities’ morning offering every Saturday 
here in San Diego.

Guru Maharaja, one realization I had recently was how monumental your achievements are regarding 
both the establishment of the Juhu temple in Mumbai and the Bhaktivedanta Hospice in Vrindavan. It is 
an understatement to say that earth, the mountains, and heaven had to be moved to make these a reality. 
The same is true with your new book that was recently published. Unfortunately, I have not received a 
copy of the book yet, but I am certain that it will be rectified at Vyasa-puja. I will definitely find a way to 
read it along with my textbooks in my current graduate program. Honestly, though unsurprising, I am 
way more excited to read your book than academic textbooks.

Eventually the circumstances will improve and I would like to perform more direct seva to you. In the 
meantime, I continue to do my current duties, chant, and read. I await any further instructions and I am,

Yours in service,
Vaishnava dasa
San Diego, California

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Hare Krishna. Please accept my sincere humble obeisances unto your lotus feet. All  glories to Srila 
Prabhupada.

Happy appearance day!!!!!

It’s very hard for me to find the words that would describe all your amazing qualities that you exude, and 
how I feel about you. You are truly transcendental.

I learn so much from your teachings and from your being . . . thank you.

I pray that we will have many more wonderful years with you, dear Gurudeva.
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I am truly blessed being your servant, disciple, and part of your spiritual family.

I feel Srila Prabhupada’s presence through you, Guru Maharaja. That is a great gift you give us.

I hope to spend time with you again . . . you are so dear.

Your joyful servant,
Vraja Gopi dasi
Los Angeles

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 

nama-srestham manum api saci-putram atra svarupam
rupam tasyagrajam uru-purim mathurim gosthavatim
radha-kundam giri-varam aho radhika-madhavasam
prapto yasya prathita-krpaya sri-gurum tam nato ’smi

 
“I bow down to the beautiful lotus feet of my spiritual master, by whose causeless mercy I have obtained the 
supreme holy name, the divine mantra, the service of the son of Sacimata [Lord Caitanya], the association 
of Srila Svarupa Damodara, Rupa Gosvami, and his older brother Sanatana Gosvami, the supreme abode 
of Mathura, the blissful abode of Vrindavana, the divine Radha-kunda and Govardhana Hill, and the 
desire within my heart for the loving service of Sri Radhika and Madhava [Krishna] in Vrndavana.” (Sri 
Mukta-caritam, by Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami)

Guru Maharaja, it is only by your kindness that you allow me to be engaged in the service of Radha 
and Krishna. I have full experience that without the blessings of the Vaisnavas I am incompetent and 
powerless to do anything of substance. More or less I am a spiritual infant trying to dive deep into the 
great nectarean ocean of devotional service, a small child vainly trying to taste ripened fruits far beyond 
my reach. I pray that such an experienced rasika Vaishnava as yourself may constantly shower your mercy 
upon me and guide me to relish devotional service as you do.

With your blessing comes the sanction of Krishna. With your displeasure comes ruination. By your 
merciful benediction I am engaged in the service of performing twenty-four hour kirtan at the lotus feet 
of Radha-Syamasundara in Sri Vrindavan dhama. I have also been allowed to help push on Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu’s hari-nama-sankirtana mission in the headquarters of Mayadevi—New York City. 

As anyone could clearly see, you perfectly embody the verse I quoted above. You have given me the 
service of the holy name, the service of Saci-suta, residence in Vrindavan dhama and day by day you are 
increasing the ardent desire within my heart to once again intimately serve the Divine Couple. Without 
these treasures, my life is meaningless. They truly are my only wealth—my only happiness. Therefore I 
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humbly request you: please bless me that I may relish these services more and more and never give them 
up. Please allow me to taste the absolute sweetness of the holy name of Krishna and allow me to really see 
Vrindavan.

Your loving, eternal servant,
Vraja Mohan dasa
Carpinteria, California

Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to you. All glories to Srila 
Prabhupada. 

Throughout so many days of Vyasa-puja Zoom sessions, it has become clear that we could go on sharing 
sweet stories and praising your qualities without ever reaching an end, and we are reminded of Ananta Sesa’s 
incessant glorification of Krishna’s innumerable pastimes and qualities. In this difficult year, gathering to 
remember your kindness and merciful intervention in our lives has brought a lot of light and hope.

In reading your Vyasa-puja offering to your beloved Srila Prabhupada, I was struck by how perfectly and 
thoughtfully you glorify him. It is said that a disciple should know the mood and mission of the spiritual 
master. You have pristine clarity on Srila Prabhupada’s position, coming down through our Gaudiya 
history from Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, and fulfilling the desire of Nityananda Prabhu. You illustrate Srila 
Prabhupada’s mercy by recalling the suffering he endured to bring Krishna consciousness to the West. In 
your comparison between Lord Nityananda being chased by Jagai and Madhai, and Srila Prabhupada being 
chased by the young man in the Bowery, you show how the living history of the Krishna consciousness 
movement is going on.

You are also a part of this living history. Famous throughout the Vaishnava community, you are known for 
your wholehearted and unflinching surrender to Srila Prabhupada, among many other beautiful qualities. 
From your rejection of the million dollars that your father offered you to leave Krishna consciousness, to 
the ascetic and squalid living conditions you endured while protecting and building the Juhu temple, your 
staunch devotion to Srila Prabhupada is an example for devotees everywhere. 

In your offering you humbly say, “We can speak to our capacity, and we can give people your books, which 
convey the same message of Mahaprabhu. We just elaborate on it and present it in a way that people 
without any background in Vedic knowledge can understand.” But in addition to giving people Srila 
Prabhupada’s books and elaborating on them, you are actively and personally helping so many devotees 
protect and grow their devotional creepers. 

After reading your offering to Srila Prabhupada, I was reflecting on the trajectory of the Krishna 
consciousness movement, and remembering a question and answer in Watering the Seed between you 
and the sankirtana devotees. One question was if you thought the sankirtana movement has been watered 
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down. You beautifully replied that sankirtana is like throwing so many seeds, and that over time devotees 
saw the need to tend to the creepers that grew as a result of sowing the seeds. You explained that tending 
to the devotional creeper is not outside the realm of sankirtana. 

I am deeply grateful for this perspective. You exemplify devotee care, which is desperately needed. I don’t 
know how you are able to personally care for us all, but somehow you make everyone feel loved and 
wanted. You have saved my Krishna consciousness through your care. 

Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for your exemplary steadfast devotion, and for your love. I can’t say it better 
than you, so I will quote once more from your offering: “On this auspicious occasion, we resolve to follow 
the process in greater earnestness.” 
 
I love you a lot. Thank you very much.

Aspiring to be your humble servant,
Vrnda Priya devi dasi
Washington, DC

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, who has opened my eyes, which were blinded 
by the darkness of ignorance, with the torchlight of knowledge.”

All glories to Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept our humble obeisance at your lotus feet. All glories to you on this auspicious day of your 
Vyasa-puja!

You inspired us from the first moment we saw you and your charming smile and pleasing disposition of 
a pure soul.

When we heard your lectures, it enlivened us and filled our hearts with love for Krishna.

Your books and lectures continue to be an ever-growing source of knowledge and spiritual wisdom.

You have exemplified to us the true guru-disciple relationship by your dedicated service to Srila Prabhupada 
in so many ways. 

We hope we get the opportunity to serve your lotus feet and follow your path in the devotional service to 
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Sri Guru and Sri Sri Radha-Krishna. 

Hope we are able to cultivate and grow the seed of bhakti in our hearts—with your blessings and guidance.

All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Your aspiring servants,
Yamini Gautam and Ishu Gautam
Houston, Texas
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Krishna and Krishna’s devotees are beyond material designations and 
categories. So although materialists may try to fit them into some 

category and then become bewildered that they don’t fit, devotees know 
their own identities: they are just the servants of the servants of Krishna, 
the maintainer of the gopis of Vraja.

Giriraj Swami, Sri Varaha-dvadasi, The Motive of the Demons, February 8, 1998, Bombay
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Australasia
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My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All 
glories to Your Divine Grace, perfect servant of Srila Prabhupada.

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto Srila Giriraj Swami, who is very dear to Lord Krishna on this earth, 
having taken shelter at His lotus feet. He is loved by Srila Prabhupada and is an expert speaker and knower 
of shastra. He is fixed in sadhana and has given his life in service to Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari and the 
devotees.

Srila Prabhupada spent most of his time in ISKCON Juhu and he said that Giriraj is Bombay and Bombay 
is Giriraj. Srila Prabhupada lovingly touched you on your head when he asked you to get branches for 
the altar. You also saw him look at you very lovingly once when he was having a conversation with a 
life member. Your dear Godbrothers and Godsisters say that you are one of the most dear sons of Srila 
Prabhupada. His Holiness Indradyumna Swami Maharaja has written in your pranama mantra that you 
are loved by Srila Prabhupada. Srila Prabhupada is your perfect master, and you are his perfect servant as 
you have always kept him in the centre by constantly praying to him and thinking about him. 

In one of your lectures, it was mentioned that one can be sincere by strictly following small and big 
instructions of the spiritual master. You are the perfect example of that. In the Srimad-Bhagavatam, 
it is said that we take the qualities of the person we serve, and every moment you are serving Srila 
Prabhupada. You have taken on all his qualities just like it’s mentioned in your pranama mantra by His 
Holiness Indradyumna Swami Maharaja — you are an expert speaker and knower of shastra just like Srila 
Prabhupada is an expert speaker and knower of the shastra. You are fixed in the Absolute Truth and you 
have given and are giving your life in service to Radha-Krishna and devotees exactly like Srila Prabhupada 
gave his life in service of Krishna, his spiritual master, and all living entities. You are a perfect servant of 
Srila Prabhupada, and my perfect spiritual master. 

You are so generous with your time that you give to devotees via your classes, emails, Japa Sanga, Facebook, 
and you always pray for them. You are never disturbed and are always constantly encouraging the devotees. 
You give Krishna to everyone irrespective of the body of the living entity. 

I am so grateful to you, Guru Maharaja, for allowing me to serve Radhe Radhe and guiding me in her 
service. I continue to feel purified when I hear about her glories from you and when I think about her. 
Witnessing your care (material and spiritual) and love towards her has really inspired me to be more 
personal and sensitive to the devotees. By your mercy, I have a wonderful Godfamily who have taken on 
your qualities of being so personal and always wanting to serve. 

By your divine grace, Lord Gauranga has engaged me in book distribution, harinama, deity worship, and 
cleaning the temple.
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sri-vigraharadhana-nitya-nana-, srngara-tan-mandira-marjanadau
yuktasya bhaktams ca niyunjato ‘pi, vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

“The spiritual master is always engaged in the temple worship of Sri Sri Radha and Krishna. He also 
engages his disciples in such worship. They dress the deities in beautiful clothes and ornaments, clean 
Their temple, and perform other similar worship of the Lord. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the 
lotus feet of such a spiritual master.”

Guru Maharaja, you have been most merciful to me and I am most grateful to you for allowing me to 
chant with you giving me the most precious gift of holy name and gayatri mantra through the process of 
initiation and allowing me to serve you despite my complete disqualification.

mahaprabhoh kirtana-nrtya-gita,-vaditra-madyan-manaso rasena 
romanca-kampasru-taranga-bhajo, vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

“Chanting the holy name, dancing in ecstasy, singing, and playing musical instruments, the spiritual 
master is always gladdened by the sankirtana movement of Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Because he 
is relishing the mellows of pure devotion within his mind, sometimes his hair stands on end, he feels 
quivering in his body, and tears flow from his eyes like waves. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the 
lotus feet of such a spiritual master.”

I feel most fortunate to have you as my spiritual master but at the same time I feel most unfortunate for 
having qualities that are obstacles in following your instructions. On this most auspicious day of your 
Vyasa-puja, I pray for your mercy so that I can follow your footsteps and become your servant.

Gurudev!
krpa-bindu diya, koro’ ei dase, trnapekha ati hina

sakala sahane, bala diya koro’, nija-mane sprha-hina

“Gurudeva, O spiritual master! Give to this servant just one drop of mercy. I am lower than a blade of 
grass. Give me all help. Give me strength. Let me be as you are, without desires or aspirations.” 

sakale sammana korite sakati, deho’ natha! jathajatha
tabe to’ gaibo, hari-nama-sukhe, aparadha ha ‘be hata

“I offer you all respects, for thus I may have the energy to know you correctly. Then, by chanting the holy 
name in great ecstasy, all my offenses will cease.” 

kabe heno krrpa, labhiya e jana, krrtartha hoibe, natha!
sakti-buddhi-hina, ami ati dina, koro’ more atma-satha

“When will such mercy fall to this one who is weak and devoid of intelligence? Allow me to be with you.”

jogyata-vicare, kichu nahi pai, tomara karuna-sara
karuna na hoile, kandiya kandiya, prana na rakhibo ara 
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“If you examine me, you will find no qualities. Your mercy is all that I am made of. If you are not merciful 
unto me, I can only weep, and I will not be able to maintain my life.” 

Hare Krishna.

Your aspiring servant in separation,
Chandrika Priya dasi
Melbourne Mahaprabhu Mandir, Australia

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge. 
I offer my respectful obeisances unto him.”

“I offer my respectful obeisances to Srila Giriraj Swami, who is very dear to Lord Krishna on this earth, 
having taken shelter at His lotus Feet. He is loved by Srila Prabhupada and is an expert speaker and knower 
of shastra. He is fixed in sadhana and has given his life in service to Radha-Rasabihari and the devotees.”

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances unto the dust of your merciful lotus feet. All glories to Your 
Divine Loving Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Happy Vyasa-puja, dearest Guru Maharaja! On this most auspicious day, you are especially kind and 
merciful. I offer my respectful obeisances again and again unto your lotus feet, hoping to be a recipient 
of your mercy, as it is only by your mercy that I will be able to achieve the grace of the parampara and 
Krishna.

Guru Maharaja, you are an expert spiritual master, teacher, and father. You know how to engage me in 
devotional service in my capacity and accept the smallest devotional activities I perform with grace, while 
overlooking my shortcomings. You know the art of utilizing every circumstance, experience, and event 
in bringing me closer to the Lord. Srila Prabhupada writes in his purport to Srimad Bhagavatam 4.28.51: 
“One should serve the words of the spiritual master. The disciple must stick to whatever the spiritual 
master orders. Simply by following on that line, one sees the Supreme Personality of Godhead. If one 
sticks to the principles enunciated by the spiritual master, somehow or other he is in association with the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead.” My dear Guru Maharaja, may I learn how to serve your divine words, 
instructions, and lessons. I pray to learn how to worship and surrender to your divine vani.

Guru Maharaja, your exalted example has taught me many invaluable lessons, which reflect both your 
deep mood of service and your pragmatic nature whilst performing devotional service. One incident 
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while serving you prasada at the farmhouse comes to mind, which demonstrates your practicality while 
performing service. Lunchtime at the farmhouse is like a festival every day. It is my favorite part of the day 
at the farmhouse because we get to witness you honor prasada, listen to Srila Prabhupada’s classes, interact 
lovingly with visiting devotees, and laugh wholeheartedly. On a summer day in June 2018, one devotee 
was serving you your all-time favorite, broccoli and paneer stir-fry preparation. As the devotee was about 
to serve you, you said, “No paneer please; only broccoli.” After watching the devotee meticulously try to 
separate the paneer cubes from the broccoli for a while, you exclaimed in a light-hearted voice, “I know 
I said no paneer, but you don’t have to be fanatical about it!.” This reflects your practical mood of service, 
Guru Maharaja, always teaching us by example on how to focus on the most important principles of 
Krishna consciousness without getting stuck on the least important rules.

Another fond experience with you was on a chilly morning in Fall of 2016, when a few of us were chanting 
japa with you in the darshan room in Dallas. This experience has especially been etched in my heart 
because it reflects your deep mood of attachment, surrender, and love for the maha-mantra. At about 9 
a.m. that morning, one of your devoted cooks got up and headed towards the kitchen to prepare your 
breakfast. We had been chanting japa for a couple of hours already, and I was starting to feel a bit restless, 
unable to control my mind, and unable to focus on my chanting. I seized the opportunity to get up 
when the other devotee got up. As I was turning to head out the door, you called out, to my surprise, 
“Gandharvika, where are you going?” I sheepishly replied, “I’m going to help Mataji cook, Guru Maharaja. 
I’ve already completed my rounds,” trying to put forward a reason to explain my evasive behavior. You 
looked at me with disapproval, seeing right through my restless mind and weak heart. You appealed in a 
deep, sincere voice, “Then please chant more. You can do kitchen service later. For now, please chant more.” 
Guru Maharaja, your taste for chanting and your unyielding faith in the holy name are commendable. I 
sincerely pray that I may one day develop a drop of the taste you have for the holy names so that I may be 
able to follow your divine instructions. 

Guru Maharaja, you have dedicated your life to Srila Prabhupada and all the devotees. You give all of us 
so much time and energy, constantly guiding us, teaching by example, and bringing us closer to Krishna. 
Srila Prabhupada wrote in a letter dated July 29, 1976: “It is not possible for the disciple to repay the 
debt to the spiritual master. Therefore, the disciple remains eternally indebted to the spiritual master and 
continually works in such a way that the spiritual master may become pleased upon him for such sincere 
services rendered.” May I learn how to work hard to repay this debt to your lotus feet. May I learn how to 
become sincere in my service to your lotus feet. May I learn from your practicality and authenticity while 
performing devotional service, so I do not go astray. May I learn how to develop some sincerity in my 
chanting. I pray on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja that I may one day be capable of pleasing you, 
Guru Maharaja, my expert teacher whose lotus feet are my eternal dhama, my eternal shelter.

Your unqualified and insignificant servant, 
Gandharvika Sundari dasi
Perth, Australia
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Hare Krishna dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada, all glories to you.

I find myself most unqualified to write to you on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja. I hope you accept 
what I humbly write.

I recently read a quote by Mahatma Prabhu that says, “What is your qualification to get mercy? Be 
intelligent enough to take it.” This is what I attempt to do. You are so merciful in accepting me, now I must 
become intelligent enough to receive your mercy. I try to improve my intelligence by reading your books 
and by hearing from you as often as I am able to. What I have realized over the last few years is that vani 
is the ultimate gift and I must be intelligent enough to open that gift, not only today but also in the future.  

I deeply treasure those hours of japa on your Facebook Japa Group that I can attend. You said in your 
Zoom class recently in Auckland, New Zealand that attentive japa is most important to stay connected to 
Krishna and parampara, and when I am chanting the holy names with you, I feel that connection to them 
because of you. I am so indebted to you because without you I would not be connected to them.

Kalasamvara Prabhu spoke in the same class of your faith in Srila Prabhpuada and your surrender to his 
movement and how today you are still here with the same faith and determination. You have completely 
and wholeheartedly given your life to Srila Prabhupada and I will never be able to comprehend how 
incredible you really are. I pray one day to love Srila Prabhupada and Krishna a fraction of the amount 
you do.

I will always endeavor to improve myself to become worthy of being your disciple. You are my connection 
to Krishna, and, by your mercy, give me the ability to grow my connection to Him.

Your aspiring disciple,
Geneva Fraser
Christchurch, New Zealand

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate Giriraj svamin iti namine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate Tamal Krishna svamin iti namine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate Bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namast te sarasvate deve gaura-vani- pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-dese-tarine
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Respected Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet. All glories unto you. All glories to 
His Holiness Tamal Krishna Goswami Maharaja. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Today is the happy day of Sri Krishna Janmashtami in Bharat. We will be celebrating this wonderful 
occasion in an isolated way without having a good number of people together as New Zealand is in 
Lockdown condition at Level 4. 

In one way perhaps it is a wonderful occasion to focus individual attention and offer sincere prayers and 
glorify the Lord Shri Krishna.

I am very pleased that soon after the Vyasa-puja of Srila Prabhupada, the most auspicious day of your 
holiness’ Vyasa-puja day celebrations will take place on the 5 September 2021. 

Throughout this year, I have learnt and got inspired from your holiness’ online preaching covering so 
many countries. Your face to face communication with every person has proved so far highly productive 
and interesting. Thus, the ongoing pandemic situation has provided us more alternative means to learn 
and preach.

Also, your holiness’ other efforts to keep us engaged through chanting sessions, GRS Sanga, everyday 
darshan of Shri Shri Radha Rasabihari Ji, and other wonderful dressing up of all the deities connected 
to the ongoing ten days program of Krishna Fest and many more. Your holiness’ personal interest and 
interaction on various occasions is uplifting and highly beneficial.

I had the good fortune to receive first initiation by your holiness in 2004 at Sri Sri Radha Kalachandji 
ISKCON Temple in Dallas and second initiation in 2009 at Sri Sri Radhanath ISKCON Temple in Durban, 
South Africa. Since then, I have had some wonderful association with your holiness at several places. 

Inspired by your holiness, hopefully I will be settling in Vrindavan from next year to devote my all time in 
the service of Srila Prabhupada and Sri Radha and Krishna under your pure and able guidance. 

Thank you very much for encouraging me towards Krishna consciousness by your holiness’ divine 
activities and keeping your holiness’ association and blessings. I will need your holiness’ blessings and 
mercy on all my family members to take shelter under your lotus feet. 

Vyas-puja Ki Jaya! Hare Krishna!

JAGAT GURU SRILA PRABHUPADA KI JAYA! SRILA GURUDEV TAMAL  KRISHNA GOSWAMI 
MAHARAJ KI JAYA! GURU MAHARAJ KI JAYA!

Your servant of the servant of the servant,
Jagdisananda dasa
New Zealand
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Europe and Israel
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My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. 
All glories to your auspicious appearance day. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Guru Maharaja, although you are full of transcendental qualities, I am at a loss to find the proper words 
to glorify you. But I would like to first of all thank you for accepting me as your disciple.
 
From the very beginning you cared for me although I personally didn’t know you. As an expert in dealing 
with all types of people you knew exactly how to handle me and my particular situation.
 
I also cherished till today that one time when you heavily chastised me. If you didn’t interfere, I don’t 
know what would be of me today.
 
Thanks to you, I travelled to other temples getting to know more devotees, different services, and new 
experiences.
 
Up till today, you are still taking care of me by engaging me fully in the service of Krishna and His 
transcendental brother. In fact it’s only by your mercy that Krishna decided to appear here on this Canary 
Island to take care of us. By engaging me in Their services, I’ve developed such an amazing bond with 
Them. They really took it at heart to be here to continue protecting and purifying me, whatever it may 
cost.
 
Guru Maharaja, please continue to help me by keeping me engaged in Krishna’s service without any 
deviation. You are so dear to Krishna that He is controlled by your love. Whatever you wish for me, 
Krishna surely fulfills.
 
Begging forgiveness for all my offenses committed knowingly or unknowingly.
 
Your ever grateful daughter,
Bhaktidevi dasi
ISKCON Tenerife, Spain

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and to Your 
Divine Grace.

This year the entire world has been blessed again by the great Vaishnavas’ activities, especially your amazing 
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last book, I’ll Build You a Temple. The spiritual master is guru, “weighty”, and this book is certainly weighty. 
So impressive, actually, that when I offered a copy to His Holiness Janananda Maharaja, he soon replied, 
“This is a fantastic book,” and then decided to add it to the list of books to be distributed in France.

At the end of a lecture given by Srila Prabhupada in Los Angeles in 1968, someone asked an apparently 
funny question:

“Woman: Are you familiar with Joan of Arc? She was a saint.

“Prabhupada: Yes.

“Woman: Is there any person in the Srimad-Bhagavatam similar to her? Study. 

“Prabhupada: You want to see Joan of Arc in Srimad-Bhagavatam? Why don’t you take Joan of Arc of 
Srimad-Bhagavatam? Any activities of devotees, that is Srimad-Bhagavatam. What do you mean by 
Bhagavatam? Bhagavatam, Bhagavatam, Bhagav, this word comes from Bhagavan. Bhagavata, bhagavad-
sabda.

“The word is Bhagavata. And pertaining to Bhagavata is Bhagavata. So Bhagavata can be expanded to 
any unlimited. So anything in relationship with God, that is Bhagavatam. So if Joan of Arc, she was in 
relationship with God, she is also Bhagavatam. You should expand Bhagavatam in that way. Yes.”

Therefore we can understand that your wonderful book about the person Bhagavata, Srila Prabhupada, 
is also Srimad-Bhagavatam. Future generations of Vaishnavas will derive great inspiration from it, and 
Vaishnava scholars will use it to study the life of our Founder-Acharya.

I am sure that Srila Prabhupada is proud of you, his most faithful disciple, and I am also proud to be your 
disciple.

Hare Krishna!

Your insignificant servant,
Caitanya Nitai dasa
France

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada, all glories to you Guru Maharaja.

In the Nectar of Devotion, Rupa Goswami says how devotional service is the beginning of all auspiciousness 
in one’s life and devotional service starts with guru padasraya, taking shelter in a bonafide spiritual master. 
It brings my memory back to that fortunate day when you kindly accepted me as your disciple. From that 
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time on I have had a very happy life full of service and adventures. 

Whenever we will go for service to Canary islands new Vrajamandala, Malaga, Bhaktivedanta Manor, 
Vrindavan, back to traveling sankirtan, Mayapur, Madrid temple, and last year in Carpinteria I always 
felt so safe and able to take up the different challenges like a child by his father’s hand trying  to learn to 
happily walk.

This last year cooking and serving you every day has been the best blessing in my life. I remember that 
wonderful feeling of dependence on you, every day nothing to worry about, just serve you to the best of 
my ability. I want to thank you Guru Maharaja from the bottom of my heart for being so compassionate 
with me and so grateful for everyday’s cooking.

I feel so much inspiration now from that experience when I chant japa with you in Japa Sanga, I feel like 
I’m sitting right there at your lotus feet. Then when I go on book distribution, I try to be grateful, like you, 
with the people I meet, and they get a wonderful impression of Srila Prabhupada’s mercy. 

Also, Guru Maharaja, with your inspiration I had the spiritual strength to accompany my dear mother in 
the last days of her life, with the support of your book Life’s Final Exam.

And I try to share with family and friends the love I receive from you and from Srila Prabhupada. And I 
try to impress the importance of surrender to guru and Krishna.

Guru Maharaja, my mind is fixed on going back to the service of your lotus feet, still feeling your presence 
in separation.

Your thankful daughter,
Ganga devi dasi
Madrid, Spain

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

This year more than ever shows us the impermanence of this world. More than ever the drop of water 
can fall from the lotus leaf at any time. Where is the shelter in this mortal world ? Pestilence, wars, forest 
fires, tsunamis, strikes, aggressive and unqualified political leaders—Where is the shelter? Where is the 
solution? Is there a solution? No solution?

My eyes go around the room. Oh yes, there is a solution! Our beautiful deities smile at us. Srila Prabhupada’s 
books are on the shelves, waiting for us to open them—the solution to solve the world’s problems!
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And more Krishna conscious books are appearing this year. One especially is most relevant, fantastic, a 
ripe fruit of unparalleled devotional service entitled I’ll Build You a Temple !

First the book cover is really eye-catching: Srila Prabhupada walking with a team of young devotees on 
Juhu beach, in the early morning. Srila Prabhupada seems to be confident, soft, happy and at the same 
time the captain of a tough war against Maya for reaching Goloka Vrndavana.

Around him, a few devotees, attentive, drink the nectar coming from the lotus lips of their wonderful 
Spiritual Master. On Srila Prabhupada’s right, near the Arabian sea, is Your Divine Grace.

All your body language speaks: Alert, on the move, ready for action, listening to instructions or whatever 
Srila Prabhupada has to say, intelligent, efficient organizer (pen and paper in the pocket), simple brahmacari, 
wearing flip-flops on the beach on a cool morning. In step with Srila Prabhupada you are walking with a 
team of devotees and friends. Everyone is here for Srila Prabhupada, with the enthusiasm of youths who 
are ready to give everything for Srila Prabhupada’s pleasure and success—building a Temple for Sri Sri 
Radha Rasabihari! Just seeing this book cover summarizes and announces what will be this “Good Fight”.

Thank you, thank you, thank you for what you did, assisting with all your heart and soul your beloved 
spiritual master. Admiring his endless amazing qualities, you develop the same qualities. Love and trust 
is the motto of Krsna consciousness and you instilĺ this in our heart too.

Since the temple on Hare Krsna Land opened in 1978, millions of visitors come each year. They admire Sri 
Sri Radha Rasabihari’s beauty and are introduced to the real meaning of Bhagavad-gita as it is spoken by Sri 
Krishna Himself! The whole parampara is so satisfied! What to speak of Lord Caitanya and Nityananda! 
You are a first class soldier of Lord Caitanya!

Gaura prema rasarnave se tarange jeba dube se radha madhava antaranga “One who dives deep into the 
ocean of Lord Gauranga’s movement becomes a confidential devotee of Sri Sri Radha Madhava. “ All 
glories to your wonderful service to Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga!

We are so fortunate to be part of this wonderful Krsna Conscious life. Being in my 70th year I see the 
short time in front of me. I wish, pray, and beg for your mercy to be able to surrender totally, removing 
all anarthas from my heart and installing a beautiful seat in my heart where Sri Sri Radha Krishna, Srila 
Prabhupada and yourself will sit with great pleasure.

Thanking you again for being a perfect acharya, as described in Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi 3, 98 purport: 
“ Since the Acharya is a confidential servitor of the Lord, his heart is always full of compassion for 
humanity in its suffering. He knows that all suffering is due to the absence of devotional service to the 
Lord, and therefore he always tries to find ways to change people’s activities, making them favorable for 
the attainment of devotion. That is the qualification of an Acharya”.

Wishing your Divine Grace a happy Vyasa-puja for many more years to come,

Your eternal grateful servant,
Goloka Prema devi dasi
France
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My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances on this blessed day. I bow at your lotus feet, my only true shelter, 
desiring to offer myself without reservations.

 “Most of us love ourselves more than we love others. It is a type of artificial love for oneself that is based 
on popular opinion rather than on a deep, intuitive understanding of who we really are. If we can learn to 
love and appreciate that person—who we actually are in ourselves—then as devotees of Krishna we can 
actually love and appreciate the people around us.” (Many Moons, Lessons in Love)

A pure hearted soul can see beyond all coverings because he sees through the eyes of knowledge. That is 
how you see everyone, Guru Maharaja, how you see me. You see the layers of dirt and beyond them, right 
into my heart, the true self: jivera ‘svarupa’ haya—krsnera ‘nitya-dasa.’

Your enthusiasm in nurturing our bhakti-lata is relentless: watering, feeding, weeding, trimming, and 
shaping. You are indeed a most expert gardener. Your enthusiasm and patience are rooted in your deep 
faith in Srila Prabhupada.

Your guru-nistha is flawless, Guru Maharaja. Srila Prabhupada is your life and soul, thus you breathe 
and live to please him. Your endeavor to know him more and more is proof of how sincerely you love 
him. Thus you study his books with great attention, talk about his activities, and associate with devotees 
who share the same love for him. In your talks and books you then share your profound love for Sila 
Prabhupada with us. How blessed we are to be the recipient of so much mercy!

Through your latest book, I’ll Build You a Temple, you are inundating our hearts and minds with Srila 
Prabhupada katha. You teach us how to serve him and please him.

There is no greater gift for our society and the generations to come, than understanding Srila Prabhupada’s 
work, his instructions, his heart, and his legacy.

Thank you, dear Guru Maharaja, for showing us how to serve and please you, as pleasing you means to 
please Srila Prabhupada.

May my gratitude for Your Divine Grace deepen and fructify. May my desire to serve unconditionally 
become sincere.

Guru Maharaja, you are one of Srila Prabhupada’s bright moons and I pray to be eternally touched by your 
luminous effulgence.

Srila Giriraj Maharaj ki jaya! Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!

Your indebted daughter,
Guru Carana Padma devi dasi
Locarno, Switzerland
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Dear spiritual father, dear Gurudeva,

Please, accept my humble obeisances. All Glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to your kindness and 
compassion.

In these times—when traveling is not the easiest task—you give us your association everyday by chanting 
with us through Facebook. Also, by sending ‘likes’ to some of our comments we feel those little moments 
of joy that makes life worthy no matter what we may be going through. Also, your Zoom lectures, with 
those kind and often witty personal exchanges with us.

On this most auspicious occasion of your appearance day, and as I’m writing on Janmastami day, I pray 
to Radha Govinda-candra and Srila Prabhupada that you stay with us for many, many years to come, and 
that I may remain.

Your eternal disciple,
Hari Bhakti Vilas dasi 
Tenerife, Canary Islands, Spain

My dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
All glories to Your Divine Grace.

These last two years—2020 and 2021—have indeed been very difficult times for the general population 
of people around the world. But, as it is said, “Not a blade of grass moves without the will of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead.” There is definitely a master plan of Lord Krishna which will be manifested to 
us in due course of time. He is our eternal loving father and we can already see His mercy apparently in 
seemingly difficult times. Devotees are happy in all circumstances. By the mercy of Srila Prabhupada, we 
have learnt the art of making the best use of the worst bargains.

These two years have brought us so much closer to you, given us chances to hear your nectarean lectures 
via the medium of different social channels, and thus giving us a chance to render service in vani, which is 
of utmost benefit to our spiritual growth. We are trying to implement your instructions in our daily lives 
and hope to continue following them with all sincerity.

Guru Maharaja, please continue to shower your mercy upon the fallen souls like us as we have no one 
else to take refuge of. You are our loving father, mother, teacher, friend, and you are everything to us. 
You mean the world to us. Last year was especially very difficult for us. My husband lost his diksa guru 
and I lost my siksa guru, His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami. If it was not for your kind words, love, and 
affection, we would have been totally lost in utter lamentation. Thank you for being there for us under all 
circumstances and making us realize the importance of vani.
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You have not been able to travel to Europe for more than two decades and I remember having written to 
you on various occasions but you have always emphasized the importance of vani to vapu. But these two 
years have really shown us this fact from all dimensions.

Seeking your blessings always,
Your unqualified servants,
Hema gauri dasi and Vinod Vihari dasa
Malaga, Spain

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to 
you, my most beloved father.

Guru Maharaja, as I sit on the deck of the ship looking into the ocean with its powerful waves—no land 
to be seen in any direction—my meditation takes me to you, my captain. The only person in this ocean of 
material life who is by my side navigating me through all the struggles and waves life might throw at me. 
You keep me from drowning, and keep bringing me back, reminding me of the importance of my Krishna 
consciousness.

Sometimes life puts us in an extreme situation to awaken our faith and desperate calling for shelter. In this 
same route, not long ago, my 87-year-old grand uncle, who is a sailor and declared himself a non believer, 
fell in the middle of the ocean at night and was stranded for six hours. Swimming until he was exhausted, 
he started to pray to God and shortly after a helicopter rescued him.

Guru Maharaja, this past year has really made me realize that there is no other way but to turn to you. I 
might think I am intelligent and know what’s best for me, but the waves then smash me, break me and 
make me understand that my faith in you is the most important thing. 

There is no other way and I don’t want to go any other way; I want to be under your shelter and guidance, 
I want to keep learning how to please and serve you. You are my most merciful father who lovingly keeps 
helping me stand up, without judgment just helping me forward.

Guru Maharaja, I long for the day I can be back in Carpinteria engaged in your service. Those few words 
after prasada, your most captivating smile—there is nothing in this world that compares to those moments 
with you. I pray to you so that I may soon be in your service.

Please forgive me, Guru Maharaja, for all my mistakes, my offenses, and immaturity.

Your forever grateful daughter and servant,
Jahnava devi dasi
Madrid, Spain
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Hare Krishna dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to 
Your Divine Grace.

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta svamin iti namine

namaste sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

“You are the vibrant and joyful budding of spring, the cool shade of summer, the soothing colors of 
autumn, the warm sun of winter, the protective shield against any and every storm, dear Guru Maharaja!

“Even plants and animals benefit and get purified wherever you are, so what to speak of materially 
conditioned human beings. Your simple presence is the most rapid and effective relief from this samsara, 
dear Guru Maharaja!

Knowing my real position, knowing that I will not be saved, you invest your body, soul, mind, and 
intelligence, you bestow your precious mercy everyday to retrieve us wandering souls from maya, dear 
Guru Maharaja!

Distributing the most coveted treasure, the ambrosia of Srila Prabhupada’s teachings and association, you 
are cutting our illusions, breaking our attachments, dear Guru Maharaja!”

Wishing you a very happy Vyasa-puja 2021, dear Guru Maharaja!!!

Giriraja Maharaja ki jaya!!! Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!!!  Ananta-koti vaisnava-vrnda ki jaya!!!

Your daughter,
Madhuri Radhika devi dasi (Mansa Juggoo)
Scarborough, North Yorkshire, United Kingdom
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Hare Krishna, dear Guru Maharaja. Happy Vyasa-puja!

Kindly, accept my humble and respectful obeisances onto your lotus feet. Jaya Srila Prabhupada!

I have written a poem for your pleasure. Below it there is an explanation. I hope you like it. I actually 
wrote it a few days before you initiated me on November last year on Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura’s 
disappearance day. Here it is:

Trees, sky, wind, a light, and the mountain bathed in divine rain

There is a place, a New Dhama
With green trees that grow up high
It’s covered by a clear blue sky
There, you can hear the hari-nama

A swift breeze blows through
These are favorable winds
Rainclouds they will bring
Where does it go to?

Follow it, look to the right!
Amidst the fog I see a light
Hurry up, tighten the sail
Further there is a mountain

It graciously stands tall, still
The winds stop at its feet
Lavish hillsides evergreen
It’s been bathed in divine rain

All my gratefulness to the sheltering trees,
To the sky covering these
To the swift breeze and to the light
Indicating the way right

And finally, to that mountain
Bathed and soaked with that rain,
The nectar of love divine,
Shelter of all who seek the same

In this poem I express all my gratitude to those by whose mercy I’m where I am now, namely, in the 
process of developing Krishna consciousness.

In the first verse, with those tall sheltering trees which grow in a new dhama, I refer to my devoted 
parents and the devotees of New Vrajamandala who gave me their association and protection. The blue 
sky under which the trees grew is Kadamba Kanana Swami, who came to guide the community, and whom 
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I remember when I was small giving Srimad-Bhagavatam classes which created, a very deep samskara in 
my consciousness which helped me a lot and perhaps was a reason which induced me to study in depth 
the bhakti-sastras.

The swift breeze is the advice of my brothers and friends which took me to Sri Dham Mayapur and which 
will bring the rain clouds that cleanse and water the heart with bhakti.

Then there is a light which indicates the way and which clears the darkness of ignorance. This light 
represents my gurukula teachers, who taught and gave me real knowledge.

And that gracious mountain at which the winds of my travels of search become calmed, which is constantly 
bathed with nectarean rain of Krishna-bhakti, which is fixed in Krishna consciousness with a strong and 
immovable determination to serve Srila Prabupada, this represents your Holiness Giriraj Swami. Our 
beloved spiritual master who guides us in devotional service. The lavishly decorated hillsides with fresh 
and green pastures, beautiful flowers, and on which grows a thick and green bhakti-lata beautifying the 
whole atmosphere, represents your eloquent speeches, Krishna-katha and literature in which you write 
your insights, realizations and pastimes with Srila Prabhupada and other Vaishnavas, inspiring and giving 
our lives divine joy.

I’m eternally thankful to you. I hope that my offenses to you and to the Vaisnavas be forgiven and pray to 
have your blessings so that I may develop humility in my heart and be able to properly serve you and Srila 
Prabhupada. This is my desire.

Your unqualified servant,
Narottama Vilasa dasa
New Vrajamandala, Spain
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The spiritual master is receiving benediction from the ocean of mercy. 
Just as a cloud pours water on a forest fire to extinguish it, so the 

spiritual master delivers the materially afflicted world by extinguishing the 
blazing fire of material existence. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the 
lotus feet of such a spiritual master, who is an ocean of auspicious qualities.

Sri Sri Guruvastakam 1 by Srila Vishvanatha Chakravarti Thakura
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All 
glories to your auspicious appearance in this world. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

This year on Nityananda-trayodasi, you sent me a video of a beautiful rendition of the Nityanandastakam 
sung by His Grace Nityananda dasa. The melody and words captured my heart, and only later this year I 
realized why you had sent it to me. I also recognized that each word glorified you, a perfect representative 
of Lord Nityananda. 

“Nityananda Prabhu, or Nitai-chand, is the original spiritual master. He is Baladeva. Bala means strength, 
and deva, the Personality of Godhead, who gives strength. Therefore Nitai-chand is the symbol of the 
spiritual master who gives strength to the disciples. This is the process of disciplic succession. We have to 
acquire spiritual strength. No amount of material strength can help me in the advancement of spiritual 
life. . . . Just like we have to take electricity from the powerhouse by connecting directly to the powerhouse 
. . . Similarly, the meaning of the disciplic succession is that the strength is descending from the original 
person through the spiritual master.” (Srila Prabhupada’s purport to Gauranga Bolite Habe)

By reciting the Nityanandastakam regularly, I find the strength to face each day with renewed spiritual 
vigor and faith. The inexplicable treasures that can be found in the words of Srila Vrindavan dasa Thakura 
are testament to his deep bhava and spiritual vision. Similarly, you give us small glimpses into the window 
of your heart where Sri Sri Radha-Krishna, Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, and Their associates reside. Your mercy 
that comes from Sri Nityananda Rama continues to guide me through the storms of life. 

The translation of the Nityanandastakam and what it means to me in relation to you is as follows:

His radiance is so pure that He is mistaken for the autumn moon; He moves gracefully like an 
elephant.With a smile on His face, He is intoxicated with love for Hari and is most exalted.

Always rolling His eyes, He bears a stick with which He punishes the age of Kali.
I constantly worship Nityananda, the root of the bhakti tree.

Who is not enamored by your intoxicating smile and moonlike face? Your purity shines through the layers 
of ignorance in this age of Kali, giving us light and hope. When we were young girls and tried to avoid you 
or hide away because of our shyness, you gently chastised us and said, “The gopis were the most chaste and 
shy, but when they heard the flute of Krishna, they left everything and ran to be with Him.” In this way you 
taught us to be greedy for your association and the association of devotees, for it would pave our path to 
Goloka Vrindavan. Your chastisements are always out of love, for your devotees and the conditioned souls 
alike.

I therefore worship you, the pure representative of Lord Nityananda and our moon in this vast darkness 
of Kali-yuga.

He is the incomparable storehouse of rasas, the all and everything for His devotees,
the husband of Jahnava and Vasudha—their life and soul.

Ever maddened by prema, He is hardly understood by the unintelligent.
I constantly worship Nityananda, the root of the bhakti tree.
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You are the life and soul of so many because you’ve given your life selflessly for others. In your roles as a 
perfect son, brother, student, disciple, godbrother, and guru, you’ve captured the hearts of all those who are 
fortunate to witness your perfect example. Yet, who can fully understand your extraordinary qualities and 
activities? Your spotless intimate servants can understand your heart. I pray for their kindness and grace 
on this undeserving and unintelligent fool, so one day I can attain such service and surrender.

I therefore worship you, a pure representative of Lord Nityananda and a treasure house of ecstatic mellows. 

Dearest to the son of Saci, He is worshiped by the whole world and is filled with bliss.
His boundless mercy delivers the souls plunged in the vices of Kali.

He steals the swelling pride of the ocean of material life by glorifying Hari.
I constantly worship Nityananda, the root of the bhakti tree.

“Be happy, healthy, and holy!” you wish us daily. You tell us that the best preaching is showing people 
that we are happy in Krishna consciousness and treating others with love and respect. Your happiness in 
Krishna consciousness is contagious. Just by seeing you or hearing from you, our hearts erupt in bliss and 
our troubles run far away. Like an expert thief you rob us of any chance of feeling morose or discontented 
in your presence. The ocean of material life becomes insignificant when you speak about and glorify the 
Lord. 

I worship you, the pure representative of Lord Nityananda, whose presence, in vani and vapuh, makes us 
feel the joy of devotion. 

“O brother, what will happen to people contaminated by the age of Kali?
Please create a means by which they can easily attain You.”

In this way He engaged in discussion with the Supreme Lord.
I constantly worship Nityananda, the root of the bhakti tree.

How many people you’ve prayed for during the turmoil of the past year, during times of crises and despair. 
It’s inconceivable how you find the time in your busy schedule to console and encourage every person 
who turns to you with a few words on the phone, on social media, and email. We know that when we are 
protected, overcome a hurdle, pass a difficult test, or experience any success, it is due to your prayers and 
encouragement. You never fail to pray for us—for anyone who has taken your shelter. You plead to the 
Lord on our behalf, not only that we overcome our external struggles but that we internally progress in our 
journey back home. What hope is there for us otherwise?

I worship you, the representative of Lord Nityananda, whose compassion knows no bounds. 

“My brother, to your heart’s content, please chant the name of Hari without cessation.
If you do so, I will take the responsibility of carrying you across the ocean of samsara.”

Saying this with His hands in the air, He wandered from house to house.
I constantly worship Nityananda, the root of the bhakti tree.

You’ve accepted the responsibility of taking us back to Godhead against all odds. You tirelessly preach and 
teach us how to love Krishna even though we may be slow learners. You remind us that devotional service 
cannot be checked by any material impediment, that we can be happy serving Krishna and chanting His 
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holy names in any circumstance. And this is how you’ve led your life in service to Srila Prabhupada—
completely dependent and selfless, traveling from country to country carrying his message, chanting the 
holy names without cessation, and inspiring others from every continent to do the same.

I worship you, the pure representative of Lord Nityananda, whose instructions can carry us across the 
ocean of samsara.

Ah, He is Agastya Rsi to forcefully drink up the ocean of material existence.
And He is the moon to increase the ocean of the devotees’ good fortune.

He is the sunlight to dispel the darkness of countless wicked people.
I constantly worship Nityananda, the root of the bhakti tree.

The great saint Agastya Rsi drank up the ocean to save the world from the demons. Lord Nityananda 
drank the ocean of material existence to save drowning souls in Kali-yuga. His cooling lotus feet are like 
millions of moons, which soothe the onslaught of material life. Similarly, the shade of your lotus feet is 
like the moonrays, which soothe our troubles and increase the tide of our good fortune. Whenever we are 
distressed or seek advice, you are always there to reassure us of Krishna’s love, and when our own wicked 
mind becomes our enemy, you are the sun that dispels our doubts and dark thoughts.

I worship you, the pure representative of Lord Nityananda, who fills our lives with the sun and the moon 
of your love.

On every path He walks while singing and speaking about Hari.
He looks even at those who have no mercy even for themselves.

And He turns them into saints, simply by His sidelong merciful glance.
I constantly worship Nityananda, the root of the bhakti tree.

It is said that the greatness of a saintly person is seen in the lives he transforms. This year you’ve transformed 
more lives by your enlivening online discussions and diksa initiations. You remind us that Srila Prabhupada 
revealed the secret to spiritual success: the mercy of Lord Gauranga, which can only be obtained by the 
mercy of Nityananda. And to get Lord Nityananda’s mercy we have to approach people like Jagai and 
Madhai. Thus you encourage us to get Lord Nityananda’s mercy by giving His mercy to others—to remind 
lost souls that they can have the greatest compassion on themselves by turning to Krishna. Your merciful 
glance can transform anyone into a saint and freely give them the riches of the spiritual world. So what 
to speak of your pure, devoted disciples, like Arca Vigraha devi dasi and Kamala devi dasi, among others, 
who received your special mercy and now serve you in the land where every word is a song and every step 
a dance.

I worship you, the pure representative of Lord Nityananda, whose merciful sidelong glance can create 
miracles—giving us hope that we too can someday be united with our bigger family in Goloka Vrindavan.

He gently takes the soft lotuslike hand of His brother,
And His heart tremors in bliss as They look at each other.

In this way He wanders around, enchanting the townsfolk.
I constantly worship Nityananda, the root of the bhakti tree.
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How fortunate we are to witness your loving exchanges with your godbrothers—to have seen how you and 
Tamal Krishna Goswami lovingly looked at each other as if reading each other’s thoughts. How fortunate 
we were to go on Govardhana parikrama with you and Sridhar Swami on a sweltering summer’s day or to 
see you and “the jolly swami” strolling to our house, hand in hand, joking and laughing. And recently when 
I saw a picture of you and Bhakti Charu Swami holding hands and affectionately looking into each other’s 
eyes, it reminded me of this verse of the Nityanandastakam. For you, your godbrothers are expansions of 
Srila Prabhupada, your spiritual father, to whom you’ve dedicated every moment of your life. When Srila 
Prabhupada glanced at you, it was evident that he stole your heart forever.

I worship you, the pure representative of Lord Nityananda, who carries forth Srila Prabhupada’s legacy, 
hand in hand with his surrendered servants.

This astaka is full of rasa and is thus the wealth of the saintly rasika-vaisnavas.
Simply by being remembered, this storehouse of rasas can deliver countless fallen souls.

One who recites this unprecedented Nityanandastaka
Finds Lord Nityananda’s lotus feet manifest in one’s heart.

Simply by remembering you and glorifying you, one’s life becomes auspicious. By following your instructions 
and walking in your footsteps, we will attract the mercy of Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai and Sri Sri Radha and 
Krishna. You will make our hearts a fit place for Them to reside, and wherever They are, you will also be.

Thank you for all that you do to bring us a step closer to the goal of life. All glories to your unconditional 
love and compassion.

Begging to remain,
Your insignificant servant of your servants,
Nikunja Vilasini dasi
Lisbon, Portugal

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhutale
prabhupadati-priya-sri girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasabiharibhyam bhaktebhyas catama-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale 
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
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Dearest Giriraj Swami Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All 
glories to Your Divine Grace.

Wishing you a very happy Vyasa-puja and praying to Sri Sri Radha-Gokulananda’ji for many, many happy 
returns on this very auspicious day.

The past year has been a difficult one for most people due to the Coronavirus situation. I’ve had my share 
of ups and downs too.

Being very close to getting initiation from His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami Maharaja and then his 
departure had a huge impact on me. My whole world changed and I felt so helpless and didn’t know 
which way to go. For months I suffered, feeling the huge loss of Bhakti Charu Swami Maharaja. There was 
a massive void in my life.

Siddhi Lalasa Mataji very kindly wrote to you about my situation and you wrote to me straight away with 
such kindness and compassion. You emailed me the talk you gave on Guru-purnima day on July 29th, 
2007 in Dallas, explaining the complex subject matter of guru-tattva. This answered the questions I had 
and made things clearer for me and I felt much, much better.

The highlight of the year was when you gave me shelter at your divine lotus feet. I was so happy and felt 
like I had got my life back as without the mercy of a guru it seemed so meaningless. I cannot thank you 
enough for accepting and giving me shelter at your divine lotus feet even though I’m the most fallen.

All your classes are so nectarean, full of deep meaning, and very instructive. I look forward to your classes 
and emails informing us about the important days in the Vaishnava calendar.

You are always very kind and caring for the well-being of all the devotees. You are the epitome of devotee 
care. Reading your books and listening to your programs made me realise how closely you follow Srila 
Prabhupada. The many, many difficulties you faced in Mumbai while trying to get the Hare Krishna Land 
and building the Juhu Temple shows the extraordinary strong faith and unconditional love you have for 
Srila Prabhupada and belief in ISKCON. I pray for your mercy so I can have the same mood to serve Your 
Divine Grace as you have for Srila Prabhupada.

I read somewhere that by writing for guru and Krishna, one gets purified. Thank you for the opportunity 
to write to you for the auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja. Praying I can always remain under the dust 
of your lotus feet and serve all the living entities.

Wishing you the most wonderful Vyasa-puja celebrations!

Praying and hoping I get the opportunity of your personal association and to serve you.

Your aspiring servant,
Pavitra Bhatt
London
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Dearmost Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhutale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijñaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma- dayine

I offer my respectful obeisances unto Srila Giriraj Swami, who is very dear to Lord Krishna on this earth, 
having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

He is loved by Srila Prabhupada and is an expert speaker and knower of shastra. He is fixed in sadhana 
and has given his life in service to Radha-Rasabihari and the devotees.

I have been struggling unsuccessfully for weeks to write a Vyasa-puja offering until I realized that it is 
beyond my capacity to write about a personality as exalted as you, Guru Maharaja.

I quote a sentence from a lecture given by you in connection with Srila Prabhupada’s arrival in America. 
[A talk by Giriraj Swami and Sri Prahlada dasa, September 28, 2002, Three Rivers, California]:

“Our only qualification is that Srila Prabhupada took compassion on us and gave us his mercy: He prayed 
to Krishna for us, just as he says here in the poem.”

Similarly, Guru Maharaja, you being an ocean of mercy and compassion, are showering your unlimited 
mercy on this most worthless soul, devoid of any qualifications whatsoever.

Aspiring to be always sheltered under your lotus feet.

Your most insignificant servant,
Priya Joshi
United Arab Emirates

My dearmost Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

The other day a friend of mine send me the following email card:

“Good friends are like the stars, you might not always see them , but you know they are always there”
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I was thinking of you and how you are always there for all of us in good and bad times and that even 
though we might not always be able to see you, we can rest assured that we always have your blessings 
and that we are always included in your powerful prayers, as long as we sincerely follow your instructions 
there is no doubt that you will lead us back, home, to the loving service to Srila Prabhupada and Sri Sri 
Radha and Krishna.

I just consider myself so fortunate to be allowed to be your disciple and as of complete  shortcoming of 
qualifications, I can only aspire to become a servant of your servants and hopefully please you in that way.

On this very special day I pray that Krishna will bless you with many, many more healthy years to come, 
so that you may continue to inspire and teach us in how to become the perfect servant of the servant.

Your grateful aspiring servant of your servants,
Rasasundari dasi
Malaga, Spain

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my respectful obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

By your mercy, the past year has brought about so many wonderful possibilities.

Albeit the pandemic, this year has been surprisingly sweet and gave birth to new relationships with my 
sweet godbrothers and godsisters from all around the world. I have been fortunate to serve with them and 
thus develop new friendships. It is tremendously joyful and inspiring to discuss your glories and endeavor 
together to satisfy you. I am so inspired to see their love and dedication to you.

I was also very fortunate, by your sweet mercy, to connect with your eternal disciple and associate – 
Mother Archa Vigrha. Being absorbed in her qualities and life’s events, as well as learning about her 
relationship with you, I find myself thinking about her throughout the day. She is such an inspiration – 
her love for you and the way she departed from this world are truly unparalleled.

Throughout this year I have been amazed by your intense schedule of online lectures. Unable to keep up 
with your pace, I am reminded of Srila Prabhupada, during his travels in India in the early 70’s. He had 
responded to so many invitations by the local people, while the young devotees were unable to keep up 
with him. 

During this past year, you have introduced a wonderful new mantra. I love and adore the sweet and caring 
way you recite it at the end of your japa each day. With a close up of your effulgent face, you end with the 
words: “… be happy and healthy and holy. Holy by associating with the holy names.” 

Guru Maharaja, thank you for being so caring and loving to so many fallen souls,
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Your eternal servant, 
Rohini-nandana dasa
Israel

Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

On this auspicious day I pray for your good health.

Thank you again for accepting me as your daughter. 

I bow down unto your lotus feet with humble prayer. Let me remain eternally under your protection and 
care.

Your daughter,
Sachi Sundari dasi
France

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada.

It is our good fortune that in this world of constant change and tribulation, you have been a constant spiritual 
presence in everyone’s lives. Despite the relentless flow of tribulations, you have been the constant factor: 
constant shelter, constant love, constant care, constant remembrance and connection to Krishna and Srila 
Prabhupada.

You have been the calm and shelter within the storm.
The unwavering flame in the raging wind.
The light in the darkness.
The spiritual presence in the temporary world of matter and duality.
The real love within an ocean of selfishness.
You are within this world but you are not of this world.

Being tossed away in this fierce ocean of material existence, our only and real shelter is your divine lotus feet. 
It is there we can feel completely secure, fearless, peaceful, happy, and loved.
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jive saksat nahi tate guru caittya-rupe
siksa-guru haya krsna-mahanta-svarupe

“Since one cannot visually experience the presence of the Supersoul, He appears before us as a liberated 
devotee. Such a spiritual master is none other than Krishna Himself.”  (Cc Adi 1.58)

By some inconceivable grace, mercy, love, and kindness of Sri Sri Radha-Syamasundara and Srila Prabhupada, 
I have been placed in your divine loving association and service in my life. I’m eternally indebted to you and 
to them for giving us your shelter. Such shelter is very rare and precious. Not only does it give us divine shelter, 
but also, through your grace and mercy, the opportunity to develop and contact pure unalloyed divine love 
for Sri Sri Radha-Syamasundara, Srila Prabhupada, and all the devotees, even though we are not qualified.

jathay vaisnava-gana, sei stana brndabana,
sei sthane ananda asesa

“Only that place which is graced by the presence of the devotees is actually Vrindavan, and only there can 
you come into contact with unlimited spiritual pleasure.” (Sri Sri Kalyana Kalpa-taru by Srila Saccidananda 
Bhaktivinoda Thakura – First branch, song 14)

Your presence is a blessing and a great fortune for us all and indeed the entire world. Your being here makes 
our presence in this world worth living!

With love,
Your humble servant,
Sundarananda dasa
Lisbon, Portugal

Dear Gurudeva,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet.
 
Your divine struggle for building the Juhu Temple exemplifies the struggle one has to go through in this 
material world, but with Guru Maharaja’s mercy and Lord Krishna’s blessings, everything is possible.
 
On this auspicious Vyasa-puja day I hope to become an instrument in helping to spread the movement 
and be able to face the calamities. Have a nice Vyasa-puja.
 
Your servant,
Urjesvari devi dasi
London, England
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Hare Krishna! 

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 

Thank you, Giriraj Swami Maharaja, for giving us Krishna consciousness, for following Srila Prabhupada, 
and for your kindness to take us home.

Vangjelia Korostova
Kemel, Hessen, Germany

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of Your lotus feet on the day of your divine appearance. 
All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
In an article entitled Associates of Sri Caitanya, Srila Bhaktisiddanta Sarasvati Thakur writes:

“The Guru is the embodiment of the manifestation of the divinity to the pure receptive spiritual essence 
of the disciple. The guru is the real and original recipient of the Truth. He communicates his knowledge 
to the disciple. The disciple is too small a particle to be able by himself to receive the whole truth. He is 
enabled to receive Him through the power of the guru. The guru as it were, takes the disciple by the hand 
and guides his every step on the plane of the Absolute. It is perpetual tutelage on the part of the disciple. 

This fact may be expressed in another way. The cognitive faculty of the individual soul can have no ground 
to stand upon unless the Divinity Himself condescends to be the legs as well as the ground on which he 
is to stand to function at all. This function of the divinity is performed by the guru. As a matter of fact the 
Divinity actually reveals Him only to Himself. The individual soul is a separable constituent of the guru. It 
is only when he happens to be associated by his own free choice with the guru in a completely dependent 
manner that he can be on the plane of the guru’s service of the Divinity. He may or may not choose to be 
associated. The guru may or may not choose to admit him to his association. When there is active willing 
assent to such association on the part of both then it is possible for the individual souls to attain to the 
service of the Divinity in the really conscious form.”

These profound words aptly describe our complete dependency on you, Guru Maharaja. We are too small 
a particle to understand anything. We can only be enabled to understand anything on our spiritual path 
through your power and by you guiding us at every step. We have no power to stand. Any ability to stand 
or walk is only due to the power imparted to us by Your Divine Grace.

The essence of “the embodiment of the divinity” is love and compassion. This is so palpable in your 
personality Guru Maharaja.

On this day, the day of your divine appearance we feel our sense of dependence especially acutely.
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You are our worshipable deity Guru Maharaj—our Krishna.
 
Hare Krishna. With love and gratitude,
Your dependent servant,
Vrindavan Chandra das
London

My dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
On this occasion of your Vyasa-puja day, I wish you a very happy day.
 
Your transcendental qualities are like flowers, each one with a very special aroma, and all together make 
a big and unlimited bouquet that is emanating a fragrance of pure love for Krishna.
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to smell this mercy.
 
Hare Krishna,
Your insignificant servant,
Vrndavan dasa
Malaga, Spain
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Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet! All glories to Srila Prabhupada and his 
beloved devotees!

I have been trying to pen down my offering since quite some time . . . but I fall short of words to express 
my gratitude and feelings. Kindly accept my heartfelt offering and forgive me for my shortcomings.

I’m very new to the practice of Krishna consciousness and a very strong headed person, fully loaded with 
my own conception of life.

I’m so, so dumb. Scriptures and slokas just don’t get into my head. Just not my cup of tea.

The very first lecture I heard was to the VIHE on “Cooperation,” and since then I desire to hear you more 
often.

Encountering your book, I’ll Build You a Temple, is a hope giving seed.

Srila Prabhupada desired to build a temple for the Deities, and you wholeheartedly cooperated to fulfil his 
desires, considering it your own.

You set an exemplary example of a Krishna conscious person through the medium of this masterpiece.

I’m a person who understands things better by living examples, and could see Krishna consciousness 
living in you through your life experiences.

I’ll Build You a Temple is not a mere book of words, perhaps it’s a school of wisdom, and a life manual on 
how to practically apply the teachings in one’s life.

Aarti Mehra
Amritsar

Hare Krishna Maharaja’ji,

Radhe Radhe! Dandavat pranama. Jaya Srila Prabhupada! All glories to His Holiness Giriraj Swami 
Maharaja’ji.

I am Adityajeet Joshi from Jalandhar, India. 

Guru Maharaja, I pay my humble obeisance unto your lotus feet. 

I feel greatly blessed to write something about a great Vaishnava acharya, Guru Maharaja. 



118

Gurudeva, you are very merciful in spreading Srila Prabhupada’s mission all over the globe. Gurudeva, 
whenever I ask you any question, you immediately clear all my doubts. Guru Maharaja, my only prayer 
unto your lotus feet is that please bless me with krsna-prema and give me the power to follow Srila 
Prabhupada instructions strictly.

Thanks, Guru Maharaja.

Your unfaithful servant,
Adityajeet Joshi
Jalandhar

My dear Srila Guru Maharaja,

Hare Krishna. Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to you, to Srila Gurudeva, Srila 
Prabhupada, Sri Dhama Mayapur, and the holy name.

My dandavat-pranamas to your lotus feet on the most auspicious occasion of your divine appearance day. 
Thank you so much for all your mercy.

“When the living entity is situated in visuddha-sattva, transcendental to the three material modes of 
nature, he can perceive the form, quality, and other features of the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
through his service attitude.” (Cc Adi 4.65, purport)

Through your service to the holy name you are absorbed in the pastimes of the Divine Couple. You are 
the Supreme Personality of Servitor Godhead. You are the personification of service at the lotus feet of 
your spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada. Your faith in the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada is wonderfully 
explained by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura:

“A true disciple knows his Gurudeva to be someone who is extremely dear to Krishna, who is sent by 
Krishna, and who is the Servitor Lord (sevaka Bhagavan). A sincere disciple has the same devotion for his 
Gurudeva that he has for the Supreme Lord and he worships and serves him the same way. Those who do 
not serve their Gurudeva this way fall from their position as a disciple. No one can chant the holy name 
purely unless they see Gurudeva as non-different from Krishna—as Krishna’s manifestation.

“I shall serve Sri Guru and Gauranga with simplicity and sincerity under the guidance of Gurudeva. My 
Gurudeva has the words of the Supreme Lord, and I will be obedient to that word in the proper way. I will 
not disrespect my Gurudeva under the influence of anyone in this world. 

“If I have to become proud, if I have to become a beast, if I have to go to hell, by carrying out the order 
of Gurudeva, who is sent by Krishna, then I want to sign a contract to go to hell for all eternity. I will not 
listen to anything anybody says other than the order of my Gurudeva. 
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“By the power that has come to me from the lotus feet of Gurudeva, I will throw all other currents of 
consciousness of the world with a punch of my fists. If I throw a particle of dust from the pollen of the 
lotus feet of Srila Gurudeva, then millions of people of this world will be delivered. 

“There is no scholarship, no good concept in the fourteen worlds that is heavier than a particle of dust 
from the lotus feet of my Gurudeva. A true disciple will have this kind of firm faith and determination.” 
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura.

On this most auspicious occasion of your divine appearance day I fall at the dust of your lotus feet begging 
for your mercy. 

Please be merciful unto this fallen soul and somehow or the other engage this fallen soul in the service of 
my spiritual masters.

Thank you once again for all your mercy.

Eternally at your service,
Your servant,
Aghabidh dasa, TKG
Kolkata
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Offerings from the Heart, 
Amritsar Congregation–A Gift of the Lockdown.

A young group, some of them yoga practitioners and a few Buddhist practitioners, are now stuck in the 
four walls of their homes due to the lockdown, and figuring out how to spend their time intelligently. 

They all knew that Cheena was into the Bhagavad-gita, so they approached her to form a group and help 
them understand the Bhagavad-gita. For Cheena, it was a preaching opportunity served to her on a platter 
and very sincerely she shared her realizations of the Bhagavad-gita with this group. 
 
I met them on 21st August during my recent visit to Amritsar for book distribution. They were all so eager 
to understand the philosophy and make spiritual advancement.  

Somehow, I got inspired to introduce the group to Guru Maharaja, and Guru Maharaja graciously agreed 
to give his time to them. Kuntidevi also joined us at the same Zoom meeting held on 26th August. The 
ladies were ecstatic and post the meeting were pouring their emotions out on WhatsApp. Again, this 
thought came that their emotions must be sent to Guru Maharaja.

It’s Vyasa-puja time and an e-book is being compiled so this thought to channel these heartfelt expressions 
and lock it for posterity encouraged me to get this offering together from the Amritsar congregation.

All glories to our very dear Guru Maharaja.

Radhapadadhuli dasi

Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. Meeting with you was a divine arrangement and a blissful experience 
for me.

Gratitude for sharing commendable experiences of your intense services for Srila Prabhupada through 
such an inspiring book, I’ll Build You a Temple.

Please shower your mercy to let me also dip into the mood of service unto the lotus feet of guru and 
Krishna.

Your servant,
Rupali Mehra
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Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

That day I was so excited and felt blessed to meet Guru Maharaja for the first time. I felt that I had seen 
a GOD-like personality in front of me. I was feeling that these moments should never come to an end. It 
was like a festival for me.

Your servant,
Kanu Vohra

Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

It was such a blissful experience meeting you on the Zoom on 26th August. It felt as if I had met GOD. 
Need lots and lots of your blessings so that I can reach the heights of spirituality.

Your servant,
Pooja Khanna

Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
 
Maharaja, 26th August was a festival for me. I felt and wished that this meeting would never end. In that 
one-hour meeting your presence felt like a blessing. 

After meeting you, I feel I have got the strength to be more fixed up in my spiritual practices. Please always 
keep us under your shelter.

I sincerely pray to Srila Prabhupada that we get to meet you again soon.

Hare Krishna. Jaya Prabhupada.

Your servant,
Gayatri
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Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

It was unbelievable to meet you, Guru Maharaja. I am a neophyte on the spiritual path. I could never think 
that I would have the mercy of Lord Krishna and meet you at such an early stage of my spiritual journey.

Please, Guru Maharaja, bless me so that I should be more inclined towards bhakti. Hare Krishna.

Your servant,
Shuchi

Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

It was indeed a great honor to interact with you. We are blessed to be in your association. 

Also, thank you so much for giving us the wonderful book, I’ll Build You a Temple. This book gives us the 
true insight of how the beautiful Juhu temple was built, as we see it today. 

Please bless and guide us to follow the path of Krishna consciousness with dedication.

Your servant,
Megha

Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

Meeting you has been the most wonderful experience of my life. This divine call came on the 26th of 
August. That day your fragrance of love made me also fragrant. I will treasure it till my last breath. 

Definitely I will read, I’ll Build You a Temple, recall it, admire it, and get inspiration from it. Bless me with 
the miracle of your love and faith.

My heartfelt gratitude to you and I hope to meet you soon. I will devote my life in whatever small way I 
can do.

Your servant,
Monica Arora



123

Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

I bow down to your lotus feet. Please accept my humble obeisances.

We were fortunate to get your blessings. Guru Maharaja, I need immense blessings to have quality chanting. 
That is one of my desires. And I am also desiring to hear more and more from you.

Thank you for your valuable time.

Your servant,
Shivali Kapur

Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. 

It was my greatest delight to receive your darshan. I was mesmerised and rejuvenated by your divinity. 
Your voice, full of compassion, touched my heart. By associating with a pure soul like you, pure devotee 
of the Lord, we will be released from the cycle of birth and death. 

I am deeply motivated to read your book, I’ll Build You a Temple. My sincere gratitude to you.

Your servant,
Neena

Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

It was a really divine experience talking to you. I am feeling blessed to get my question regarding chanting 
clarified by you. Now my doubts are cleared and I am able to chant more and more with my heart and I 
am longing to have another meeting soon with you.

Your servant,
Ishnita 
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Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

It was very soothing and peaceful to watch you. As soon as you started kirtan, I actually felt that I met a 
pure soul, absolutely free from the contamination of the material world. Your divine aura immediately 
nourished all my senses and I felt completely blessed to meet you.

Your servant,
Kanan Mehra 

Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

It was a completely unforgettable moment when you were with us. It was all Krishna’s mercy. 

We get so easily distracted by maya, but if you will bless us with your mercy, we will definitely proceed 
further.

Your servant,
Meenakshi
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Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Having just celebrated Balarama Purnima, Janmastami, and Prabhupada’s Vyasa-puja, it feels like no 
coincidence that your Vyasa-puja follows shortly after. Recently while listening to a lecture, I heard how 
we are only at the mercy of Balarama, the original spiritual master, and furthermore our spiritual master, 
to make progress in this life. The example was given that even if someone is given a head start during a 
race against a professional athlete, they will still lose because the professional is at the advantage. So in 
the same way, it doesn’t matter our position in this world. We are completely dependent on the spiritual 
master, the spiritual professional, for our progress.

And with the progression of celebrations leading up to your Vyasa-puja shows perfectly what an incredible 
succession so many of us have the privilege to take shelter under. As well as how fortunate we all are to 
have been accepted, by your love. 

From firsthand experience and a witness to many others, you are a constant wave of encouragement and 
compassion for anyone who comes into your association. You truly love through Krishna consciousness 
and are a prime example of such. You inspire me in many ways through your behavior, especially through 
your attachment to the holy name.

When I see you chanting, it amazes me every time that someone has so much faith. It must be so to be 
able to continue for so many years, dedicated, uninterrupted, but also clearly relishing it. So much so, to 
share it with others lives daily.

As insignificant as it is to say, coming from me, “Thank you for your service, thank you for your example, 
and thank you for your kindness, in the truest sense.”

Your eternal servant,
Ananda Gopika dasi
Vrindavan

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept our humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet. May such dust eternally adorn 
our beings. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. And all glories to Srila Gurudeva!

A very happy Vyasa-puja, dear Guru Maharaja!

Thank you for being our eternal magician, our benefactor of mercy. You are always there for us whenever 
we need you, and you take away our problems simply by hearing them. We are so grateful that Krishna 
sent you in our lives, and that He brought us to your lotus feet. We pray that we can become your true, 
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loyal dogs at heart, following in the footsteps of your dear Radhe Radhe, and become qualified to serve 
you and receive your mercy in some way.

You are the true light of our lives, and save us from the dark inside us. We thank you for that.

Thank you again for being in our lives, and for being the sweetest spiritual master.

Your eternal servants and daughters,
Audarya Radhika dasi and Madana-mohana-mohini dasi
Pune

Respected Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

I have heard this word “magnanimous” multiple times but only recently actually started to understand its 
meaning.

You are magnanimity personified Maharaja. All of us come to you with so many of our problems and 
despite knowing that the problems are the result of our own misdeeds, you kindly spend so much time 
and effort hearing us out. And continue to encourage us to proceed on this wonderful path of Krishna 
consciousness despite everything. This is real selflessness Maharaja. Thank you for showing us this 
amazing quality in action.

I remember when Radhapadadhuli Prabhu and I visited Your Grace at Carpinteria in 2017 and as soon 
as we reached and  returned from your evening walk spent the next couple of hours just discussing and 
sorting out the topic that we had come to meet you for. Personally for me it was a crucial juncture in 
my life and I needed support. You heard me out and sorted all the so-called obstacles very simply. Your 
support was so strong and so evident. It was as if you knew completely what I was going through and dealt 
with it as if it was so important.

You make us all feel like that - that you are standing right by us taking us forward. Your support always 
remains in my heart. In a recent email exchange again you wrote, “I am always here to support and 
encourage you in your Krsna consciousness”. I felt your presence.

I wish and pray I were less conditioned so I could deeply perceive your well wishes, encouragement and 
instructions.

Grateful to have your divine and auspicious presence in my life. You sent Radhapadadhuli Prabhu to 
rescue me in 2003. I have so much to be grateful and thankful to her for. I have observed since I met her 
how actually she meditates so much on and it is this meditation of hers that attracted me so much to 
Krsna consciousness. She is an inspiration to so many and continues to find the lost souls and bring them 



128

to your lotus feet.

Wishing  a very happy Vyasa-puja.

Praying for your blessings to chant attentively, maintain friendly relationships with the Vaishnavas and 
always be engaged in loving devotional service.

Your indebted servant,
Balaji priya devi dasi
Vrindavan

Param Pujya dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All 
glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to your divine appearance day.

I feel fortunate to meditate and share my feelings by offering to Your Holiness some words of glorification 
on the most sublime occasion of your divine appearance day.

It is said if you want to see the reflection of the moon in water, the water needs to have three qualities:

•	 It has to be clean and pure;
•	 There has to be no amalgamation of any green algae on the surface;
•	 It needs to be stable, no stirring. 

Then only we can see the reflection of the moon in the clear water. Similarly, the scriptures say that we can 
see Krishna in the heart of a devotee clearly because the devotee is very pure, always in good association, 
and stable in Krishna consciousness. If we want to see Krishna, we can see in your heart, Guru Maharaja, 
you are carrying Krishna “tumaar hrdya sada govind vishram.” And if we want Krishna to see us, it’s a 
secret. There are innumerable devotees who are praying to get Krishna’s attention, but how do we get His 
attention on us? 

In a cricket match, when we go to the stadium to watch the match, the audience is cheering for the players 
by calling their names, and the players are so waxed up, they don’t want to pay attention. But if we call out 
the name of their wife or children, the player will stop and look, “Who is calling my wife’s or son’s name?” 

So, if we want to drive the attention of Krishna on us we just have to call out, “His Holiness Giriraj Swami 
Maharaja, Guru Maharaja ki jaya!!!” And then Krishna says, “Who is that calling My dear devotee’s name?” 
If we want to see Krishna, we can see in your heart, Guru Maharaja, and if we want Krishna to see us, we 
simply have to carry you, Guru Maharaja, in our heart—your instructions and your lotus feet in our heart.
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Goswami Tulasidas wrote in Ramayana a beautiful chaupaee (verse):

Sant hriday navaneet samaanaa, kahaa kabinh pari kahai n jaanaa
nij paritaap dravi navanitaa, par dukh dravahin sant supunitaa

Poets say that the heart of a devotee is like butter, but Goswami Tulasidas says the reality is that a devotee’s 
heart is not like butter. In the next line he gives the answer why. Because the butter gets melted on its own 
when it is heated, but a pure devotee’s heart is not affected or disturbed when he is put in trouble; rather his 
heart melts when he sees others suffering. This verse exemplifies you, Guru Maharaja, you are not affected 
or disturbed by your own sufferings; but your heart gets melted when you see people suffering, devoid 
of Krishna consciousness, and seeing us suffering due to not taking Krishna consciousness seriously. I 
remember a beautiful bhajan sung by Narsee Mehta:

Vaisnava jan to tene kahiye, je peer parayi jaane re
Par dukkhe upkaar kare toye, mann abhiman na aane re

It’s a beautiful bhajan that speaks about the life, ideals, and mentality of a Vaishnava jana (devotee of 
Lord).

Guru Maharaja, you are one who is keeping my Krishna consciousness alive. Yes, I am chanting and 
hearing and reading, but it’s all outside makeup. What is actually keeping me alive in my spiritual life is 
your constant and continuous prayers that you do for me to Sri Sri Gandharvika-Giridhari and Sri Sri 
Gaura-Nitai for my spiritual and overall well being. You are my unconditional ever well-wisher, protector 
of my spiritual life. 

I am a toddler in spiritual life. Just as a toddler needs constant attention and care of her mother to feel safe 
and grow well, I need your blessings and mercy.

I beg at your lotus feet to keep me in your prayers, your shelter, and care.

Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for allowing me to assist Radha Charan Prabhu in translating your book I’ll 
Build You a Temple to Hindi. You are an inborn Vaishnava. While translating we came to see your true 
Vaishnava qualities exhibited at different situations.

Becoming a beggar in Bombay: begging for rice, doing madhukari with a shoulder bag, knocking on 
doors and ringing bells at all houses and apartments in the Juhu area. Experiencing honor and dishonor, 
you remained equipoised. Not affected even if you were chased by their dogs and chaukidar. On top of 
that, not missing the opportunity to preach and invite them to the temple for kirtan and prasada and 
selling small books to the ones who honored and respected you (a sadhu).  How can someone be so 
humble? Son of an American multimillionaire begging for rice in the area of Juhu. Just for the pleasure of 
Srila Prabhupada. Your humility just brings tears and breaks my heart. 

“The greatness of a person is estimated by how one tolerates the provoking situation.” The episode where 
one devotee spat on you and you, without saying anything, wiped your face and started loudly chanting 
the holy name. I get goosebumps. How can someone be so tolerant?
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Living a simple and austere life in a chatai hut, lying on the floor, sometimes without electricity and water 
supply, mosquitoes biting and in very unhygienic conditions. Peacefully accepting the will of the Lord. 
Because of your simple nature, you were criticized, but you were calm and composed, trying to please 
Srila Prabhupada.

This is all your love for Srila Prabhupada. You love him more than yourself. You were ready to do something 
that would hurt you personally but were not prepared to do something that would hurt him.

This wonderful book is a great gift by you for all humanity and for us, to give us and to give the world an 
example of true love, dedication, and surrender to guru, tolerating happily without any grudges in your 
heart. Also, giving the world the magnificent temple of Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari, an emblem of your love 
to Srila Prabhupada.

Bombay is Giriraj, Giriraj is Bombay
Bombay is Kurukshetra, Giriraj is Arjuna
Victory is with the devotees of Krishna.
Guru Maharaja ki jaya!!!
Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!!!

I can understand that it is by your causeless mercy and compassion that you have accepted me and opened 
the most valuable treasure of the spiritual world, which I didn’t deserve.

On this auspicious occasion I beg at your lotus feet, that I can serve you the way you want and please you. 
Your pleasure becomes the goal of my life.

Your totally incapable servant,
Charan Renu dasi
Surat
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Bombay is Giriraj

Giriraj is Bombay
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Most respected Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Self.

Amidst the clouds of doubts that caused the haze, 
You appeared like a sun and sorted my life’s maze.

Will I ever get the guidance, so straight, so pure. 
There is no problem, you taught me, which Krishna consciousness can’t cure.

I was always anxious, perplexed, and rarely at ease, 
But my gigantic problems became minute; everytime I heard you chant in so much peace.

To such affluent and eminent parents you were born, 
But you acclaimed and stood on Prabhupada’s strength alone.

Frozen! When Prabhupada ordered you, the Bombay project to steer, 
But then the faith and empowerment in His instructions got you out of all the fear.

Bombay, Madras or Calcutta . . . Oh Prabhupada, what to choose, 
You wanted to do how he liked it because with his love you were so profused.

You sweated out, during the Juhu project, on your health it took a toll, 
But nothing stopped you because pleasing Prabhupada was your only goal.

Prabhupada wrote:

“This is a most abominable affair; neglecting the deities.” 
But you were neither baffled nor wasted time in guessing,  
Instead thought, O Prabhupada! Your chastisement is as good as your blessing.

You wanted to be like Satsvarupa Maharaja, sadhu who is simple, humble, soft, and docile, 
But quickly you realized that if the spiritual master is not served how he liked, then all your so-called 
humility is futile.

Most humbly,
Your aspiring disciple,
Cheena Khanna
Amritsar
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My dear Master, you are dear to everyone.

In your first meeting with Srila Prabhupada, he asked you, “Do you want to serve God or become God?” 
You said, “To serve God.” 
My dear Master, you are dear to everyone.

Srila Prabhupada saw your first article, “The Genuine Spiritual Master” and he said it was very nice. You 
should write. 
My dear Master, you are dear to everyone.

Srila Prabhupada called you to come to India and gave you to Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari.
My dear Master, you are dear to everyone.

Guru Maharaja, you establish and maintain Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari temple beautifully and lovingly.
My dear Master, you are dear to everyone.

Srila Prabhupada said, “Giriraj is Bombay and Bombay is Giriraj.”
My dear Master, you are dear to everyone.

By the mercy of Giriraji, you built a beautiful Bhaktivedanta Ashram in his lotus feet.
My dear Master, you are dear to everyone.

By Mother Arca Vigraha’s desire, you built a beautiful Bhaktivedanta Hospice for everyone.
My dear Master, you are dear to everyone.

My dear Master, you give beautiful books, Watering the seed, Many Moons, Life’s Final Exam, I”ll Build 
You a Temple - the Juhu Story.
You are dear to everyone, my dear Master.

You mercifully give your association through Giriraj Swami Japa Sanga to everyone every day.
You are dear to everyone, my dear Master.

You are loving, caring, and merciful to everyone.
You are dear to everyone.

Your servant of the servant,
Govardhan dasa
Pune
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My dearmost Spiritual Master,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai. All glories to Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari’ji.

To remember, glorify, worship, and serve such a pure devotee as you is the perfection of one’s life. Therefore, 
on this most auspicious day of your appearance, I fall in the dust of your lotus feet and pray.

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

Please kindly accept this insignificant offering for your wonderful Vyasa-puja celebration.

First guru then Krishna
“While teaching Rupa Gosvami, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu said, guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-
bija: one can achieve the seed of devotional service by the mercy of the guru, the spiritual master, and then 
by the mercy of Krishna. This is the secret of success. First one should try to please the spiritual master 
and then one should attempt to please the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” (SB 7.9.28 purport)

The secret of Srila Prabhupada’s success
“My Guru Maharaja gave me a hint that, ‘Book publication is more pleasing to me than matha-mandira.’ 
So I took it, and I began to publish books, and that has become successful. Karyam karma. I took it. ‘Oh, 
Guru Maharaja wants that books should be published. So let me concentrate on this instead of . . .’ By 
creating so many centers, big, big temples, that is not my primary duty. My primary duty is to write books. 
Therefore I am going on still. These are coming automatically. Maybe this is the secret of my success.” 
[Morning walk, Bombay, April 2, 1974]

In 1971, in Gorakhpur, India, Srila Prabhupada gave you a similar instruction, “This is your first business. 
Go on writing. We require many, many articles about Krishna consciousness. So you should devote yourself 
to writing”. But due to various services, you couldn’t take it up immediately. And you explained your 
situation to Srila Prabhupada, and he replied, “One may temporarily suspend the order of the spiritual 
master, but one should never neglect it.” Also, after the conveyance for the land was signed, Srila Prabhupada 
declared. “It was a good fight. Someone should write a book about it.” So keeping this instruction in 
your heart, when the right opportunity came, you presented for the whole devotee community—present 
and the future ones—the remarkable, inspirational events of unadulterated, unmotivated, unwavering 
devotional service.

In the preface to your book, I’ll Build You a Temple - The Juhu Story, you write. “It was our greatest good 
fortune to be able to associate with Srila Prabhupada, and through this book, I want to share with you that 
good fortune and give you his association.” 

As I am again reading through these pages of your book, I am wonderstruck by the level of dedication 
you showed in service to Srila Prabhupada. And even Srila Prabhupada appreciated your unwavering 



135

surrender in trying circumstances. Prabhupada said to Pancha Dravida Prabhu, “He has not trembled in 
any circumstances. That is his qualification.”

With my body, mind, and words I would like to surrender more to Your Divine Grace’s lotus feet with a 
desire that one day I can do something wonderful for your pleasure.

When will that day come when I can remember only you, your instructions, your divine characteristics. 
Since now my mind is always wavering, unable to concentrate always on you and your instructions. This 
is my misfortune. Understanding my fallen helpless condition, my heart is so dark and hard like a stone 
full of offenses and devoid of devotional feelings. Still, I have hope and a desire that only by your mercy 
can I one day be a significant instrument in your hands.

Beg to always be your insignificant servant,
Hemagiri dasa
Faridabad

Hare Krishna Gurudeva,

Please accept my most respectful obeisances unto your divine and transcendental lotus feet. All glories to 
Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Srila Gurudeva. All glories to your divine appearance day.

I heard your first ever lecture when the whole world was amid the Coronavirus and suffering. Krishna’s 
karuna hit me. I have heard that by the vani of the guru, we develop surrender and realization. I was so 
mesmerized by your lecture. Also, guru knows the heart, hence you answered all my questions that I had 
in mind. In just the first virtual association in that lecture, I saw that you are humility personified. You 
have immense love for Srila Prabhupada. I pray to develop the same for you.

I was not able to stop myself and contacted you with no expectation of reply. But not only did you just 
reply, but you showered your causeless mercy upon me. Since then this fallen soul is seeking your shelter 
and acceptance.

I remember how you always help me no matter what. You make all the effort for my happiness, health, 
and wellbeing. Your genuine care and love is the biggest blessing. Whatever I imagined Krishna to be like, 
I found in you.

I always feel anxious and indecisive due to my young age, yet just by remembering your face and smile, 
gives me peace. I love you beyond words could express. Please accept me as your spiritual daughter.

Your grateful and indebted servant,

Kajal Srivastava
Pune
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Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

Dandavat pranama. Please accept my most humble obeisances unto the dust of your divine lotus feet. All 
glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga. All glories to your divine self.

On May 5th, 2021 I lost my father due to the pandemic. I could not even take his last darshan. Felt 
heartbroken, totally shattered, and grief stricken. All of sudden I felt lonely and without shelter. Although 
I have been connected to ISKCON Pune since 2011, I did not have a proper understanding of what is 
“Krishna’s will and master plan” behind the passing away of my father.

I knew the philosophy but could not apply it. Somehow or other, desperate to come out of this unbearable 
loss, I understood that I can’t overcome this on my own, so I took shelter of reciting the Bhagavad-gita 
daily.

Some strength came along with some guidance. Then somehow, inspired by paramatma, I understood that 
I need someone heavy (guru means “heavy”) who is capable of lifting me up from my falling condition. 
In that desperation I prayed to my worshipable Lordships Sri Sri Radha-Govinda, to please give me some 
direction, some hint, some clue/ signal as to where my spiritual life is going. I prayed very desperately. It 
felt as if my small boat, without anchor and guide, was sailing on its own, in a vast ocean, being carried 
away here and there, every now and then. 

By this time I had understood that without guru my life (spiritual and material) is not going to sail smoothly 
or in a desirable direction, forget reaching the goal of human life. I decided to go ahead and search for a 
guru on Facebook and dropped a text to initiating gurus in ISKCON. It was my total foolishness that I 
went to search for a guru like this. But that is how I got connected to you. I couldn’t believe my eyes that 
you personally replied to my message on Facebook. It was totally unexpected. My Radha-Govindaji gave 
me the most precious blessing anyone can aspire for in the form of you, Guru Maharaja. 

From that day I never looked back in my devotional life. I felt that strong connection and shelter which 
I was looking and praying for, just like Dhruva Maharaja went to perform austerities to get a kingdom 
better than that of Lord Brahma and received the mercy of Narada Muni and was able to become such a 
great devotee. In the same way, confused and bewildered, I started my search, praying for some broken 
pieces of glass, and found a rare diamond, and landed upon the dust of your lotus feet. 

Now I have my boat sailing swiftly in the right direction under the expert guidance and mercy received 
from Your Divine Grace, Guru Maharaja.

Guru Maharaja, I especially admire the way you carry the mood and mission of Srila Prabhupada. I 
remember in a recent class you replied to one question saying, “I can speculate but I don’t want to.” And 
it touched me very much. You, dear Guru Maharaja, simply act as a transparent via medium between 
the devotee and Krishna just as it mentioned in various scriptures. Although you have all the realized 
knowledge, you don’t allow yourself to go out of the instructions received from Srila Prabhapada and 
the scriptures. That’s your greatness and loyalty towards Srila Prabhupada, following in his footsteps, 
perfectly representing the guru-sisya parampara, without any adulterations.

Your humble, sweet, and tolerant nature, heartwarming smile and your service mood is exemplary. I 
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literally derive instructions from your personal behavior and teachings. You, Guru Maharaja, are so 
glorious that my feeble humble attempt to pen it down is not possible, just like a torchlight cannot give 
light in front of the sun. My attempt is only to purify myself.

Guru Maharaja, Corona has given the biggest shock till now, but more than this shock is a blessing I 
received in the form of your divine shelter. Especially the Japa Sanga which I relish everyday and feel 
absolutely indebted to you for extending yourself every single day. My day starts with this Japa Sanga and 
ends with it — it is such a blessing. My heartfelt gratitude unto your lotus feet, Guru Maharaja.

Lastly, I would like to express my gratitude to you for explaining my fortunate disposition. You mentioned 
in recent lectures about spiritual pride. Standing last in the line to receive your mercy. So many masters 
(your senior disciples and everyone else in this spiritual family) to serve, so many to guide and give counsel, 
so many to give corrections whenever required, and so many to personally teach me your instructions. 
Feeling fortunate to stand last in the line, waiting patiently with all the enthusiasm in anticipation to 
receive your mercy and serve each and everyone in the line. Thank you for giving me the understanding 
of my most fortunate situation of gopi-bhartur pada-kamalayor dasa-dasanudasa.

Having thus found you and taken shelter of the dust of your lotus feet, even I myself am able to understand 
(to some extent) what is God’s plan. Having totally surrendered to His master plan, I beg you to please let 
me remain always at the spec of dust of your lotus feet, for you are magnanimous and glorious in each and 
every aspect, and I am the most fallen, undeserving, unqualified, conditioned soul.

My dear spiritual father, you are patita-pavana and I am the most patita.

Please justify your name by uplifting me from my fallen condition.

Please keep me sheltered eternally at the dust of your lotus feet for, except you, I have no other hope.

Your faithful servant,
Kartiki Turkar
Mumbai

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances unto the dust of your beautiful lotus feet. All glories to Srila 
Prabhupada!! All glories to Your Divine Grace!! 

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine
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I am so happy today as it’s a special day for me as Guru Maharaja had interaction with me a few months 
ago. So this is my first Vyasa-puja after those beautiful moments and Guru Maharaja has filled my spiritual 
life with full of happiness and my devotion is being watered by Guru Maharaja’s love and care.

Guru Maharaja,thank you so much for everything. I would highlight this quality of love among all the 
ocean of qualities Guru Maharaja has.

Guru Maharaja, whenever you have reciprocated in messages, those words are like nectar for me. I drink 
your messages. Your love oozes out through those sentences. I always have a feeling that if disciples are 
taken care of and loved by one’s beloved Guru Maharaja, one is loved by Srila Prabhupada, the whole 
parampara, Krishna and Srimati Radharani.

No special endeavour has to be done from my side; I just have to follow your instructions with all my 
heart and soul, that also by your mercy. Your mercy is what I require the most as I am not capable and able 
enough to serve and please anyone. 

As it is said in the Bhagavatam 5.12.12:

rahuganaitat tapasa na yati
na cejyaya nirvapanad grhad va

 na chhandasa naiva jalagni -suryair
vina mahat-pada-rajo-’bhisekham

“My dear King Rahugana, unless one has the opportunity to smear his entire body with the dust of the 
lotus feet of a pure devotees, one cannot realize the truth by observing celibacy or by following the rules 
and regulations of the householder life, leaving home as a vanaprastha, or undergoing penances in winter 
or summer or by fire and the scorching heat of the sun. Absolute truth is only revealed to one who has 
attained the mercy of a great devotee.”

So, Guru Maharaja, this translation befits you, and please let me smear the dust of your lotus feet on my 
entire body. Then only I can make my human life successful. There is no hope for me except your mercy, 
Guru Maharaja. My life and soul is your lotus feet.

Your mercy and my endeavor will get the best results of this very human birth, and to access that mercy, 
the strength also can be given by you, Gurudeva.

Guru Maharaja, thank you for all your smiles by which I felt the softness of your heart and love flowing 
from your heart to mine, and it’s so purifying and made my life so meaningful.

Thank you many millions and trillions of times as you are my only savior and Gurudeva. Please continue 
to shower your blessings on this silliest daughter of yours.

Your eternal daughter,
Malati dasi 
Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari Temple, Mumbai



139



140

Dear kindest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories 
to Sri Sri  Guru and Gauranga. 

I am grateful for this opportunity to cleanse my heart by writing an honest offering to you on your Vyasa-
puja. Please accept my heartfelt offering and know that I pray for nothing more than your love, mercy, and 
good health so you may continue to render service unto Srila Prabhupada and save the many hankering 
souls who need Krishna consciousness.

When the whole world is calling out to you and wants your presence to grace their hearts, you choose to 
bless my life with a smile too. 

When the whole world is waiting for your words and directions, you choose to worry about me and find 
the time to ask after my well-being. 

When the whole word is seeking your service, you’ve engaged me even from miles away. 

When the whole world wants your shelter, you’ve accepted me as a daughter. 

There is no love in my life greater than your love.

You’ve given me the truth and intensity in love that I was seeking and by doing so taken away all my grief.

I pray to be of service to you in my small ways and hope that my prayers grant me the privilege to see Your 
Divine Grace.

Your love for Srila Prabhupada is my inspiration for the love I want to invite in my heart for you and 
Krishna. 

Sri Guru Caranam. Sri Hari Saranam.

Thank you for being my guiding light. My life is your mercy.

Hare Krishna!

Your aspiring servant and daughter,
Bhaktin Mira
Mumbai
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My dearmost Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble and respectful obeisances at your divine and glorious lotus feet on your most 
auspicious appearance day in this material world, in order to save suffering, conditioned souls like myself. 
I am eternally indebted to you, dear Guru Maharaja, for giving me shelter at your lotus feet.

Thank you for giving us all your books, but especially for I’ll Build You a Temple - The Juhu Story.

From the very beginning Srila Prabhupada had to overcome insurmountable obstacles on many fronts. 
But he promised Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari to please stay there and he would build Them a beautiful 
temple. When he chose you to head the project, he knew success was certain. He observed your selfless 
service and surrender to his every instruction and your deep desire to fulfil all of his wishes.

Our Gaudiya history has many, many examples of a disciple’s selfless service to equally selfless gurus.

A guru is pleased when a disciple successfully follows an instruction and thus he progressively entrusts 
more and more service to such a surrendered disciple. The disciple in turn makes tangible advancement 
by such selfless service.

In their humility, both Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura and Srila Prabhupada said that if they 
make one pure devotee, they will consider their mission successful. And our dear Srila Prabhupada was 
successful in making so many moons.

He said that you are a diamond and you will shine one day. We see how you are the shining moon in Srila 
Prabhupada’s galaxy of disciples. You are also very expert in lovingly training devotees, and over the years 
you also have made many moons.

I would like to trace a brief history of one of your moons, Her Grace Kuntidevi, a selfless, surrendered 
servant. In the late eighties when Guru Maharaja fell very, very ill, Mother Arca Vigraha and Kuntidevi 
rushed Guru Maharaja in an ambulance. The doctor said that the devotees had brought Guru Maharaja 
just in time.

Mother Arca Vigraha and Kuntidevi, with a few other devotees, served and brought Guru Maharaja 
back to good health. Then, Guru Maharaja, recognising Kuntidevi as a very loving, responsible caregiver, 
entrusted her to serve Mother Arca Vigraha when she had cancer.

In Many Moons, Kuntidevi writes about her service. A more detailed account of her services will be 
revealed in the upcoming book on Mother Arca Vigraha (The information for the book was collated by 
Her Grace Varsabhanavi, another moon).

Kuntidevi hardly slept and hardly ate. She practically was at Mother Arca Vigraha’s side all day and she 
made her bed on the floor next to Mother Arca Vigraha at night.

Then, after Mother Vigraha left this material world, Kuntidevi became Guru Maharaja’s personal secretary.  
She overcame all the obstacles and faced the challenges in her service, thus pleasing Guru Maharaja and 
Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari to such an extent, she got an opportunity to serve Guru Maharaja at a very 
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critical period, in December 1999, when he had heart surgery.

One can imagine the anxiety, pain, and anguish involved in such a service.

Once, when passing the hospital where Guru Maharaja had his surgery, Kuntidevi pointed to a tree, and 
with great feeling, told me that she had spent hours and hours underneath that tree.

I personally feel greatly indebted to Kuntidevi for so selflessly, efficiently, and lovingly serving Guru 
Maharaja so that today we are able to get his association and service.

Also, during the lockdown, she served with a skeletal staff and passed the test. And she was able to increase 
Guru Maharaja’s pleasure by arranging for his disciples, godbrothers and godsisters, friends and well 
wishers, to glorify him during the Vyasa-puja last year.

I feel so very purified glorifying Guru Maharaja, Srila Prabhupada, and all the devotees.

Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for all the gifts.

Your ever grateful servant and daughter,
Nama Cintamani dasi
Vrindavan

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your beautiful divine lotus feet. All glories unto you on this 
auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja. All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada.

On this special day, please allow me to reveal my heart to you. I would like to thank you so much, Guru 
Maharaja, for always being approachable and giving such loving attention and guidance to me, helping 
me so much with my journey.

I would like to thank you for giving us the opportunity to chant the holy names with you, and everytime 
I chant and see you smile, Guru Maharaja, it is so beautiful. It always reminds me how beautiful Krishna’s 
mercy is. I am always grateful to you for showering mercy on me.

I am also reading your book Watering the Seed. I’m really enjoying reading so many intimate moments 
with Srila Prabhupada and this has really helped me build my relationship with Srila Prabhupada and has 
made me become closer to Him. I am extremely thankful to you for sharing this beautiful gem with us.

I am such a fallen and conditioned soul that I do not qualify to sing your glories but I absolutely thank 
Lord Chaitanya and Lord Nityananda for delivering me unto your lotus feet. If only I can become even 
one small drop of all the things that you are and represent, I might be saved.
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I thank you for all the mercy that you have showered upon me and all of us. I pray for your good health 
and that I always remain attached to the shelter of your lotus feet. Please forgive me for any offense I might 
have committed in my attempt to glorify your divine personality.

Your humble servant,
Neha Verma
New Delhi

Hare Krishna Dearmost Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances.  All glories to your Vyasa-puja.  All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
Srila Prabhupada mentioned in Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.1.15, purport, “To take shelter of the lotus feet of 
the Lord means to take shelter of the pure devotees. The pure devotees whose only business is serving are 
honored by the names Prabhupada and Visnupada, which indicate such devotees to be representatives of 
the lotus feet of the Lord.

Therefore, anyone who takes shelter of the lotus feet of a pure devotee by accepting the pure devotee as 
his spiritual master can be at once purified. Such devotees of the Lord are honored equally with the Lord 
because they are engaged in the most confidential service of the Lord, for they deliver out of the material 
world the fallen souls whom the Lord wants to return home, back to Godhead”.
 
By studying his own written words above, we understand Srila Prabhupada is a most confidential 
representative of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, directed by Him to deliver conditioned souls, trapped in 
their material ways of living.  
 
Srila Prabhupada entered America at the time of the Vietnam War–when the entire world was succumbing 
to complexities of inter-related cultural and political trends around the globe during that era.  Srila 
Prabhupada dodged the heat of the situation and fulfilled the prophecies of previous acharya’s. This was 
possible due to his surrender unto his spiritual master.
 
Srila Gurudeva, you also rose above the dark confusions of the 1960’s by taking shelter of the lotus feet of a 
pure devotee, Srila Prabhupada. Your entire life is exemplified as prabhupadanuga. In the uncertain times 
of COVID-19 and much other misfortune, you stand by the same principles and continue engaging your 
spiritual family across the globe, favorably.
 
From senior devotees like Mahaprabhu Prabhu and Mother Rasa Sundari, who have served and observed 
you intimately at Juhu ISKCON, I heard of your glorious pastimes full of sacrifices and tolerance. You 
gave up even bare minimum amenities to pay full attention to your services. You are a spiritual warrior, 
fighting all challenges both internal and external, You have succeeded in glorifying Srila Prabhupada’s 
instructions, by sincerely living them and showing us the way.
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In Kali yuga, as per Rsi Saunaka people in general are short lived, quarrelsome, lazy, unfortunate, misguided 
and are always disturbed. Endowed with low class qualities, we are actually ineligible to aspire for spiritual 
guidance. Nonetheless, a representative of Lord Krishna has intervened to save us. Today because of your 
surrender unto Srila Prabhupada, we exist. Therefore from this may we infer dear spiritual father that 
your presence shines as brilliantly as the sun! We are unimaginably fortunate to be in your association.
 
On the most auspicious occasion of Sri Krishna Janmashtami, my humble prayer unto Srila Prabhupada, 
Guru parampara and Sri Sri Radha Rasabihari is to always keep you protected and shower Their choicest 
of mercies.  May They fulfill every single of your desires.
 
I beg for your forgiveness if any mistake has been committed in my effort to glorify Srila Prabhupada 
and you.  I pray to receive your blessings to keep steady in my nominal attempts to please you, Srila 
Prabhupada and beloved acharya’s. 
 
Deepest gratitude at your lotus feet.
 
Your loving spiritual daughter,
Nitya Kishori dasi
Juhu

My dear Srila Gurudeva,

I present my most humble obeisances a thousand times at the dust of your divine lotus feet on this most 
auspicious occasion of Vyasa-puja.

Please accept my exclusive gratitude and reverence. You have given me so much spiritual inspiration and I 
am highly grateful to you. With your ardent, unflagging determination to serve Lord Chaitanya’s mission, 
you ever remind us of and inspire us to perform our real duty in life. Your ardent support and countless 
blessings drives us to contribute more towards the path of devotional service.

You have taught me much by your divine association and eternal benediction how to write an article/ 
manuscript conveying the message of our founder-acharya. You’re an inspiration. 

May Sri Sri Gaura-Nityananda protect you always and keep you healthy, happy, and holy. 

Kindly empower me more than ever to do constant service to fulfill Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission. 
 
Karachi is calling you!!!
 
Your unworthy servant,
Nitya Lila devi dasi  
ISKCON Pakistan
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My dear Guru Maharaja, 

Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Hare Krishna, Guru Maharaja. Today is the most auspicious day for me as Your Divine Grace very 
mercifully descended in this material world to reclaim a wretched soul like me. Srila Prabhupada is said 
to be the personification of Lord Nityananda’s mercy and you too, being his dear disciple, personify this 
mercy. 

Once I was attending your Sunday feast class at Radha-Gopinath temple. After the class you and 
Radhanatha Maharaja started dancing in the kirtan. Seeing you both dancing together, one of the Matajis 
sitting next to me commented, “Seeing the two of them dancing together reminds me of Lord Chaitanya 
and Lord Nityananda dancing.” She continued, “For us, Giriraja Swami is like Lord Nityananda for he has 
always been very loving and merciful to us. We feel very close to him.”

Guru Maharaja, your loving and personal dealings with people make a strong impact on them, they just 
cannot stop talking about you. When I was working in Bhaktivedanta hospital, Shyam Kishore Prabhuji 
from Radha-Gopinath temple who works in spiritual care department (he is an old devotee but he is never 
in forefront, not very prominent figure in temple but always serving in background) always used to fondly 
tell me whenever we met about one exchange he had with you. Once after giving the class at the Radha-
Gopinath temple, as usual devotees crowded around you to have a personal exchange. This Prabhuji also 
wanted to meet you but somehow he opted to stand behind. When you got up to leave, you went up to 
him and said, “I know you, I always see you in the temple.” He was very touched by this incident. He keeps 
telling me that I am fortunate to have you as my spiritual master who is so loving and personal. 

Guru Maharaja, my mom, after meeting you, could not stop talking about you. Actually she had come to 
check who is the one from whom I am aspiring to take initiation. I was a bit nervous when she said she 
wants to meet you, but your loving, caring, and respectful behavior towards her gave her the faith that I 
am in safe hands. By your prayers and mercy, Krishna gave her association of devotees at the end of her 
life.  She was in Bhaktivedanta hospital for almost three to four months. There devotees from the spiritual 
care department would come to chant and read from Srila Prabhupada’s books. 

Prananath Prabhu arranged His Holiness Sacinandana Swami to visit her in the ICU. Maharaja chanted, 
sang Nrsimha arati and prayed for her. After she left her body, when Prananath Prabhu wrote to inform 
you, you wrote back that in her next birth she would be serving Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari. That’s the 
potency of your association—lava-matra sadhu-sanga sarva-siddhi haya. 

Guru Maharaja, I want to thank you from my heart for this and I pray at your lotus feet that my other 
family members accept Krishna consciousness and take shelter of Srila Prabhupada.

Guru Maharaja, I pray at your lotus feet that I can follow your instructions and please devotees. 

Your insignificant servant, 
Prana Priya dasi
Mumbai
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My dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most respectful and sincere obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to you 
and all glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Guru Maharaja, I would like to glorify your mood in relationship with your godbrother His Holiness 
Tamal Krishna Maharaja.

You mentioned in your Juhu Story book, the pastime in which His Holiness Tamal Krishna Maharaja had 
asked you to make some deposits in a bank, and you initially hesitated because you thought you had many 
more important services to do as a temple president. Also you have expressed your deeper thoughts, that 
it could have been your defective mentality due to ego or pride that, “Who is he to tell me to go to the 
bank?”

Later when Srila Prabhupada was questioning you about your preaching service, and you said it was going 
well, Srila Prabhupada commented that if you do not present Bhagavad-gita properly, as it is, there would 
be no authority to it. To illustrate that further he gave an example that, “If I ask you to go to a bank but 
you do not go—saying that you are too busy—then where is my authority?”

Immediately you understood your lesson that Srila Prabhupada was trying to teach you something which 
you have very kindly shared with us and given us the same values that you learnt. You have taught us that 
our mood of service towards our Godfamily should not be based on false ego or pride, that who is he or 
she to tell us to do things or correct us.

Rather we must respect them as representative of our spiritual master and serve them just as we would 
want to serve you. We should not feel that serving devotees is a burden.

In another instance about His Holiness Tamal Krishna Maharaja, you had mentioned how when you 
visited the place where the car accident took place near Mayapur, and you were looking at that spot where 
there was a tree where the car actually banged, and you were thinking of when you could also join your 
friend in spiritual world, and just then you had some deep realizations from your heart, what His Holiness 
Tamal Krishna Maharaja was saying to you. He said that you were not prepared to go back to the spiritual 
world now as you have some more work to be done. One was to complete the Juhu story book, second was 
to be more deeply absorbed in chanting, and third was to give more compassion to fallen souls.

You have taken all the instructions of your Godbrother to heart, Guru Maharaja, and this time you 
haven’t wasted a single moment from not following his instructions, knowing that it’s coming from Srila 
Prabhupada through him, even though it was in separation and not in person.

You are such a deep person, Guru Maharaja. When can we learn these wonderful qualities of yours and 
try to follow them?

You did all that was asked of you; you gave your full energy in completing the Juhu Story book, you have 
been deeply absorbed in chanting day and night and for the benefit of all of us. You started your Japa 
Sanga, and in this way you have attracted many more fallen souls to take shelter of the holy name, and 
also through your virtual association and Zoom classes, you are giving and giving nectar to all fallen 
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conditional souls, and so many are taking your shelter and you are accepting them so easily just like Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Lord Nityananda’s mercy is flowing in every city and country.

Thank you for keeping me also in your shelter and allowing me also to give others all what I have received 
from you.

Guru Maharaja ki jaya!
Prema-manjari dasi
Mumbai

Most revered Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to your divine self. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

On this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja this year, my meditation has been the word “confidence.”

Since the first day you showered your merciful glance, life started to change for me.

From a meek and fearful person, today I am a confident person and less fearful. You initiated me on the 
appearance day of Lord Nrsimhadeva—where fear is fearful to tread.

Over the years I have gone through situations which were beyond me. How you held my hand is very 
mystical for me. How you guided me out of those situations—from fear to confidence—I am forever 
indebted to you.

The way I got engaged in services in Vrindavan is again very mystical. It’s been almost  ten months since 
I have been in the dhama, it’s beyond me. How? Why? I have no answers. All I know is that being in the 
dhama has given me a different perspective to my own personality. Slowly but surely I am getting more 
absorbed in various Krishna conscious activities like going for Vrindavan parikrama every Ekadasi to 
the Yamuna River for morning japa, trying to be regular for mangala-arati—so many different aspects of 
spiritual life that had taken a back seat. My desire to lead kirtan is also getting fulfilled. Learning to play 
mrdanga. This path from fear to confidence could be possible only by your mercy.

I wish to distribute your books to the best of my capacity in every temple in Northern India and then 
move to other centers of India.

Please always keep me in your shelter.

I remain your eternal humble servant,
Radhapadadhuli dasi
Vrindavan
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Our most beloved Gurudeva,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your divine transcendental lotus feet.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Loving Grace.

Guru Maharaja, we are very happy to write this divine glorification of Your Divine Grace.

Guru Maharaja, we are very grateful to Your Divine Grace for initiating many members of our family in 
spite of our many disqualifications.

Guru Maharaja, Your Divine Grace is a pure devotee of Srila Prabhupada and Lord Sri Krishna. You 
carry Vrindavan in your heart and meditate on Vrindavan all the time. That is why Your Divine Grace 
compared our village to Mayapur, and airport surroundings to Govardhana Hill.

Guru Maharaja, your dedication, loyalty, and love to Srila Prabhupada is exhibited in your whole life. I’ll 
Build You a Temple: The Juhu Story is the emblem of it.

Guru Maharaja, your love and care for your disciples and other devotees are praiseworthy. You started 
the mitra system, thereby helping the disciples to come together and associate, get guidance, and thus 
advance in their Krishna consciousness.

Through Japa Sanga you enable us to improve our chanting which is the key to success in Krishna 
consciousness.

Your Divine Grace gives your divine association through Zoom classes, thereby enthusing us in our 
Krishna conscious activities.

Your Divine Grace very promptly answers our letters, thus guiding and encouraging us in our spiritual 
life.

Your Divine Grace is the real “Hanuman” of Srila Prabhupada.
Your Divine Grace is the beloved godbrother of Srila Prabhupada’s disciples.
Your Divine Grace is the perfect “spiritual guide” for all devotees.
Your Divine Grace is the bona fide “spiritual master” of all your disciples.
Your Divine Grace is the eternal loving “spiritual father” of our family.

Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for your love, care, and guidance at all times. Depending on it eternally.

Your loving spiritual sons and daughters,

Radhesh dasa, Jayashri devi dasi, Gaurangi devi dasi, Vrajasundari devi dasi and family.
Mumbai

Pure devotee of Srila Prabhupada, His Holiness Giriraja Swami Maharaja ki jaya.
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My dearmost beloved Guru Maharaja,

Happy Vyasa-puja, my most beloved Guru Maharaja.

Please accept my most humble obeisances unto your all merciful divine lotus feet. All glories to Your 
Divine Loving Grace. All glories to you, Guru Maharaja. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Sri 
Sri Gaura-Nitai. All glories to Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihariji.

Dearmost beloved Guru Maharaja, holding your divine lotus feet to my heart, with a straw between my 
teeth, I pray at your divine lotus feet that by your causeless divine mercy that I may always be humbly 
engaged in your loving devotional service and please you always through becoming your humble 
instrument in preaching the glories of the holy names.

Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare

mahaprabhoh kirtana-nrtya-gita-
vaditra-madyan-manaso rasena 

romanca-kampasru-taranga-bhajo
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

“Chanting the holy name, dancing in ecstasy, singing, and playing musical instruments, the spiritual 
master is always gladdened by the sankirtana movement of Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Because he 
is relishing the mellows of pure devotion within his mind, sometimes his hair stands on end, he feels 
quivering in his body, and tears flow from his eyes like waves. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the 
lotus feet of such a spiritual master.” 

Wishing you a very, very, very happy appearance day, dearmost Guru Maharaja.

Love you and miss you, my most beloved Guru Maharaja.

Your servant’s servant’s servant,
Raghunatha dasa
Mumbai, Maharashtra



151



152

My Dearmost Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances, my head fallen down at the dust of the shelter of your lotus 
feet. All glories to you ever-flowing mercy. All glories to Srila Prabhupada, our eternal saviour.

Gurudeva, on the occasion of your Vyasa-puja this year, I fondly remember an incident from approximately 
twenty years back, when I was probably 5 or 6 years old. We (my family) used to stay in Worli, Mumbai 
at that time and we had the good fortune to host Your Holiness a few times there for house programs. 
During one such event, we were prepping up the house for your arrival. I was enthusiastic to participate 
in the preparations and was allowed to mop one very small area in the main hall, where the program 
was supposed to be held. I remember, I mopped it with all my heart and it took me a while (from the 
perspective of a child).

After your Holiness arrived and were seated, you started enquiring about various details like the prasadam 
menu, who all are invited, etc. I was right there too. Then, you glanced at me and I probably caught your 
attention. You immediately smiled and asked the elders “The floor looks so clean, who cleaned the floors?” 
(I’m paraphrasing- but it was something to this effect). In answer to that question, my name was included. 
You immediately looked at me and with your grand, wide smile, acknowledged, “No wonder it’s so clean!”. 
I remember how this comment had filled my little heart with so much joy and content.

Guru Maharaja, since then I must’ve known that you know the devotee’s heart. That you can fulfil all 
spiritual desires and that encouraging every single soul in Krishna consciousness has always been your 
life’s prominent mission.

Today, that little girl, trapped in the body of an ever-growing adult, is again trying her best—this time to 
mop-off the dirt within and wipe her heart clean. Once again, she is looking up to you, oh ever-loving 
eternal father, for that reassuring glance, as that is her only hope to keep going. As you are her only 
guiding star.

Thank you for your love dear Guru Maharaja.

Missing you.

Your fallen soul,
Radhika Jajodia
Mumbai
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Dearest Guru Maharaja,

On the most auspicious occasion of your divine Vyasa-puja, kindly accept my most heartfelt obeisances at 
the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Guru Maharaja. All glories 
to Your Divine Grace.

Guru Maharaja, on this most auspicious day, our heartfelt thanks and external debt of gratitude for 
accepting us and giving us shelter at your divine lotus feet.

Because of my lack of gratitude I will never be able to fully understand and appreciate your greatness.

Guru Maharaja, although you are an ocean of qualities, the one that I would like to mention is the unlimited 
compassion and mercy that you shower on everyone. It reflects in your each and every action.

I remember a verse by Maharaja Nimi for the Nava Yogendras, SB 11.2.29:

durlabho manuso deho
dehinam ksana-bhangurah
tatrapi durlabham manye

vaikuntha-priya-darsanam

“For the conditioned souls, the human body is most difficult to achieve, and it can be lost at any moment. 
But I think that even those who have achieved human life rarely gain the association of pure devotees, 
who are dear to the Lord of Vaikuntha.”

In the purport Srila Prabhupada mentions and I quote, “According to Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, the 
eternal servants of the Supreme Lord, being controlled by powerful feelings of mercy, descend into the 
material world as Vaisnavas to deliver the conditioned souls who are bound by the results of their own 
mundane work. Such Vaisnavas also distribute their mercy to those who are laboriously searching after 
the impersonal Absolute.”

Guru Maharaja, we are witnessing the distribution of this divine mercy through your divine darshan and 
online lectures.

Also, Guru Maharaja, one more verse which I want to quote is from SB 4.22.47:

yair idrsi bhagavato gatir atma-vada
ekantato nigamibhih pratipadita nah

tusyantv adabhra-karunah sva-krtena nityam
ko nama tat pratikaroti vinoda-patram

“Prthu Maharaja continued: How can such persons, who have rendered unlimited service by explaining 
the path of self-realization in relation to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and whose explanations 
are given for our enlightenment with complete conviction and Vedic evidence, be repaid except by folded 
palms containing water for their satisfaction? Such great personalities can be satisfied only by their own 
activities, which are distributed amongst human society out of their unlimited mercy.”
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In a similar way, as expressed by Prthu Maharaja to the four Kumaras, Guru Maharaja, you have been 
rendering the greatest service to all living beings in an unlimited way by explaining to them the path 
of Krishna consciousness. Your service is actually not limited by the external factor of time, place, and 
circumstances, and we see this practically in your daily activities, as you deliver lectures across the globe, 
personally guiding an unlimited number of devotees, and many more.

The result of all this is an unlimited number of devotees joining the movement which is so pleasing to 
Srila Prabhupada. This is clear evidence of unlimited love in your heart for Krishna and Srila Prabhupada 
and unlimited compassion and mercy for the suffering humanity.

In the time of the Covid crisis, Your Divine Grace’s lectures have given us immense inspiration to 
enthusiastically practice bhakti and make us fearless.

For all this kindness and mercy, Guru Maharaja, I can only beg with folded hands and pray at your divine 
lotus feet so that I can also faithfully carry out my services in the same way which I am unable due to my 
anarthas.

Guru Maharaja, kindly keep us in your prayers and bless us, as although we are physically staying in Sri 
Vrindavana dhama, we may also with our hearts and consciousness be in Vrindavan.

Aspiring to be the servant of your servant,
Ramaipandit dasa
Vrindavan

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Hare Krishna!

Please accept my most humble obeisances to your divine lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All 
glories to you! 

On your most auspicious and wonderful Vyasa-puja day, I wish you a very, very, very happy Krishna 
conscious appearance day, and I request you to accept my best wishes on your super special day!

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Today is your appearance day which I’m sure is very special for you, but it’s even more special for us, your 
disciples, because you appeared on this day to save us from the torments of material existence. You came 
especially to save us and to take us back home, back to Godhead!

It’s such a special day for us because after an eternity of being in the material world, our savior has come! 
He has appeared especially to rescue us from this never-ending trap of material existence. We have been 
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so pained by the repeated cycle of birth and death which is like a loop that apparently has no way out. But 
you, O my dear Guru Maharaja, have been so merciful upon us that you have come down to us to save us, 
to light up our worlds, and clear out the darkness we have been living in since so many millions of births.

You are our true friend, O my dear Guru Maharaja, you are our anchor, and you are our boat to take us 
back home—to save us from this stormy ocean of material existence that only tries to engulf us in its 
deadly waves and drown us in its miseries.

I don’t know how to express how special you are to me, O Guru Maharaja, and just how thankful I am to 
have you as my spiritual master. Also, I don’t think there are enough words to thank you even if I learn all 
the languages in the world, and try to write an offering to you. But because your very merciful disciples 
who embody the same qualities as you, have given me this golden opportunity to write to you that I don’t 
even deserve, I will attempt to write a gratitude letter to you with my limited knowledge and capacity.

Dear Guru Maharaja,

You are the light of my life, my savior, my guardian angel, my best friend, my most supportive parent, my 
most loving brother; you are everything to me Guru Maharaja. You are my North Star, my compass, my 
torch, and my map. I’m in a dark ocean, full of the deadliest kinds of sharks and whales, and you’re my 
only companion in my shaky boat.

The one who holds my hand, the one who suffices for everything, the one who tells me not to fear and 
just chant, the one who keeps me going with the reassurance that we will make it to the other end, that 
you will take me with you wherever you go. Your smile overwhelms me with a feeling of deep gratitude 
that I’m one of those few lucky people who get to see you smile, who get to attend your lectures, who get 
to associate with you.

But despite all that, Guru Maharaja, I struggle to churn out some love for you because my heart is so full 
of poison—of coal—like gooey dirt accumulated from many, many, many births, dirt that doesn’t go no 
matter what I do, but dirt that I trust will be removed by the association of a pure devotee like you. Guru 
Maharaja, you have purified my tainted soul and made me a better person.

I was a child shrieking from within, looking for peace, looking for a way out, looking for Home, but 
could never find it. I was in the darkest modes of ignorance and you came just like the brightest sun and 
illuminated my whole life. My whole existence that was seemingly meaningless before finding you, found 
a purpose—to follow your instructions, to love you, to love Krishna.

The first time I heard your japa, I had first asked you where I could find it, and you had personally guided 
me to find it on Facebook. The first time I attended your lecture, even though I didn’t know who you were, 
you captured my heart. And then with your answer to my question, you healed me, you cured me with 
your gentleness. You mercifully gave me your association on Zoom a while later and although at that time 
I didn’t know the deeper meaning of it, I was on the top of the world. On our call you were so nice to me, 
you spoke to me with such tenderness and so much love—it never felt like I hadn’t known you before this. 
I was hesitant but you kept me going on this path. Guru Maharaja, I didn’t find you; you found me. I was 
so misled, frustrated, and pained; you found me and catered to my wounds, and gently helped me up, you 
healed me.
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I remember when I had not finished my rounds one day and at one a.m. or so in the morning, I was 
chanting and I let out a sincere prayer. I think I had prayed to Srila Prabhupada or maybe it was Krishna—
my faulty memory doesn’t allow me to remember—but I had prayed sincerely that I desperately needed 
someone to help me, to guide me, to take care of me, to be my guru. Within a very short span—maybe 
less than a week—you revealed yourself to me. I didn’t even imagine myself as a devotee before I met you, 
but you told me I had a bright future in Krishna consciousness, and I could believe it. There is definitely 
magic in your words and your mercy. From then on, I could see myself being a devotee and I am where I 
am today because of your words, “You have a bright future in Krishna consciousness,” and mercy.

I remember reading that the words of a pure devotee are never ever wrong. Krishna is bound to fulfill any 
promise His devotee makes, and I think I wouldn’t have been a devotee, I wouldn’t even have been here, if 
not for you. Or if I did manage to be alive, I would have been an atheist because I was so frustrated with 
the material world, I didn’t want to believe there was God, and if there was, I couldn’t believe it’s Krishna. 
But you worked your magic on me and transformed me.

The last two stanzas from one of our glorious Vaishnava songs, Gurudeva! Krpa-bindu diya, holds especially 
true to me, although the whole song is what I feel for you. It says: “O Lord and Master! When will such 
mercy fall to this one who is weak and devoid of intelligence? Allow me to be with you.

“If you examine me, you will find no qualities. Your mercy is all that I am made of. If you are not merciful 
unto me, I can only weep, and I will not be able to maintain my life.”

Dear Guru Maharaja, I feel a lot of gratitude to you, but I know it isn’t enough when I think of all that 
you have really done for me. You have not just made me a better person in this life and given me an 
opportunity to serve you and the Lord, but you have eternally blessed me so that I can carry out this 
service here—and in the spiritual world—just by being with me.

So, thank you so, so much, dear Guru Maharaja. I have heard from my seniors that the relationship of a 
guru with a disciple is so strong that when words don’t suffice, a guru can read the mind of his devotee 
and disciple and understand him or her. I pray to you that you please accept my love and gratitude for 
you, and kindly ignore my faults and flaws and my conditioned nature, and please bless me that I may be 
able to develop more and more love, gratitude, and surrender towards you, the parampara, and Krishna. 
Due to my awkward position in the material world, lifetime after lifetime, I have been so conditioned that 
I am not able to surrender to Krishna despite knowing His superior position over everything—both in 
the material and spiritual world. But I am so ignorant and so dumb that I cannot surrender to Krishna.

But you, O my dear Guru Maharaja, are a representative of the Lord Himself, you are the representative 
of Lord Balarama, and I pray to you that you help me to surrender to you and to Krishna, and please bless 
me with the benediction of the same love, surrender, and mood of service that you had and have towards 
your guru, Srila Prabhupada.

I’m immensely grateful to you for these wonderful opportunities that you have given us to associate with 
you in your classes on Zoom and chant with you on Facebook. And again I fall short on words to describe 
your merciful nature because of my minute vocabulary, but I request you to please accept my deepest 
gratitude and reverence for you, dear Guru Maharaja!
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Dear Gurudeva, this offering is just a very feeble and humble attempt to express my deep feelings of 
gratitude to you and glorify you. But the truth is that this offering doesn’t even equal a fragment of your 
widespread glories and valor. You have not just fought your war against maya but you are my commander-
in-chief in my war against her. How can I ever thank you enough, O my dearest Guru Maharaja?

I love you so much, O dear Guru Maharaja. I just want to serve you with all I have. But I have no strength 
to do that. Hence I beg your powerful blessings and mercy to be successful in my endeavor to serve you 
and love you seamlessly.

Dear Gurudeva, I sincerely beg your forgiveness if out of my ignorance, I have said or written anything 
offensive, and I most humbly pay my respectful obeisances to your divine lotus feet and ask for the dust 
of your glorious feet.

Your most insignificant aspiring servant,
Sakshi Lakhiani
Indore

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my dandavat pranam at your feet. All glories to Sila Prabhupada.

My dear Maharaja, I pray to lord Krishna to bless you in your Krishna conscious activities and bestow his 
mercy upon you to remain in good spirit.

Life is a great struggle for those who are weak in sadhana and understanding of Krishna consciousness 
therefore please bestow your blessings on your disciples to make them understand Krishna conscious 
philosophy easily.

Thank you Guru Maharaja for giving me shelter at your feet.

Hare krishna.

Your servant,
Sanat kumar dasa
Mangalore
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Hare Krishna! Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada. 

I pray that Your Grace is in the very best of health.

samsara-davanala-lidha-loka
tranaya karunya-ghanaghanatvam
praptasya kalyana-gunarnavasya
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

“The spiritual master is receiving benediction from the ocean of mercy. Just as a cloud pours water on a 
forest fire to extinguish it, so the spiritual master delivers the materially afflicted world by extinguishing 
the blazing fire of material existence. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual 
master, who is an ocean of auspicious qualities.” (Sri Gurv-astaka 1)

Surrender like the gopis - surrender means no duplicitousness, no agenda/ gain for one’s self . . .
No desire for self-adoration, fame, false prestige . . .Surrender - oneself (desires); 
Surrender the mercy (by sharing); Giving one’s self (surrendering one’s time to help others). 
Surrender doubt/ pondering – Surrender laziness, surrender the mind, surrender desires of the tongue . . 
. engaging the mind, body, and senses like Ambarisa Maharaja. 
Surrender thinking . . . pondering/ speculations. 
Surrender judgment, doubts, comparisons. 
Surrender truth.

Guru Maharaja, Your Grace is a perfect example of surrender and selflessness... emanating love and 
compassion for all the fallen conditioned souls. I am deeply grateful for your shelter, kindness, love, and 
faith. 

Seeing how Your Grace extends your time, energy... yourself to be so accessible for all of us. Your full 
surrender to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada. An embodiment of the parampara... connected... and 
extending that mercy, that accessibility for us too, to become connected to the line of disciplic succession. 
A link in the chain.

With your smile that melts our hearts... a moment’s association is all it takes... and I treasure those moments. 

Thank you for taking my hand and leading me, helping me in developing the courage to step upon that 
tightrope of surrender...

yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado
yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto ‘pi

dhyayan stuvams tasya yashas tri-sandhyam
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

“By the mercy of the spiritual master one receives the benediction of Krishna. Without the grace of the 
spiritual master, one cannot make any advancement. Therefore, I should always remember and praise the 
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spiritual master. At least three times a day I should offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of 
my spiritual master.” (Sri Gurv-astaka 8)

Please let me know if I can serve in any way.

Your servant,
Saranagati dasi
Mayapur

Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for initiating me this year and accepting me as your disciple. I feel your 
protection and blessings, always. It is only by your mercy and blessings that my life has any meaning now. 
I am eternally indebted to you and forever grateful.

It is said that only by the mercy of exalted Vaishnavas one is able to find a spiritual master and be able 
to serve him. I got that mercy from Jayashree Mataji, Vrajasundari Mataji, Visakha Priya Mataji, and 
Satyabama Mataji. I felt that I was not eligible for initiation but you are so merciful that you still gave me 
initiation. 

Reading your book, I’ll Build You a Temple - The Juhu Story, made me realize how much you have sacrificed 
to serve Srila Prabhupada. I am so grateful to know such an exalted and pure devotee like you. It also made 
me realize not to take things for granted and how valuable it is to have a temple where we can associate 
with devotees and get darshan of beautiful Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari. I thank you for the book. It is an 
amazing book worth reading again and again.

Your Japa Sanga on Facebook is very encouraging and inspiring. Hearing and chanting with you everyday 
has improved my chanting. It feels so peaceful and blissful to hear you chant. Thank you for that.

With the lockdown we are all so blessed to get your association and listen to your classes. I feel so at peace 
and purified. Whenever I am in doubt or have a question, by your mercy my question gets answered 
through your class or through Srila Prabhupada’s books. I am so thankful for that.

Being in this material world with constant attack of Maya every step of the way, there are times when my 
faith and resolve waivers, but when I pray to you and listen to your class and see how much you have gone 
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through, then my determination to remain Krishna conscious becomes stronger. It is only because of your 
mercy and blessing.

I thank you, Guru Maharaja, and pray that by your mercy I am able to serve you and surrender to you 
eternally.

I am sorry if I have said anything wrong. Please forgive me.

Hare Krishna. Love you, Guru Maharaja.

Your humble servant,
Shobha Radha dasi
Mumbai

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-guruve namah

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
All glories to Your Divine Grace.

I recently completed a course on the “Twenty-six Qualities of a Devotee” by His Holiness Satsvarupa Dasa 
Goswami Maharaja. I always marvel at how the disciples of Srila Prabhupada who knew him at such a 
young age and had only a few years of association with him, could imbibe such depth of the understanding 
of the philosophy and essence of Krishna consciousness.

It was quite discomforting to read those twenty-six qualities and analyze them one by one. My discomfort 
is that I don’t have them. And then, I heard Srila Prabhupada speak about those twenty-six qualities—he 
said they are already in us; they only need to be uncovered. It was such a relief. 

At the end of the list of qualities of a Vaishnava, came a quality “karuna” and Maharaja said there are four 
qualities that are very similar and are related: krpalu—mercy, vadanya—magnanimous, sarvopakaraka—
welfare worker and karuna—compassionate. He said these qualities are repeated because this is the essence 
of the Krishna consciousness movement—preach and preach and preach.

Self-realization is described in Bhagavad-gita, 4.35. When the soul comes to the platform of knowledge, 
he never again falls into illusion and he sees all living beings as parts and parcels of Krishna. And therefore 
the devotee is naturally a preacher.

There is a lot of pain involved in preaching—whether we are an advanced preacher like Jesus Christ or a 
simple unknown preacher. 
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Guru Maharaja, I pray at the dust of your lotus feet never to forget your three instructions to me: preach, 
teach, and publish.

Your fallen servant,
Siddhi-lalasa dasi
Mumbai

My Dearest Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to the dust of your divine lotus feet. 
All glories to beloved Srila Prabhupada. All glories, all glories to your divine appearance day. All glories 
to your Vyasa-puja.

We love you very much, dearest Gurudeva!

With a heart full of gratitude and ecstasy, Milan and Akanksha join me to wish our param pujyaniye, 
Gurudeva, a very blessed birthday and a blissful Vyasa-puja.

May Sri Krishna and the Queen of Vrindavan, Srimati Radharani continue to pour Their unlimited 
blessings, love, and protection upon you.

There are infinite reasons to thank you and always be grateful to you, dearest Gurudeva. I count myself as 
the most ignorant and fallen who is completely incapable of expressing and singing your transcendental 
glories. I always fail to express myself, my devotion and faith in your divine self. 

Thank you very much, Gurudeva, for being my spiritual father, guru, my beacon of light, guiding and 
bestowing your mercies upon me. 

Reflecting back to the year 2000, it was Watering the Seed, Chapter: “Time for Krsna” which transformed 
my life. I was most fortunate because the instructions brought me to your lotus feet. How do I thank you, 
Gurudeva, for helping me to chant and serve Sri Sri Radha and Krishna and Their loving devotees? I am 
eternally grateful and indebted to your causeless mercies.

Being born in this material world and receiving your mercies has been the biggest boon in my life. I 
sincerely beg and pray for your mercies to guide me to cross this bhavasagar while chanting the holy name.

Thank you very much. All glories to Sri Guru and Gauranga.

Hare Krishna!
With deep regards,
Your servant,
Sriji dasi
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namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhutale 
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

 
namas te sarasvate-deve gaura-vani-pracarine

nirvesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
 
I wish you a happy Vyasa-puja, my dearest Guru Maharaja. 
 
On this auspicious day, I pray and beg at your divine lotus feet to be able to follow all the instructions that 
you have given to me. I remember the first instruction you gave me: “According to Vedic tradition, women 
should have a part in their hair—why don’t you?” Since then, I have been keeping a part in my hair all the 
time, thinking of the first instruction you gave me.
 
In another  incident, I went to visit my ailing mother in 2005. When it was time to leave Mauritius, I heard 
from an astrologer that she might leave soon, and I was very disturbed. I didn’t know what to do. Then 
I emailed you about my situation, and you asked me a few questions. When I told you I was planning to 
stay longer, you spoke to His Grace Rabindranath Prabhu about my plan. Then when I asked for your 
advice, you said to come back to my pujari service. After hearing from you, all my doubts disappeared. 
But it wasn’t easy for me. Certainly, you saved me from the trap of maya which was trying to pull me back. 
I don’t know where I would be today had I not followed your instructions. 
 
Guru Maharaja, I pray every day for an opportunity to render a little service at your ashram again. I miss 
it very much, especially the times when I assisted Her Grace Varsabhanavi dasi in cooking for you.
 
Please forgive all the offenses I’ve knowingly or unknowingly committed to Your Divine Grace.
 
Praying to remain as some speck of dust at your lotus feet, I remain your indebted servant and daughter, 
Sri Murti dasi
Vrindavan

Respected Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to Your Holiness. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Sri Sri Radha-Krishna.

Maharaja, you are the epitome of love, care, compassion, and devotion. Your whole persona is emitting 
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love and divinity. In fact wretched souls like me don’t deserve pure souls like Your Holiness. But due to 
the causeless mercy of the Lord, you have come into my life.

Thank you for always being there for my children, Gurudeva. I feel so relieved that Your Holiness is there 
to hold them in any situations of life.

The same is for me, Guru Maharaja. I cannot forget that about twenty-four years back, when my father 
was going to leave his body in a few days, that time around I had gotten an opportunity to chant with 
you my eight rounds of maha-mantra in your Juhu office along with other devotees. During that time, 
Your Holiness had also visited our residence at Worli. When you were about to leave, Guru Maharaja, 
actually you were talking to my father-in-law, but, at the same time, you gave such merciful glances to me 
repeatedly as I was standing right behind and you also looked very concerned about me. At that time I 
didn’t understand this happening, but a few days later, when my father passed away suddenly, at that time 
I could face the situation with immense strength, and then I realized that it was possible only because of 
the mercy you gave me while chanting and when you visited our home. I am very sure, Guru Maharaja, 
that you knew what blow was coming my way, and you prepared me for that. I am eternally indebted and 
grateful to Your Holiness for this and much more.

You have been and are my perfect master, but I am and will ever be your unworthy servant.

Your most fallen servant,
Sunita Jajodia
Mumbai

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept our humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari.

Krishna consciousness is so simple that one may miss it. The more complicated we are, the more difficult 
Krishna consciousness becomes for us. Take for example the brahma-vimohana-lila, where Lord Brahma 
tried to test Lord Krishna. He just couldn’t ascertain that this is the Supreme Personality of Godhead who 
is playing as a cowherd boy with yogurt and fruit in His left hand.

Same is the case with chanting; it is so simple what we have to do, just to chant and hear, but our complex 
brains need some tough activity, hence we are unable to attentively hear the holy names. It is said that 
Maya attacks that which would help us the most. Chanting can help us the most, hence Maya attacks our 
chanting.

With our complicated brains, it becomes more difficult to comprehend how simple things such as hearing 
and chanting can lead us to the highest goal. Hence hearing becomes so difficult. We have become so 
complicated in our lifestyle that someone doing multi-tasking is praised. We apply the same thing in our 
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devotional life: we chant while driving, while hearing Srimad-Bhagavatam, while walking. Even while 
honouring prasada, we don’t concentrate on honoring the prasada; we just hurry up on finishing it or do 
something else while eating. So we have to be simple, try to do to the best of our ability as ordered by you. 
Just like the Kurma Brahmana, he got a simple instruction of reading the Bhagavad-gita and he followed 
it and that was his success. He didn’t say, “What is this? Doesn’t my Guru Maharaja understand me? I 
am illiterate. How am I going to read the Bhagavad-gita?” No questions asked, just simply followed the 
order. Suddhasuddha gita padi. He was ridiculed by the scholars, yet that didn’t deter him from following 
the instructions of his guru. As a result, he was able to attract the attention of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. Although there were so many scholars around, Lord Chaitanya was attracted to this Kurma 
Brahmana and not to any of the scholars.

Hence, when a few years back I had an opportunity to serve you, Guru Maharaja, you saw that complexity 
in me, and tried to point out the fault and correct me. At that time, in your house in Vrindavan, which is 
on the first floor as you go up the stairs, first there is an open terrace and then an enclosed room, more or 
less like a veranda, and then you go ahead and you have your room. As soon as you enter the room, bang, 
opposite your bed was placed.

Guru Maharaja, you came to Vrindavan almost after three years, and Aghabhid Prabhu was given the 
service to serve you, and since he was from Kolkata and not many of Mumbai devotees knew him at that 
time, you said someone from Mumbai should also be along with Aghabhid Prabhu, just to assist him. So 
I was chosen.

You came after three years and reached Vrindavan late at around 7:30pm, and when we unpacked 
everything, it got even more late. Aghabhid Prabhu volunteered to sleep in that enclosed veranda, just in 
case you needed anything in the night, and you agreed, and I was sleeping downstairs in Arca Vigraha 
Mataji’s room.

In the night you used to use a breathing device while sleeping. Just beside the bed there was a plug 
point and somehow in the night while you were sleeping the plug point stopped working. So you woke 
up Aghabhid Prabhu and then you saw that there is another plug point as soon as you enter the room. 
So, with the help of an extension you started the device by connecting to this new plug point. So, in the 
morning Aghabhid Prabhu informed me about all this and I informed this to the caretaker and he told 
me he has made some changes and the plug point should work. So, after some time you rang your bell and 
I came in and you instructed me to charge your phone using the extension. I told you that we need not 
use the extension as the plug point issue was resolved. So you said okay and when I tried the plug point it 
was still not working. I then told you it was not working and could I call the caretaker to repair it. You got 
upset and told me, “Why are you so complicated? What instruction did I give you when you entered?” I 
repeated what you said and you said, “Yes, please do it.”

I had once heard that there is a curtain between you and the Lord, and the spiritual master, although on 
this side of the curtain, is on stairs and is able to see the other side. We have to just follow his instructions 
and we will be successful, because although we can’t see the Lord on the other side, He can see us and 
accordingly He gives instructions for our benefit, although we may not understand how it is beneficial.

On this auspicious day, we pray that you always find and point out our weaknesses and help us advance in 
Krishna consciousness, and this way we may be able to please Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga.
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Hare Krishna.

Your insignificant servants,
Taruni dasi and Navadvipa-Candra dasa
Mumbai

My dear Guru Maharaja, 

On this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I offer my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your 
Divine Grace! All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

Guru Maharaja, you are an ocean of compassion, mercy, humility, kindness,  determination, and strength. 
You are the embodiment of all spiritual qualities which are very rare to find in this material world. 

The scriptures describe that the true glories of the spiritual master are unlimited and beyond description. It 
is the spiritual master who ignites the lamp of knowledge in the heart of the disciple by imparting knowledge 
and thus enables the disciple to understand the very purpose of the human form of life.

As explained by Caitanya Mahaprabhu:

bramhanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasada paya bhakti-lata-bija

“Among the living entities wandering throughout the universe, one who is most fortunate to come in contact 
with a representative of the Supreme Personality of Godhead  and thus gets the opportunity to execute 
devotional service.” 

Guru Maharaja, your nectarean instructions are so powerful that if one follows sincerely, then one will get rid 
of all the anarthas and become situated on the platform of suddha-nama, and attain the final goal of pure love 
of Krishna. Humility and tolerance are the weapons which pave the way for self-realization by which one can 
capture Krishna. 

In Srimad-Bhagavatam 9.4.63 Krishna states:

aham bhakta–paradhino, hy asvantantra iva dvija 
sadhubhir grasta–hrdayo, bhaktair bhakta-jana priyah

Krishna says that He has no independence as He is under the control of His pure devotees. He is in the heart 
of devotees and devotees are in His heart. 

In Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.14.15-16, Krishna further states as follows:
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na tatha me priyatama
atma-yonir na sankarah
na ca sankarsano na srir

naivatma ca yatha bhavan

nirapeksam munim santam
nirvairam sama–darsanam
anuvrajamy aham nityam
puyeyety anghri–renubhih

“My dear Uddhava, neither Lord Brahma, Lord Siva, Lord Sankarsana, the goddess of fortune nor indeed My 
own self are as dear to Me as you are.

“With the dust of My devotees’ lotus feet I desire to purify the material worlds, which are situated within Me. 
Thus, I always follow the footsteps of My pure devotees, who are free from all personal desire, rapt in thought 
of My pastimes, peaceful, without any feelings of enmity, and of equal disposition everywhere.”

The above verses indicate how much importance Krishna gives to His devotees. It is further stated that without 
the dust of the lotus feet of devotees, it is not possible to engage in pure devotional service without which one 
can’t directly experience transcendental bliss.

Guru Maharaja, you preach by example and are always absorbed in the thought of Krishna, rendering 
unalloyed pure devotional service unto the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada and Krishna.

Firm faith in the spiritual master and acceptance of his instructions are the tools which make the mind steady, 
fixed, peaceful, and free of anxiety, and make one able to achieve the goal of life with self confidence. The 
more one remains connected in devotional service to Krishna, the more the illusory energy of the Lord—
maya—remains away from them.

As Lord Krishna says in Bhagavad-gita 7.14. 

daivi hy esa guna-mayi
mama maya duratyaya

mam eva ye prapadyante
mayam etam taranti te

“This divine energy of Mine, consisting of the three modes of material nature, is difficult to overcome. But 
those who have surrendered unto Me can easily cross beyond it.”
 
The living entities are under the control of maya and maya is under the control of Krishna. Therefore, to 
surrender and take shelter of the lotus feet of a sincere guru is the key to success in life in real terms, and all 
other material success in life is insignificant in the face of spiritual advancement and strength.
 
You have taught us that all our actions should be for the pleasure and satisfaction of Krishna and should be 
performed as enunciated by Caitanya Mahaprabhu in His Siksastaka:
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trnad api sunicena
taror api sahisnuna
amanina manadena
kirtaniya sada harih

“One should chant the holy name of the Lord in a humble state of mind, thinking oneself lower than the straw 
in the street; one should be more tolerant than a tree, devoid of all sense of false prestige and should be ready 
to offer all respect to others. In such a state of mind one can chant the holy name of the Lord constantly.”

Attentive chanting of the holy name of the Lord is the essence of Srimad-Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-gita, and all 
Vedic literatures, because chanting of the name of Sri Hari purifies the heart and helps develop pure bhakti, 
which is the essence and very purpose of the human form of life. The animals, and other lower species of 
living beings cannot chant the name of the Lord as this facility is not available to them.
 
Guru Maharaja, you have taught us that giving spiritual knowledge (to preach Krishna consciousness) is the 
topmost mercy and charity one can give to the society. 

The most valuable asset which one can possess in life is the holy name of the Lord which is eternal, inexhaustible, 
indestructible, and cannot be stolen by time.

Devotion to the spiritual master who is the representative of Sri Hari is the topmost bhakti. 

It is by unalloyed devotional service the living entity can achieve the real goal/purpose of life which is pure 
love of God, prema-bhakti.

Pure bhakti uproots one’s material desires and dissolves the subtle body which throws the living entity into 
the perpetual cycle of birth and death.

The holy name of the Lord is the only permanent thing; everything else in life is temporary, incomplete, and 
imperfect.

It is my wish and prayer that Krishna keeps you in wonderful health, full of vitality, so that more and more 
people will be touched by the mercy that you carry.

Your insignificant servant,
Vaidhi Bhakti devi dasi
Kodaikanal
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I pray that I will dedicate this 
life and everything I have—
everything God has given 
me—Fully in God’s service, 

following His pure devotees.

Giriraj Swami - Gratitude for God’s Gifts
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Hare Krishna dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances unto your lotus feet.

Your mercy is causeless and I beg at your lotus feet to always keep me engaged in serving you, Guru 
Maharaja. I pray to Their Lordships Sri Jagannatha, Baladeva, and Subhadra Mayi, Sri Sri Radha-Madhava, 
Sri Panca-Tattva, and Sri Nrsimhadeva to keep you in good health, and help me to obtain your causeless 
mercy. On this auspicious occasion, I pray at your lotus feet to bless me so that I can assist you in your 
service to Srila Prabhupada.

Guru Maharaja, you are the sun of my life, just like when the sun rises all the darkness disappears. When I 
came in contact with you, the darkness of my life due to the anarthas and the propensities to sin is getting 
removed bit by bit. I feel so good that I can’t express it in words. 

You are so merciful, dear Guru Maharaja, I can relate to it at every step of my life, and I am so grateful 
to you, dear Maharaja, for your guidance, support, and your darshan with the sweetest smile that has 
changed my way of living. I feel so ecstatic, like I’ve never felt in all my life.

Your kindness and humble nature taught me how to speak, how to be humble, polite, and respectful. 
The way I’ve changed surprises me. How did this happen? This attitude is helping me to maintain good 
relationships with my family members with whom I was very upset.

Dear Guru Maharaja, this proves that when the guru enters our life, it starts changing. You are so merciful 
that you gave me shelter at your lotus feet even though I have so many anarthas and have committed 
multiple sins in this life and my past lives. Even though I am not qualified, due to your causeless mercy, 
you accepted me.

Guru Maharaja, my sincere prayers to you on this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja. Please forgive 
me for my sinful activities in this birth and my past births.

I beg to remain in your shelter at your lotus feet. I feel connected to Krishna as you smile, as you speak. It 
feels like Krishna is speaking to me as you speak to me. I feel a deep connection with you as my spiritual 
father. Please bless me, dear Guru Maharaja, that I always be humble, kind, and a happy devotee of Lord 
Krishna.

Dear Guru Maharaja, please engage me in your service.

Dear Guru Maharaja, please bless me that I remember Krishna and you, and never forget Krishna and you 
at the last moment of my life. I wish to meditate on you and Krishna and attain krsna-prema.

I am very fortunate to have you as my spiritual master, whose mercy is infinite.

O master! Please never let me go astray from the path of pure devotional service to Sri Sri Radha-Madhava 
and Sri Panca-Tattva. For a long time I have neglected this but I don’t want to repeat it anymore, therefore 
I am crying at your lotus feet. Please accept me.
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Guru Maharaja, I am willing to be initiated. Please accept me as your disciple so that I can go deeper in 
devotion.

I love you from the core of my heart, dear Gurudeva! Thank you very much, Gurudeva!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you!

Your spiritual daughter,
Vidhya Lakhyani
Indore

Hare Krishna Gurudeva,

Please accept my dandavat pranama. All glories to Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga!

Gurudeva, kindly allow me to offer a small prayer.

GURU GUNA STHAVANA

samsare akshaya sagare prakrthito agahade sada dustare,
sarva vidhya jala grahairanupame kamadi bhanga kule,

nana vibhrama drubhrame amita bhayasthomadhi phenotkate,
dukhotkrushte vishaye samudara guro maam magna roopam sada

My dear Gurudeva, kindly uplift me from this naturally deep, always impassable, inexhaustible ocean of 
misery called samsara, with sakala-doshas manifesting as vichitra-jala-charas agitated by waves like kama, 
krodha, etc. With whirlpools of ajnana and vipareet-jnana, wine, women, children, etc., trying to drown 
me.

Intense misery is itself the water in this ocean. Kamini, para-dhana, para-stree . . . are like the mud here 
from which intense fear is manifesting as foam.

Please protect me from this dire situation.

Kindly accept my best wishes of Krishna Janmastami and your birthday, Gurudeva!

His Holiness Giriraj Swami Maharaja ki jaya! Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!

Your lowly servant,
Duracari Vinod Bihari
Mumbai
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“It was like a dream come true. Thousands lined the street for many blocks, while 
the devotees, playing karatalas and mrdangas and chanting Hare  Krishna, 

made their way along. Spectators stood on rooftops or clustered at windows and 
doorways, while others joined the procession. The police had stopped traffic 
at the intersections, allowing only the kirtana procession to pass. The earthen 
road, freshly swept and sprinkled with water, had been decorated with rice flour 
designs of auspicious Vedic symbols. Green, freshly cut banana trees adorned 
either side of the way. Overhead, women’s saris strung like bunting across the 
narrow roadway formed a brightly colored canopy over the kirtana party.

Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta, Volume One, Surat, December 17, 1970
By His Holiness Satsvarupa Dasa Goswami Maharaja

SURAT
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my prostrated obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories 
to you, his faithful representative. 

Forty-three years ago I came to ISKCON with the idea of having a religious experience. I estimated it 
would take me six months to get to the bottom of it before moving on to other experiences. 

So, I scrupulously followed all the rules and regulations, attended mangala-arati, chanted sixteen rounds 
a day, heard classes and, for lack of proof to the contrary, accepted what I was being taught. After two or 
three months I was told that if I really wanted to understand what life is about, I needed to take initiation 
from the spiritual master. So I took initiation from the ISKCON guru in charge of South Africa. Three 
years later, he left ISKCON and everyone was shocked. Many devotees left. Fortunately, by the grace of 
my temple president, I understood that Srila Prabhupada’s books were the basis of Krishna consciousness 
and that since the books were still there, along with Srila Prabhupada’s lectures and letters, there was no 
need to leave ISKCON. 

Another ISKCON guru flew in and took charge, and those of us who had not left were pressurized into 
taking “re-initiation.” But then, four years later, history repeated itself and I swore to myself that this was 
it: no more re-initiations.

Dear Guru Maharaja, as I wrote to you last month on the occasion of my thirty-second true spiritual 
birthday, it took me another four years of struggle before I decided to surrender unto your lotus feet. And 
when I did, all I knew was that you were more spiritually advanced than I was and that I trusted you to 
guide me on the right path, and that as I was making spiritual advancement under your guidance, you 
were also making spiritual advancement under Srila Prabhupada’s guidance, and that in this way you 
would always be ahead of me.

Today, as your self-realized position is becoming more and more obvious to more and more devotees all 
over the world, I feel so grateful for the unwavering and compassionate shelter you have given me from 
the time you took charge of us in South Africa. And I realize that although your transcendental position 
then wasn’t as obvious as it is today, you were always in a transcendental position. As I was writing this last 
sentence, an example of your transcendental position from your early days in Krishna consciousness came 
to my mind. It was in Juhu, and Mr. Nair was trying to destroy your credibility by arranging to squeeze in 
a prostitute between himself and you in the back of his car on the way to the lawyer. And even though you 
were only twenty-four years old and the prostitute left no doubt about her intentions, you just thought of 
Srila Prabhupada, and your love for him protected you. Another time, in the nineteen eighties in South 
Africa, you heard some noise during the night, so you got up and went to see what was happening. A 
robber, armed with a gun, appeared in front of you and pointed the gun at you. You looked at him and 
said, “Put this gun down.” The robber did, and went away without a word. Such is your spiritual potency.

Even though I am physically far away from Your Divine Grace, I can see, on Zoom, how effulgent and 
happy and compassionate you are, how absorbed you are in chanting the holy names, and my heart fills 
with joy whenever I see you on the screen and hear you speak and see how detached—transcendental—
you are while dutifully attending to your bodily needs.
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Dear beloved Guru Maharaja, please keep me as an atom of dust at your divine lotus feet and never let me 
go. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.

Your eternal servant, 
Visakha Priya dasi
Vrindavan

Dearmost Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

nama om visnu-padaya krsna presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa- tarine

Guru Maharaja, this is my first Vyasa-puja offering to you since my initiation earlier this year. I’m so 
glad and indebted to you that you gave me entry into Srila Prabhupada’s loving family. I have no good 
qualifications but by your immense mercy you initiated this fallen soul in the sri gaudiya vaisnava 
sampradaya. The relationship between guru and disciple once established stays forever as we sing daily in 
guru-puja prayers:

cakhu-dan dilo yei, janme janme prabhu sei: “He is my Lord birth after birth.”

Guru Maharaja, always keep me by your side birth after birth so that I can always remember Krishna and 
never forget Krishna.

Your servant,
Vishwambhar Charan dasa
Surat
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Dearest Guru Maharaja,

On the most auspicious occasion of your divine Vyasa-puja, kindly accept my most humble obeisances at 
the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Guru Maharaja. All glories 
to Your Divine Grace.

Guru Maharaja, as Ananta Sesa with His many mouths couldn’t describe the transcendental qualities 
of Krishna, similarly, with a million mouths, your transcendental qualities and achievements cannot be 
described. But one quality that touches my heart is your unconditional love for Srila Prabhupada. Guru 
Maharaja, your pure love for Srila Prabhupada is the prime quality from which all your other divine 
qualities arise. This can be seen in all your beautiful books and wonderful lectures which are full of love 
for Srila Prabhupada.

The struggle for the Juhu land and the innumerous difficulties like rodent infested land, not getting proper 
food and drinking water, climatic challenges, construction responsibility and many more that you went 
through is a shining example of the extent that Your Divine Grace was ready to go—all to please your 
spiritual master and the love that you have for Srila Prabhupada.

Your divine book, Many Moons, is another shining example of your unlimited love for Srila Prabhupada 
where your love for your godbrothers is clearly evident as you describe their wonderful and exalted 
qualities. In doing so Your Divine Grace glorifies Srila Prabhupada who is the source of all these divine 
qualities and these exalted Vaishnavas are “Srila Prabhupada’s Moons.”

Guru Maharaja, I am also blind like Dhrtarastra as I have not seen Srila Prabhupada and these exalted 
Vaishnavas, but your divine, merciful books have given me the vision by which I could see and know Srila 
Prabhupada and these wonderful moonlike Vaishnavas. It is as if the events from your divine books are 
happening right in front of me. I will be eternally grateful till the end of my life.

Guru Maharaja, please give me the strength to remember your transcendental qualities everyday and at 
every moment. This will be the perfection of my life.

Aspiring to be the servant of your servant,
Yamuna Viharini dasi
Vrindavan

Dearmost Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories to Srila Proabhupada!! All glories 
to guru parampara!! All glories to Your Divine Grace!!

On the most auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, Maharaja, I would like to say a heartfelt thank you 
for writing The Juhu Story. I am still reading it and it’s one of your finest books, my favorite. You have made 
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that era alive to me in that book. Your dedication and devotion to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada is 
fully manifested in that book. I am not intelligent enough to even understand the level.

So far I see Prabhupada as Founder-acharya, perfect guru, and true friend of fallen condition souls. But, 
with this book, I see Prabhupada as an exceptional leader, a very loving and caring father, a fearless fighter, 
a protector . . . and so many more realizations that my words are short to glorify his magnanimous stature. 
My love and dedication for him multiplied with each page of this book.

I wanted to share some of my realizations from this book. I felt I was present there while reading the book. 
So many emotions were coming with each page:

•	 Feeling pain when Prabhupada was struggling and getting cheated by demon Nair.
•	 Got angry when devotees fought with municipal goons.
•	 Felt tense and excited when devotees needed to build a temple structure in one night.
•	 Mesmerised seeing the dealing of Prabhupada with his disciples.
•	 Jubilant on Nair’s death.
•	 Happy and relaxed when the temple land deal was complete.
•	 Inspired by seeing the unconditional devotion of all the devotees in building the temple.
•	 Stressed while reading the temple development hardship.

I am still not complete with reading this book and I know there will be many more realizations once I 
complete this book. I realized my good fortune while reading: I have enjoyed the best days of my life 
in Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari Temple—eating delicious prasada, dancing in kirtan, spending hours in 
Prabhupada’s quarters reading and chanting, attending lectures, making garlands. It’s like my second 
home. Now I know what we enjoy now is built by hard work and dedication of so many devotees. This 
temple is a manifestation of Prabhupada’s love for Krishna. Everything about this temple is perfect.
 
I have so many more things to say but wanted to share the last realization with you, Maharaja, which 
I never experienced in your previous books. Usually when I read any Prabhupada book, I realize the 
presence of Krishna, and Prabhupada also said that it’s like Krishna is helping him to write books. When 
I was reading this book it felt as if Prabhupada was telling this story to me, as if he had only written this 
book.
 
Guru Maharaja, this book is your masterpiece and it should be a must read for all the devotees in ISKCON 
so that they know what our gurus and seniors have done for all of us. All of you have struggled so that we 
can get a spiritual environment to progress in Krishna consciousness.
 
My commitment to serve Your Divine Grace, Prabhupada, and our ISKCON members has grown more 
firm and determined. I seek your blessing that I become a humble servant of all devotees and encourage 
more and more people to be part of this spiritual family.
 
Eternally looking for shelter under your lotus feet,
Yasomati dasi
Mumbai
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THE DUTY OF THE

Disciple
As the Supreme 

Personality of 
Godhead comes 
down upon this earth 
to reestablish the 
principles of religion, 
so His representative, 
the spiritual master, 
also comes to 
reestablish religious 
principles. It is the 
duty of the disciples 
to take charge of 
the mission of the 
spiritual master and 
execute it properly.

From I’ll Build You a Temple - The Juhu 
Story.
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Mauritius



180

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale 
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to this very auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.

I’m so happy and indebted to you for giving me shelter at your lotus feet and connecting me to the guru-
parampara. The 3rd January 2021 was a very special day in my life. I always remember that caring look 
of yours as well as your sweet smile while initiating me. I realized that the mercy of the spiritual master is 
unlimited. No words can describe the mercy of the spiritual master. No matter how fallen I am, still, being 
very compassionate, you showered your causeless mercy by initiating me and putting me back on track. 
Quoting from Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.11.17 (purport):

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija

When one receives the seed of devotional service by the mercy of the guru and Krishna, the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, one’s real life begins. If one abides by the orders of the spiritual master, by the 
grace of Krishna he is freed from service to the mind.

Now that my real life has begun, my duty is to remain on track and humbly serve you in your mission and 
service to Srila Prabhupada.

I feel extremely fortunate to be under your shelter. I love you, Guru Maharaja.

I pray at our lotus feet to remain your humble servant.

Your humble servant,
Acharya Nishta dasa
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namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta svamin iti namine

namaste saraswati deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dearmost Guru Maharaja,

Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 
All glories to Your Divine Grace! All glories to your Vyasa-puja!

Guru Maharaja, we are blessed by your divine presence in this world. Many disciples, devotees, and well-
wishers are meditating on how to serve you better and satisfy you.

This is very appropriate all because of your glories.

You are always showering so much mercy to everyone. Everyone is benefited by your association, be it 
personal association or association through your words. So what is the importance of our lives without 
your mercy?

We were born in this material world and we are full of false ego and pride. In all this turmoil, our  real 
solace is that we have come in contact with you, who is so merciful. By your mercy, we have been blessed 
to have some service connection with Srila Prabhupada, Sri Panca-tattva and Their Lordships Sri Sri 
Jagannatha, Baladeva, and Subhadra.

This is only your mercy that you opened our eyes with the torchlight of knowledge.

We are truly not able to take shelter of your lotus feet. We are unable to glorify you with appropriate words 
and prayers celebrating love, affection, and mercy. We are unable to truly serve you.

On this divine appearance day of yours, we pray that all this and much more may be possible.

All glories to your mercy! All glories to Your Divine Grace! All glories to your Vyasa-puja celebration!

Your insignificant servants,

Advaita Candra dasa, Madhuri Madhavi dasi and Ananta Giriraj with mother Lalita Sakhi dasi
Goodlands
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namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhutale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale 
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine 

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All 
glories to you on the auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.

Being so lowly and unqualified, my words would not be enough to glorify such an exalted soul, though I 
beg at your lotus feet to be able to say a few words.

Today I am very happy and eternally indebted to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada for giving me his 
son, Giriraj Maharaja, as the most precious gift for my spiritual upliftment.

Different realizations we get by reading each book written by you.

One of them is Life’s Final Exam where we can learn how to leave the body and help others to leave their 
body while being in ISKCON. In line with this, it was very encouraging when I read the book, Kamala 
Devi’s Path to Goloka Vrindavan by your representative, His Holiness Bhakti Brhat Bhagavata Maharaja, 
who is indeed beautifully showing the practical example of your book. Thank you very much for this 
invaluable book.

Secondly, I am also very much indebted for the book, I’ll Build You a Temple, being an inspiration for this 
generation and the future generation on how much sacrifices you performed for the Juhu Temple and how 
it was really painstaking for you.

However, you and your associates endeavored to please your Guru Maharaja. It is really heartwarming to 
see how at every step Lord Krishna reciprocates with His pure devotees. 

The book gave me the thought from one of the verses from Bhagavad-gita 18.78:

yatra yogesvarah krsno
yatra partho dhanur-dharah

tatra srir vijayo bhutir
dhruva nitir matir mama

“Wherever there is Krishna, the master of all mystics, and wherever there is Arjuna, the supreme archer, 
there will also certainly be opulence, victory, extraordinary power, and morality. That is my opinion.”

Finally, Guru Maharaja, being more merciful on your Vyasa-puja day, please give me a drop of your mercy 
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so that I can contribute a little in ISKCON so as to please you.

Your most insignificant servant,
Ananda Gopika dasi

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept our humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to your Vyasa-puja. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Guru Maharaja, on this most auspicious day we are meditating on your divine lotus feet.

Praying to the Lord to keep us at your lotus feet which are the only shelter and are the window to the 
spiritual world. Words cannot describe this, the perfect place to take shelter.

We are pleased to have you in our life. Every step we go, you guide us from within. Therefore, we thank 
you again and again, Guru Maharaja, for taking care of us.

We pray to Sri Sri Krishna-Balaram for your good health and to serve in the mood of Srila Prabhupada.

Your most fallen daughter,
Ananga Manjari devi dasi, Sanatan Dharma dasa, Gangadevi dasi
Sri Sri Krishna Balram Mandir, Bon-Accueil

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namaste sarasvate deve gaura-vani pracarine
nirvisesa sunyavadi pascatya desa tarine

jaya sri krsna caitanya prabhu nityananda
sri advaita gadadhara srivasa adi gaura bhakta vrinda

Hare Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna Hare
Hare Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare.
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.

On this most auspicious day of Vyasa-puja, I would like to express my sincere gratitude and heartfelt 
thanks to you in the form of a poem.

Dark Clouds were all around, 
Ignorance shut my mind, 
Normal I thought it was! 
Having all, yet I yearned,
My complete life was still incomplete,
Normal I thought it was! 
Halt, my life had stopped, 
Dark clouds covered all through me, 
Normal I thought it was! 
Cutting through the dark clouds, 
Someone shining bright stood, 
There he was my Guru Maharaja! 
Wearing the most innocent smile, 
Around whom radiates positivity, 
I was taken away!
From that very moment, floored I became, 
of his knowledge, his purity, his generosity, and what not?
Oh dear Guru Maharaja, 
There is not a second when I do not remember you, 
There is not a moment when I do not thank you enough. 
For all I know, I can never repay you, 
never in this life!

Dear Guru Maharaja,

On this special day, I beg for your mercy. Please shower me with your blessings that I have the drive to 
engage in your service and the service of Vaishnavas.

Your servant of the servant, 
Ashvini
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My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All 
glories to this most auspicious, blessed event.

Guru Maharaja, being dullheaded and due to my poor intellect and limited ability, I am attempting to 
write some words of glorification. Therefore I humbly beg my merciful Guru Maharaja to please accept it.

Recently while reading Guru Maharaja’s book, I’ll Build You A Temple - The Juhu Story, I have realized 
that Guru Maharaja’s special appearance in this material world had a divine mission to accomplish in Srila 
Prabhupada’s ISKCON movement.

Following Srila Prabhupada’s footsteps, Guru Maharaja also is preaching worldwide and delivering many 
conditioned souls and making them bright like many millions of moons.

Dearmost Guru Maharaja, your words in that beautiful book are not only your remembrances and 
realizations, but it is clearly pure unalloyed prema that is flowing out of your soft heart which is the abode 
of Their Lordships Gandharvika-Giridhari.

Today, on this most blessed day of your Vyasa-puja, I humbly bow down repeatedly placing my head at 
the divine dust of your lotus feet, begging again and again for some drop of mercy.

Your lowly degraded fallen son,
Asit Krishna dasa

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my prostrated obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada who has left us under the care of secure and confident hands.

My dear Guru Maharaja, on the most auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, we feel deeply indebted to 
Your Divine Grace for being so merciful to this poor fallen soul by allowing me to be in your association 
every day and also for giving me the opportunity to engage in devotional service.

Guru Maharaja, to become free from this material world and its threefold miseries, one must take shelter 
of Your Divine Grace. Only one who is surrendered to a pure devotee of Krishna and has received the dust 
of your lotus feet can easily become Krishna conscious.
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Guru Maharaja, I pray to remain eternally engaged in the service of the Supreme Lord and I humbly 
request Your Divine Grace to shower your causeless mercy upon me and my family.

Your servants,
Balabhadra dasa, Padma Malini devi dasi, Laadli Radha and Kartik Kripa, Shyama Kishore dasa, Syama 
Manjari, Tulsidas & Vrinda

Dear Giriraj Swami,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. His Holiness 
Giriraj Swami ki jaya!

My dear Guru Maharaja, out of your causeless mercy, on 13th April of 2021 you gave me shelter at your 
lotus feet. I am not at all qualified but still you accepted me. Thank you very much, Guru Maharaja.

Out of your causeless mercy and that of your disciples, I am able to continue my service at Bhaktivedanta 
Ashram, Montagne Blanche, Mauritius. I am really indebted to you, Maharaja.

I have not got the opportunity to associate with you personally, yet last year I had the opportunity to 
participate in the preparation of your Vyasa-puja at Montagne Blanche ashram and disciples from all 
around Mauritius participated. By associating with your disciples and by their excellent example, I can 
understand how merciful you are. Your glories are boundless and you are sweetness personified. Each and 
every one was doing their service as if you were supervising them. Their services could demonstrate how 
caring, affectionate, and compassionate you are. Memories of those instances have improved my mood of 
service lovingly. Please continue to bestow your mercy upon us.

By reading your books, I’ll Build You a Temple: The Juhu Story, Many Moons and Life’s Final Exam, and by 
listening to some of your lectures, I realized how dedicated you are to ISKCON. This really helps me to 
strengthen my spiritual connection with you and become more serious in my spiritual life.

On this very auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I am praying and begging you, Guru Maharaja, to always 
let me stay at your lotus feet. 

Guru Maharaja, I am and will remain a faithful servant at your lotus feet.

I PRAY FOR YOUR GOOD HEALTH AND HOPE TO ASSOCIATE AND SERVE YOU PERSONALLY 
SOON IN MAURITIUS. CERTAINLY WITH THE PERMISSION OF MY GODBROTHERS.

Your insignificant aspiring servant,
Chimanlall Seebun
Bhaktivedanta Ashram, Montagne Blanche
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet on this most auspicious day of your 
Vyasa-puja.
 
The disciple cannot repay the debt of being accepted by the guru as a disciple. The disciple remains 
eternally indebted.

After many years of practicing sadhana-bhakti, now I am realizing that I have no qualification at all to 
be a disciple. I am a very fallen soul, full of anarthas. I have to continue practicing more seriously to get 
purified.
 
All glories to you, Guru Maharaja! It’s your causeless mercy only upon me that you overlook all these 
things and still bestow your mercy. Guru Maharaja ki jaya!
 
By seeing your wonderful activities around the world, we can see how dear the spiritual master is to the 
Lord.
 

na ca tasman manusyesu
kascin me priya-krttamah
bhavita na ca me tasmad

anyah priyataro bhuvi
 
“There is no servant in this world more dear to Me than he, nor will there ever be one more dear. (Bg 
18.69)
 
After reading your book The Juhu Story, we learned how difficult the situation was at that time. So many 
oppositions, infested with big, big rats and serpents but you did tolerate all these difficulties and remained 
fixed up in Srila Prabhupada’s service. Guru Maharaja ki jaya!
 
Your fallen servant,
Damodar Swarup dasa
Ecroignard Nama-hatta group

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine
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Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to your divine appearance day.

Just as the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Krishna’s appearance in this material world is divyam, 
transcendental, similarly a pure devotee’s—representative of God—appearance is transcendental. 

Lord Krishna says in Bhagavad-gita that He descends in this world to protect His devotees and to 
annihilate the demons. Similarly, His pure devotees’ appearance has no other purpose than to fulfil that 
desire of the Lord, which is to destroy the demons and protect the devotees. However, the devotees of the 
Lord, being more merciful than the Lord Himself, do not kill the demons, but they destroy the demoniac 
mentality, the unlimited anarthas within them, and establish the divine qualities in their heart. Therefore, 
the devotee’s mission is more difficult than the Lord’s.

However difficult, the pure devotee with great pleasure undertakes this mission of delivering the eternally 
conditioned souls like us because his heart is full of love and compassion. Guru Maharaja, it was this same 
love for Srila Prabhupada and Krishna and compassion for the suffering living entities that compelled 
Your Divine Grace to give up all your comforts and luxuries of life, to willingly be separated from the 
most loving, caring and dear mother and affectionate family, just as Lord Chaitanya gave up everything 
to give love of Godhead to the world. How greatly fortunate are we, Guru Maharaja, that you came in this 
material world for our deliverance.

Lord Nityananda was ordered by Lord Chaitanya to preach this Krishna consciousness to the people of 
Nadia. Although Lord Nityananda is the Supreme Personality of Godhead Himself, He was not recognised 
by the fallen conditioned souls and had to undergo so many difficulties in performing this service, even to 
the point of being physically attacked by Jagai and Madhai.

Guru Maharaja, following in the same line as Lord Nityananda and Srila Prabhupada, Your Divine Grace 
similarly went through so many difficulties. Yet, as Lord Nityananda and Srila Prabhupada, your faith, 
dedication, and surrender to your spiritual master was never deterred, not even for a moment. You came 
across so many obstacles in the form of the very austere living conditions in Bombay: Mr Nair or sometimes 
even misunderstanding between devotees. You happily underwent many austerities—physical, emotional, 
or of any sort—being completely absorbed in thoughts of Srila Prabhupada, your sole objective and desire 
being to please His Divine Grace.

In Srimad-Bhagavatam, Giriraja Govardhana is referred to as hari-dasa-varya, the best of all devotees, 
who feels jubilant while serving Krishna and Balarama and the other devotees. He would be ecstatic even 
when They would walk upon His body. He accepted the devastating rains and the deadly thunderbolts of 
Indra upon Himself and yet was immersed in the ecstasy of serving Krishna and the Vrajavasis. Similarly, 
Guru Maharaja, Your Divine Grace in the same mood of loving service never complained; in fact you feel 
equally jubilant, being completely absorbed in your ecstasy of service to Srila Prabhupada.

Guru Maharaja, we are eternally indebted to your lotus feet for so magnanimously giving shelter to us. 
On this very auspicious day I humbly beg at your lotus feet that although I am more fallen than Jagai 
and Madhai, kindly do not give up on me O Gurudeva! “How shall I make any advancement when my 
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mind has come under the control of the powerful senses and does not abandon its attachment to material 
existence? I am certainly very foolish and I have never known what is good for me. You are indeed the 
wisest person. Please look for a way to bring about auspiciousness for this fool, and please do not consider 
this servant as an outsider.”

Begging to remain in the shelter of your lotus feet,
Your eternally indebted servant,
Draupadi dasi

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namaste sarasvate deve gaura vani pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Hare Krishna dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet and all glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Today, on this special occasion of your Vyasa-puja, I would like to express my gratitude to you, Guru 
Maharaja. I consider myself the luckiest person in the world as I am able to see you and listen to your 
sweet voice every day through the Japa Sanga. In your book, I’ll Build You a Temple, you wrote about the 
good times with your spiritual master and also the very difficult moments, but still you didn’t give up. You 
showed us how courageous and how submissive you were. There were many challenging periods but you 
completely depended on Krishna and Srila Prabhupada.

You are very far from me, but by reading your book, I could sense your divine presence, and whenever I 
see your moonlike face, a wave of happiness touches my heart.

Happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja!

Your aspiring servant,
Fanisha (daughter of Siromani Radhika Dasi)
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My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you, Guru Maharaja. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
All glories to your auspicious Vyasa-puja celebration.

Spiritual knowledge descends through the disciplic succession from Lord Krishna. The representatives 
of the disciplic succession cannot change anything, add anything or subtract, otherwise the disciplic 
succession will be broken and their preaching will have no potency. Many times throughout history 
disciplic successions have been broken because the representatives of the guru-parampara did not 
transparently pass on the knowledge they received.

The responsibility of followers of a parampara is to hear the perfect knowledge from a bona fide guru 
and simply repeat it. Therefore the actual qualification of a bona fide representative of the parampara  is 
to simply repeat the same message without adding his own interpretations. To do this though requires 
humility, submission, and surrender.

Guru Maharaja, you embody genuine qualities of submission, humility, and surrender. 

Srila Prabhupada said, “Our Giriraj will shine one day.” We are seeing that in this pandemic, you have 
become a star in Zoom lectures. The whole world wants to listen to you with rapt attention. You have 
understood the shastras and Srila Prabhupada’s mood and intention, so you are so expert in delivering 
the message and lessons he gave. The clarity of your explanations, the gentleness and expertise with which 
you share and explain them to others show the purity of your heart. 

I was so fortunate to be in your midst around your godbrothers in Los Angeles in 2009 while they 
were preparing for the GBC ILS meetings. Your dear godbrothers were cherishing your expertise and 
command when it comes to understanding Srila Prabhupada’s instructions in both management and 
other instructions. 

During the Zoom lectures also I noted that the devotees around the world are in awe at how you answer 
their questions with such clear examples from the shastra and Srila Prabhupada’s example.

Guru Maharaja, you are such a pride for all of us . . . You must be such a pride for Srila Prabhupada—such 
a pride for the whole the disciplic succession!

I am so grateful to Your Divine Grace for every single opportunity of seva that you have bestowed upon 
me. Service to you is service to Srila Prabhupada and connects me to such an amazing parampara of 
saints. Service to you is service to all of them and can deliver one from this material world.

I cannot repay you. I  simply desire to stay under lotus feet where I feel sheltered and loved.

Your servant,
Giridhari dasa
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My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
All glories to Your Divine Grace.

My dear Guru Maharaja, your service to Krishna is unparalleled. You are very dear to your spiritual 
master, spreading Krishna consciousness all over the world. You are the ocean of mercy, full of kindness 
and humility. You so mercifully came to deliver the fallen souls from the evil clutches of Kali-yuga.

I thank you again and again for initiating a fallen soul like me and having given me shelter at your lotus 
feet which are the most precious gift for me. For this I am eternally indebted to you.

I humbly pray to you to keep me under your guidance eternally, that I may perform devotional service 
faithfully and chant the holy name offenselessly.

I have been suffering in the material world for a countless number of lifetimes through repeated birth and 
death. By some good fortune I have come into contact with Your Divine Grace. Please, Guru Maharaja, 
shower your mercy on this fallen disciple. Please give me guidance on how I can advance in Krishna 
consciousness. 

Begging to eternally remain your servant,
Govinda Charan dasa
Central Flacq

Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

The past year has been, as you are aware, a very trying year for me in terms of health. But I was able to 
overcome my fear, pain, and distress only by your causeless mercy. I truly realized the meaning of taking 
shelter of guru and the holy name in these distressing circumstances. I was praying hard night and day 
for mercy from you and the Lord. Was I selfish then? Arjuna prayed for protection. Is this outside the 
realms of pure devotional service? No, a prayer may not be selfish; rather asking for something material to 
Krishna glorifies one’s dependence on the Lord! Every time Krishna takes one thing away He has a bigger 
plan. Beauty of Krishna consciousness! Krishna looks at the underlying desire in the heart, I guess. And 
for sure, I was on the border of despair due to the pain and discomfort. Looking back today, I feel grateful 
to you and the Lord for saving me. The bigger plan of the Lord for me was to purify me of the lingering 
material desires sprung mostly from selfish motives! 

Thank you for always being there, dear Guru Maharaja!

On this Vyasa-puja day, I pray for your health and that you continue to inspire us all to become better 
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servants of the Lord.

Your servant,
Indira Radha dasi
Port Louis

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Without the shelter of your compassion and your sheltering words of wisdom, we, the youth, were perhaps 
the most impious and misdirected the world had ever seen. Every year brings to me a deeper appreciation 
of your unparalleled contributions to enriching my life and the lives of millions around the world. With all 
the lectures you give, Guru Maharaja, and the japa time, is really very enriching for our spiritual progress.

Thank you, dearest Guru Maharaja, for always encouraging us and showering your love upon us.

Aspiring to be your eternal servant,
Jaya Hurhundee

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All 
glories to your Vyasa-puja celebration!

Today, on this auspicious occasion, I remember one seemingly small incident—but one that I often 
remember with much gratitude. 

While cleaning your room at Hare Krishna Land, Phoenix, I came downstairs to the temple room where 
you were chanting in the meanwhile, to ask if I could also clean your cupboard. Your answer has stayed 
with me, “Yes you may. There are no secrets between us.” I took that as a revelation and instruction—you 
are teaching me that the private life and the public life of a devotee should be one of integrity. You have 
always shown that shining example, Guru Maharaja. When I opened your cupboard, the first thing I saw 
was a small Dylon saffron colored dye box that had been punctured, most probably used to dye cloth, 
and the remaining kept for another occasion. Immediately I thought of how you don’t like to waste. Very 
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careful to preserve Krishna’s energy no matter how insignificant it may seem, even preserving a box of dye 
that I would have thrown out without second thought.

I picked up the box and clumsily dropped it. The devotees had just refurbished your room and below was 
a fluffy white carpet. The saffron powder was strewn at my feet. I panicked . . . called Ranchor Prabhu to 
help me get the dye off. He poured boiling water on the carpet while I scrubbed. The worst thing to do . . . 
as I scrubbed, the saffron patch got bigger and bigger and the carpet was soaking wet. You sent a message 
up to the room to ask if the cleaning had been completed and I sent a message back, “Not yet.” Maybe you 
thought I was doing a thorough job but actually it was quite the opposite. Finally collecting all the courage 
I could, I approached you to explain what had happened. I expected chastisement; it was due. But you 
were so kind and gentle. So merciful and understanding. 

Your chastisement is also your mercy but that day I had already received humbling chastisement from the 
incident itself and felt very relieved that your mercy came in such a reassuring way. You knew how much 
I could handle that day. 

When you were spending time with us as our GBC I was grateful for the association, time, and patient 
lessons you gave, but in retrospect I wasted such a rare opportunity. I wish I had taken more advantage, 
kept a diary of all the lessons you taught us, and been more attentive to your instructions. Your association 
is  most instructive, enlivening, and humbling—you are a true sadhu, a perfect guru, a loving father, a 
considerate manager, the greatest team leader. You are everything that I could ever dream of having in a 
spiritual teacher—and more. 

I bow down to your lotus feet in gratitude and I pray that I may keep all that you taught and teach in 
the core of my mind so that I may become a worthy disciple one day. Those memories and experiences 
serving under Your Divine Grace are my greatest treasure.

Your useless but grateful servant,
Karunika dasi

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namaste sarasvate deve gaura vani pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
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Hare Krishna dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.  All glories to Your Divine Grace. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja.  Thank you so much for accepting me as your disciple. I am a very 
fallen soul trying to serve in the mission of your Srila Prabhupada.

My life really changed after the initiation. I feel a very strong energy when chanting my japa. I have never 
felt such happiness in my entire life. I realize life is useless without the holy name.

I thank you for both books, Life’s Final Exam and The Juhu Story.

I was afraid to die during my cancer treatment but I learnt that death for devotees is just a gateway to 
eternal life. The Juhu Story lets us know about Srila Prabhupada deeply and about all the efforts he made.

Dear Guru Maharaja, thank you also for coming live on Facebook. Such moments have become main 
events for me. I wait patiently for you to chant the holy name together. I really like to see the beautiful 
smile on your face. This makes my stonelike heart become soft and blessed.

I wish to serve you directly one day before leaving my body.

Please always bestow your mercy on me, Guru Maharaja, so that I can become more serious in my 
devotional life.

Hare Krishna!

Jaya Srila Prabhupada. Jaya Guru Maharaja.

Your servant,
Kirtida Sundari dasi
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Graduate
A N D  G O  TO  G OD

God gives us tests.  The basic question is whether in the face of 
adversity we are going to think of Him or forget Him. Are we 

going to make the best of the situation and serve God, or make the 
worst of it and reject or forget God? And the ultimate test, the final 
exam, is the time of death. All of a person’s activities are tested at the 
time of death. If we pass the final examination at death, if we think of 
God at the time of death, then we graduate and go to God. We don’t 
have to return to this miserable world in another material body. 

Giriraj Swami, May 18, 2005, University of California
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om ajnana timirandhasya jnananjana salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri gurave namah

nama om visnu padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate girirajaya swamin iti namine

nama om visnu padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati priya sri girirajaya swamine

suvaktre sastra vijnaya drdha sadhana shaline
radha rasavihari bhyam bhakte bhyas catma dayine

Our most beloved Guru Maharaja,

Hare Krishna! Please accept our most humble and respectful obeisances at the dust of your glorious lotus 
feet. All glories to Your Divine Loving Grace, unto whom we are eternally indebted and grateful. All 
glories to His Divine Loving Grace Srila Prabhupada, the saviour of the whole world, without whom we 
wonder where we would have been, and unto whom we are eternally grateful and indebted. All glories 
to your most glorious Sri Vyasa-puja. All glories to Their most merciful Lordships Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, 
Sri Sri Krishna-Balaram, Sri Sri Giriraja Govardhana, and Sri Sri Radha-Madhava and Sri Sri Radha-
Golokananda.

Guru Maharaja, we first of all offer our humble and respectful obeisances unto all those wonderful devotees 
who so expertly glorify Your Divine Loving Grace. 

In fact, Your Divine Loving Grace possesses all the twenty-six qualities of a Vaishnava, among which I will 
highlight only one, and that is humility.

Your Divine Loving Grace was humble since the early days of ISKCON, especially in Juhu, Mumbai, 
before the advent of the Juhu temple where you lived in thatched huts, infested with rats and mosquitoes. 

Even when Your Divine Loving Grace took sannyasa, You honoured devotee prasada. 

When there was the first pada-yatra in Mauritius, Your Divine Loving Grace together with the brahmacharis 
participated fully in the pada-yatra, moving from village to village, spreading the holy names. At one 
point the button from your kurta was off and you asked a devotee for a needle and thread and Your Divine 
Loving Grace personally sewed the button.

The most prominent aspect of humility you demonstrated was when Your Divine Loving Grace and His 
Holiness Radhanath Maharaja went to South India, together with other devotees. At Guruvayor, after you 
had darshan of Their Lordships, and honoured caranamrta, you washed your hands outside and you were 
drinking the water that the devotees were washing their hands with after honoring the caranamrta.

Guru Maharaja, please bestow upon us your causeless mercy so that we may become more and more 
serious in our sadhana-bhakti and thus become attached to the holy names and Their Lordships Sri Sri 
Radha-Golokananda.
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His Divine Loving Grace Srila Giriraj Maharaja ki jaya! His Divine Loving Grace Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!

All glories to Sri Guru and Sri Nitai-Gauranga! Nitai Gaura premanande . . . Hari haribol!

From your most fallen servants,
Krsna-candra dasa, Sarasvati devi dasi and Madhava-lata dasi

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate-bhaktivedanta-svamin-iti-namine

namaste sarasvate deve gaura vani pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

jai sri krishna caitanya prabhu nityananda
sri advaita gadadhara srivas adi gaura bhakta vrinda

Beloved Guru Maharaja,  

Hare Krishna.

Please accept my humble and respectful obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.  All glories to Your 
Holiness. All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada.  All glories to Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga. 

Dearest Guru Maharaja, by the grace of the Lord, this year again we wish you a wonderful and very, very, 
very HAPPY VYASA-PUJA 2021.  May the Lordships Sri Sri Krishna and Balarama always give me this 
auspicious opportunity to wish my Guru Maharaja a very HAPPY VYASA-PUJA.  

Your unconditional mercy prevails in the resonance of the very thought of you, Guru Maharaja. I am ever 
indebted to you for initiating me who is but a poor and unfortunate soul.   

Your service to Srila Prabhupada by writing books which are so full of spiritual pastimes makes me 
realize the powerful blessing and mercy of being near one’s spiritual master.  Jaya Giriraj Swami. Jaya Srila 
Prabhupada.

Dear Guru Maharaja, please forgive me if I have committed offenses at the dust of your lotus feet and if 
there are errors or mistakes in my offering.
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We pray for your good health and well-being to Sri Sri Jagannatha, Baladeva, and Subhadra Maharani, Sri 
Sri Krishna-Balaram, Sri Sri Radha-Golokananda, and Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai.

Again Guru Maharaja, we wish you a very, very happy Vyasa-puja 2021. And also a very Happy Krishna 
Janmastami and a very happy Srila Prabhupada’s appearance day.

Your most fallen and unworthy servants,
Lilapriya dasi, Krishna Smrti dasa and Bhakta Pushkar Gauranga

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namaste sarasvate deve gaura vani pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace.  All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Dear Guru Maharaja,

One of the foremost instructions that you have given to us, your disciples, is to chant a minimum of 
sixteen rounds of japa daily. You have not only given us the instruction, but you also extend your mercy, 
by continuously encouraging us in various ways to chant our rounds with attention. You are thus doing 
live japa just to encourage us in our japa.

I thus offer my humble obeisances at the feet of such a merciful spiritual master.

Guru Maharaja, watching your live japa sessions is a daily reminder for me that I must concentrate on 
hearing the holy names while chanting my japa.

You mentioned in one of your lectures that a disciple once asked Srila Prabhupada how to control the 
mind when doing japa. Srila Prabhupada answered that one cannot control one’s mind but rather one 
must pray to Panca-Tattva and Panca-Tattva will control one’s mind.
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Dear Guru Maharaja, I thus try to pray to Panca-Tattva whenever I become aware that my mind has 
deviated during japa, but when I pray to Them, I immediately think of the way you concentrate during 
the japa session, and this helps me a lot.  It appears that Panca-Tattva awards me focus on japa by making 
me think of how you concentrate on your japa. Thus, Guru Maharaja, you have given me Panca-Tattva 
and Panca-Tattva is giving me Your Divine Grace.

I thus offer my humble obeisances at the feet of such a merciful spiritual master.

Dear Guru Maharaja, in another lecture of Your Divine Grace, which I listened to a month ago, you 
mentioned that when a devotee is not able to complete his or her minimum rounds of japa, the devotee 
must try to complete the missing rounds on the following day. You then shared your personal experience. 
You said that when you had surgery and could not complete your minimum number of rounds for some 
time, you kept records of the missing rounds, which was quite a large number, and you completed the 
same thereafter.

Dear Guru Maharaja, I was really touched by this exemplary act of Your Divine Grace. I realized how 
serious one should be in chanting one’s rounds, both in terms of quantity and quality. This realization 
made me become much more serious in my own chanting.  I also realized how your classes are important 
and will save us, especially me from becoming slack in devotional services.

I thus offer my humble obeisances at the feet of such a merciful spiritual master.

I wish to thank you for everything that you have done for this insignificant soul.

Happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja.

Thank you very much.

Your insignificant servant of your servants,
Madan Gopal dasa

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble and respectful obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Guru Maharaja. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Guru Maharaja, you are the abode of unlimited love and boundless mercy, dedicated to uphold Srila 
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Prabhupada’s legacy. At the divine lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada, you felt the spiritual fragrance. 
Spontaneously, you surrendered to him at first glance.

Your warm loving and divine grace is my only solace eternally which I wish to happily embrace.

Humble as you are like a blade of grass, the divine quality that nobody can surpass.

Submerged as you were by multitude of obstacles, yet you always emerged victorious and did glorious 
miracles.

Your soft lotus feet are my only shelter. Your divine words flow like ambrosial nectar.

My spiritual endeavors are frail and weak. A drop of only your blessing can make me steady and meek.

Guru Maharaja, Srila Prabhupada said that Giriraj makes friends with everybody and thus Giriraj is for 
the whole world forever and ever.

Your most fallen servant,
Man Mohan dasa

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja svamin iti namine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namaste sarasvate deve gaura-vani pracarine
nirvisesa sunyavadi pascatya desa tarine

jaya sri krsna caitanya prabhu nityananda
sri advaita gadadhara srivasa adi gaura bhakta vrinda

Hare Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna Hare
Hare Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare.

Dear Guru Maharaja,

On this most auspicious day of Vyasa-puja, please accept my humble obeisances unto your worshipable 
and divine lotus feet. 

You are without a doubt the most merciful personality I have ever come across. I feel very fortunate to be 
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under the shelter of your lotus feet and also feel fortunate to glorify you. Guru Maharaja, it is because of 
your love and compassion that we have such good fortune of serving Lord Sri Krishna and His devotees.

Guru Maharaja, I am a very insignificant person to glorify you. Although I have no qualification to 
speak about such a stalwart devotee like you, I am trying to make a humble attempt in this endeavor. 
But, whatever insignificant way, I will try to express my sincere gratitude to the wonderful devotee Srila 
Prabhupada has given us.

Guru Maharaja, you have been very instrumental in the construction of the Juhu temple. You perform 
your devotional service strictly, following the instructions of your spiritual master His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada as your life and soul.

By your outgoing personality and personal example, you teach us to accept all austerities to carry out the 
order of the spiritual master. By your relentless endeavor, you have given us the opportunity to live the 
moment of struggle in those early days by writing the monumental book, I’ll Build You a Temple, and 
thus you have fulfilled the desire of your beloved spiritual master. In this book, your determination did 
not let obstacles obstruct your service. As I read this book, I was astonished and enlightened. Sometimes 
I laughed and sometimes I cried. Guru Maharaja, I want to express my heartfelt appreciation to you for 
having undertaken the effort of compiling this book.

One of the most important aspects of your preaching is devotee care. Through the Mitra Sanga, which is 
an umbrella of this Vaishnava care is also depicted in your book, Life’s Final Exam. Guru Maharaja, you 
responded to various challenges and preached to the masses, guided individuals and we are also shown 
how you would bestow love as a tenderhearted, humble, spiritual father, and friend. Thus, Guru Maharaja, 
your life and your activities are living instructions and hearing about you inspires us with a mode of 
gratitude and obligations.

Guru Maharaja, even in this advanced age, and this era of pandemic that the human civilization is facing, 
did not hamper your preaching program and other social engagements. For me, this moment of crisis is 
a blessing in disguise as we could take more advantage of your association through various lectures and 
meetings on Zoom and other social platforms. We are really nourished with all the knowledge you are 
imparting to us, especially the present challenges in today’s life.

Guru Maharaja, please cast your glance of compassion upon me so that I will be able to follow your example 
and engage in your service and service to the Vaishnavas. There is a verse in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta 
where Srila Rupa Goswami and Srila Sanatana Goswami addressed Lord Caitanya:

bhavantam evanucaran nirantara
prasanta-nihsesa-mano-rathantarah
kadaham aikantika-nitya-kinkarah
praharsayisyami sanatha-jivitam

“By serving You constantly, one is freed from all material desires and is completely pacified. When shall I 
engage as Your permanent eternal servant and always feel joyful to have such a fitting master?” 

At the crossroads of this unreliable life where the flickering mind is always harassing, we have no peace, 
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but when we have our perfect master, we are sure to become peaceful and jubilant. Thank you, Guru 
Maharaja, for giving us a glimpse of the spiritual world even in this material world, for which I remain 
eternally indebted to you.

Guru Maharaja, I would also seize this opportunity to thank you from the core of my heart for being my 
guide and inspiration in times of despair. Guru Maharaja, you have assisted me in easing the tribulation 
of my life. With strong faith in you, I was able to overcome all the difficulties that had engulfed me. Guru 
Maharaja, when I held your hands, my whole entangled life got enfolded. You always appear as sunlight, 
shining bright, dissipating all the clouds of my sorrows.

On this special day, Gurudeva, I beg for your mercy and strength to make progress into our future 
endeavors, to engage in your service, and also service to the Vaishnavas. And also, bless me that one day 
I may chant the name of Krishna with purity and love.

Your servant of the servant,
Mathuresh dasa

Hare Krishna dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. 
All glories to our dearmost Srila Prabhupada. All glories to the Vaishnavas.

The Sri Guru Vandana prayers state, guru mukha padma vakya, cittete koriya aikya, ar na koriho mane 
asa. Guru Maharaja, you are a living embodiment of this verse. Through your behavior and actions, you 
have been a recipient of Srila Prabhupada’s special love and adoration. You make the teachings from the 
lotus mouth of your spiritual master one with your heart and do not desire anything else apart from his 
pleasure. You are executing his instructions as it is. Indeed, your mood has always been to bring us as 
disciples and well-wishers closer to Srila Prabhupada’s lotus feet. 

On this most auspicious day of your divine appearance, I humbly pray that my desires and actions also 
become one with your instructions. I don’t desire other things.

I am eternally indebted to you for engaging me in devotional service.

Your insignificant servant,
Parama Karuna dasa
Morcellement St Andre 
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namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta swamin iti namine

namaste sarasvate deve gaura vani pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All 
glories to Your Divine Grace.

O Guru Maharaja,
As merciful as you are,
Opening our eyes with the torch of spiritual knowledge,
You destroy the darkness of ignorance.
May your lotus feet be my only shelter.

O Guru Maharaja,
As merciful as you are,
You take the pain to reclaim us
Back to Godhead, back home by connecting us to the parampara.
May your lotus feet be the only object of my worship.

O Guru Maharaja,
As merciful as you are,
You accepted this fallen soul drown in this material world into your spiritual family.
You always care for us. 
May your lotus feet be my only hope.

O Guru Maharaja,
Thank you very much for everything.
I remain eternally indebted to you.
Desiring to be the servant of the servant of the servant,
I beg to remain always at the service of your lotus feet till my last breath.
May your lotus feet be the only treasure of my life.

Thank you very much, Guru Maharaja.

Your most insignificant servant,
Pavana Nama dasa
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namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate-bhaktivedanta-svamin-iti-namine

namaste sarasvate deve gaura vani pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Dear Guru Maharaja,

On this most wonderful occasion, I seek the opportunity to greet you, “Happy Vyasa-puja, happy birthday, 
Guru Maharaja.”

I feel very fortunate to have a wonderful master like you who always serves his spiritual master, jagat-guru 
Srila Prabhupada, with so much love and enthusiasm.

Guru Maharaja, you are an ocean of mercy and on this auspicious day I beg to be showered by drops of 
mercy from your kamala carana so that I overcome all my weaknesses, my shortcomings, and become 
more determined in my services for your pleasure, especially the service of propagating the holy name of 
the Lord which pleases you the most.

Dear Guru Maharaja, I beg for forgiveness also for all my offenses committed against you, knowingly or 
unknowingly.

Dear Guru Maharaja, I would like to relate one realization. Some years back, one Mataji from Sri Jagannatha 
Mandir (Vimalangi dasi) went to visit her Guru Maharaja, His Holiness Veda Vyasa Priya Maharaja in 
India. When she met her Gurudeva, Maharaja was very much pleased, and he personally cooked for her 
and served her saying,”My daughter has travelled so far to come to see me.”  When she returned, she 
related everything to me, how much she was moved by the reciprocation of her Guru Maharaja. I was very 
happy hearing such a great thing but in my heart I felt a little sad thinking I never had an opportunity to 
deal with my Guru Maharaja so intimately. So I went before our deity of Srimati Radharani and prayed 
that I would also get to have such a wonderful opportunity—a loving dealing with my Guru Maharaja.  By 
the mercy of Sri Radhika, very shortly thereafter, you came in my dream and I saw you in a garden sitting 
upon very clean grass. I was walking and you called me a little loudly, saying, “Priya sakhi, I was waiting 
for you so long. Where have you been?” And I caught notice of you and hurried up to the spot and paid 
my obeisances. I was very surprised to see my loving Guru Maharaja who appeared to be like an angel—so 
beautiful. I replied “Guru Maharaja, I am here for long, but I did not see you.” To my surprise, you pulled 
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a sari from behind you. I can still remember the color and design so well; it is still fresh in my mind, it is 
purple and yellow. You handed it to me and said, “I brought it for you and so you wear it every day.” I was 
so surprised and happy but I told you, “Guru Maharaja, one sari to wear every day?” And you remained 
silent and had a broad smile.

Thereafter, Guru Maharaja, my dream broke and I was happy and elated that you reciprocated with me 
due to the prayer to Srimati Radharani. So Guru Maharaja, I realized that you are always with me and 
whenever I will call you with love and devotion, I will definitely have your darshan.

So Guru Maharaja, I sincerely pray that at the end of my life, I can call you with the same love and devotion 
and I can have your darshan and leave my body and come to you.

Thank you again, Guru Maharaja, for all you have done for me, and I will forever be indebted to you.

Your insignificant servant,
Priya Sakhi dasi

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisance at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to this most wonderful 
auspicious day. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada who gave me such a 
wonderful spiritual master as Your Divine Grace.

Guru Maharaja, I feel very fortunate to be your disciple because you are expert in all aspects of spiritual 
life. In spite of our fallen condition, you have a special relationship with each of us and at the same time 
you are always kind and compassionate to us. It really touches my heart when I see how personal and 
caring you are in your dealings with us. You have so much love to give to each of us and this really gives 
so much joy in our heart and this really gives us so much eagerness to serve your lotus feet.

Dearest Guru Maharaja, you are a divine personality who gives us everything in both material and spiritual 
life. In spite of all these material difficulties we have to face in our life, just by listening to your lectures, we 
can live a happy and peaceful life. You are like a father who guides us on the right path with your limitless 
divine knowledge. 

Without your mercy there is no hope in this blazing fire of material existence we are facing actually. Just 
by your sweet voice and just by your sweet smile, all our anxieties go away.

Guru Maharaja, I am not qualified to serve you but by just only serving Your Divine Grace one day, I may 
be able to understand the Lord and His pastimes.

Guru Maharaja, on the path of my spiritual life I have committed many mistakes and offenses. I very 
humbly beg for forgiveness to Your Divine Grace who is an ocean of mercy.
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I pray to Lord Nrsimhadeva to always protect you and keep you in good health.

Your unworthy servant,
Radha Golokananda dasi

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namaste sarasvate deve gaura vani pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All 
glories to Your Divine Grace.

Guru Maharaja,

On this very auspicious day of your appearance, I wish you a very happy Vyasa-puja.

I am very fortunate to have received one copy of your book, I’ll Build You a Temple. It is a very interesting 
book with lots of experiences and emotions from which I am learning a lot, and it also shows very clearly 
your dedication to Srila Prabhupada.

I also really appreciate your daily japa sessions and the Zoom sessions. I thank you very much, Guru 
Maharaja, for everything you did for me.

After receiving my first diksa from you, I feel more and more secure and protected in my spiritual life.

Thank you for guiding us in the right path.

May you always bestow your mercy unto me and my family.

Your most insignificant disciple,
Radha Kripa dasi
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A Living Embodiment of Pure Love!

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Last year for your Vyasa-puja it was very pleasing to the heart to hear devotees glorifying you with 
so much love and you lovingly reciprocating with them as well. It was a live Bhagavatam! When Srila 
Prabhuapada’s servant one time told His Divine Grace, “Srila Prabhupada, everyone likes you so much.” 
Srila Prabhupada said, “Yes, because I like everyone.”

Guru Maharaja, I will echo the same. Yes, because you like everyone, everyone likes you so much. Your 
love is the same love that Srila Prabhupada has for all of us.

The following is a quote from Nectar of Devotion, “In the Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya there is a conversation 
between Prahlada Maharaja and his father Hiranyakasipu in which Hiranyakasipu addresses Prahlada 
in this way: ‘My dear son, association is very important. It acts just like a crystal stone, which will reflect 
anything which is put before it.’ Similarly, if we associate with the flowerlike devotees of the Lord, and if 
our hearts are crystal clear, then certainly the same action will be there. Another example given in this 
connection is that if a man is potent and if a woman is not diseased, then by their conjugation there 
will be conception. In the same way, if the recipient of spiritual knowledge and the deliverer of spiritual 
knowledge are sincere and bona fide, there will be good results.”

Guru Maharaja, the result of your association with Srila Prabhupada is crystal clear, remarkable, astounding, 
and extraordinary. You are the glory of Srila Prabhupada’s love. By completely surrendering yourself to 
Srila Pabhupada, you have conquered his heart which is full of love for Krishna. Guru Maharaja, you are 
for me a living embodiment of pure love as described in text 38 of Brahma-samhita:

premanjana-cchurita-bhakti-vilocanena
santah sadaiva hrdayesu vilokayanti

yam syamasundaram acintya-guna-svarupam
govindam adi-purusam tam aham bhajami

“I worship Govinda, the primeval Lord, who is Syamasundara, Krishna Himself with inconceivable 
innumerable attributes, whom the pure devotees see in their heart of hearts with the eye of devotion 
tinged with the salve of love.”

The attraction that I feel in reading Srila Prabhupada’s book is there in reading your books as well. This 
is not an exaggeration from my side as a disciple but it is a fact. One can write a book but writing with 
so much love is different. I confirm this from the following quote of His Holiness Radhanath Swami, 
“Srila Prabhupada said that his project in Bombay was his heart. We are sincerely grateful to His Holiness 
Giriraj Swami Maharaja for dedicating years of research, writing, and praying to authentically reveal Srila 
Prabhupada’s heart to the world, as only he can do.”

Yes, Guru Maharaja, only you can do it because Srila Prabhupada has entered within your crystal clear 
heart, in the same way as the two Lords entered the heart of Hrdaya Caitanya. That’s why prabhupadati-
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priya: very dear to Srila Prabhupada. In fact your writing is all about Srila Prabhupada’s love. By your 
mercy, Srila Prabhupada’s love has taken the shape of your books which are now available to all of us to 
conquer and relish. And in my heart of hearts, I know whoever constantly associates with those books, 
certainly the same action will be there. Guru Maharaja, you surrendered, you conquered, and now you 
have widely opened Srila Prabhupad’s love to others. Thank you very much.

Moreover, I can also see the result of all those associating with a flowerlike devotee as your good self. I can 
directly see how wonderful my godbrothers and godsisters are. They are devoted to Srila Prabhupada and 
his mission to expand the movement. Many of them are dedicated, leading devotees, serving in different 
ways for many years. They are also loved by others.

Furthermore, I still remember the time when you visited Durban in 2005. Upon entering the Radha-
Radhanath temple, the whole atmosphere was supercharged with Vrindavan atmosphere. Everyone was 
so joyful to the point of embracing each other with love without even knowing each other. By your mercy 
I got a glimpse of Durban as Vrindavan. This was my first experience of what Krishna consciousness is 
and what Srila Prabhupada has readily made available to us.

This also reminds me of Lord Chaitanya passing through the Jharikhanda forest where all different animals 
join Him in chanting the holy name in love with each other. 

Guru Maharaja, your love is so pure and powerful that it drags me, and for the sake of this love I am 
obliged and forced to surrender to you despite my animalistic nature.  Sri Locana Dasa Thakura therefore 
sings, “Pasu pakhi jhure, pasana vidare.”

By your mercy, though I am not qualified, you have deeply touched my stone heart and by your continued 
mercy this will one day or another melt and flow.

Therefore I aspire, I hanker, I beg, I pray, and look forward to your merciful glance to be always upon me 
so that I surrender myself to you and please you more and more.

I am also very grateful to you for your divine association especially through your books.

I strongly desire to hear of Krishna, speak of Krishna, think of Krishna, and assist in preaching about 
Krishna in the mood of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura whose last words were, “We have no 
other desire whatsoever.” Knowing it to be hard work and a farfetched goal. but I have full faith in your 
grace and of this I have no doubt. 

Thus Srila Narottama dasa Thakura sings:

thakura vaisnava-pada, avanira su-sampada
suna bhai hana eka mana

asraya laiya bhaje tare krsna nahi tyaje
ara saba mare akarana

“The lotus feet of the saintly Vaishnavas are the greatest wealth in this world. O my dear brothers! Please 
listen attentively. One who takes shelter of the Vaishnava and worships Lord Krishna, is never forsaken by 
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Lord Krishna. Others die without reason.”

Guru Maharaja, I hereby boldly conclude whoever takes complete shelter of you will both live and die in 
Srila Prabhupada’s love. The alternative is disaster.

Vande guroh sri-caranaravindam.

Srila Giriraja Swami Maharaja ki jaya! Srila Prabhupada ki jaya! Ananta-koti vaisnava-vrnda ki jaya!

Your servants,
Ramachandra dasa and family
Bhaktivedanta Ashram, Montagne Blanche

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble dandavats at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to 
you, Guru Maharaja. 

From the day I met you, Guru Maharaja, even before accepting you, Guru Maharaja, you were always a 
source of inspiration for me. I remember the day when His Grace Bhagavan dasa Prabhu left for the airport, 
almost everyone, mainly the devotees accompanied him. The place was quiet. But, Guru Maharaja, you 
were there. Transcendental to the situation, you gave the Sunday feast lecture. And I was very fortunate 
to be there to hear you speaking. That took place in the White House. You planted the seed of devotion 
in my heart. 

I joined in 1986 to cultivate the seed you planted in my heart and in 1987 you initiated me. From that 
time on, Guru Maharaja trained me how to serve in Krishna consciousness along with chastisement, 
correction, etc. After one year or so you awarded me brahmana initiation. In this connection, when I said 
that I was not qualified, you still accepted me by saying that in the material world to get a post or job one 
has to have a qualification first. But in spiritual life one gets the post first then he qualifies himself later on. 

Another time when we were taking the Deities, Sri Sri Radha-Golokananda, back to the Phoenix temple, 
although Srimati Radharani was small, She did not want to go. After hearing about it you replied, “No, no, 
She must go.” After praying to the deity then She accepted to leave. Then you make a statement, “I never 
ever take the Deities from the devotees.” Some devotees were crying.

In 1991 while serving, you personally asked me to go to Phoenix temple to do deity service and then after 
some minutes you replied, “What do you think if I send you to Bombay?” I replied, “Wow, I will go.” After 
meeting Sriniketan Prabhu, you asked me, “What do you like, do you want to collect and go or you will 
wait for your turn?” I replied I don’t know when my turn will come; I better collect to go. By your mercy, 
I collected within one week and left for Bombay. I remember for my favor you asked me to collect a one-
way ticket and when they need me, they will send me a ticket. I never ever imagined the happiness I got 
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at the time to travel to India.

Guru Maharaja, you are so merciful and caring for me. After almost one month, you bestowed your mercy 
again and asked me, “Are you going to Vrindavan?” I replied, “I don’t know.” Guru Maharaja said, “Yes, 
you must go.” Within one week I was in Vrindavan. 

In Vrindavan, Guru Maharaja gave a seminar on The Nectar of Devotion in (VIHE) for one month. The 
seminar was nectarian and very intense. His Holiness Bhakti Bhrnga Govinda Swami Maharaja was 
attending the class. After the seminar His Holiness Indradyumna Maharaja was looking for the tape 
recorder for the class. 

After the seminar I was supposed to return to Bombay but I found Vrindavan so attractive that I 
approached and asked Guru Maharaja to let me stay in Vrindavan. Guru Maharaja agreed. This is how I 
got the mercy of Guru Maharaja. I ended up staying in Vrindavan for ten months doing Deity worship 
for Sri Sri Krishna-Balaram. 

Within ten months we happen to serve in Srila Prabhupada’s samadhi also for one month. Sundarananda 
Prabhu and I introduced serving caranamrta in Srila Prabhupada’s samadhi. 

Serving in Srila Prabhupada’s samadhi was very, very powerful. At one point Guru Maharaja told me, 
“You are becoming a Vrajavasi.” Guru Maharaja asked me what the plan was. I said the plan was to go back 
to Mauritius after one year. Guru Maharaja said, “Yes, you go back to preach and you come again, you 
learn more, you go back again to preach.” This is an unforgettable moment in my life. Tears are coming 
from my eyes while typing these above words. 

I am surviving because of your mercy upon me. Guru Maharaja, you always care for me. I am very 
thankful and grateful to you, Guru Maharaja, for what you have done for me and you are still continuing 
to help me. I remember when I was in Johannesburg, South Africa, you asked me, “Where are you based?” 
Always caring for me. 

Let me tell you, Guru Maharaja, although you did so much for me, I am very impersonal to you. Two years 
back you awarded me to proceed for sannyasa. I could not believe it. I am so fallen and attached to sense 
gratification plus I have no qualification at all. I am admitting it at your lotus feet.

I am very sure of it. I know very well that you are also aware of it very well. But you still awarded me to 
go for sannyasa. How to explain it and to reconcile it? I don’t understand. But I have one hope; that hope 
is your mercy, and I am sure if I get your mercy, everything and anything is possible. As the verse goes:

mukam karoti vacalam
pangum langhayate girim
yat-krpa tam aham vande
sri-gurum dina-taranam

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, the deliverer of all fallen souls, whose mercy 
turns the dumb into eloquent speakers and enables the lame to cross mountains.”
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And I know well of your merciful nature and I’m sure you will not let me go and will bestow your mercy 
upon me as usual. 

Guru Maharaja, on this auspicious day of your appearance, I am humbly praying at your lotus feet to help 
me get enough strength and conviction to continue to serve the movement to the best of my ability and 
achieve the goal of human life.

I wish you a very happy Vyasa-puja celebration. All glories to you and thank you so much for tolerating 
me and thank you for your very wonderful book, I’ll Build You a Temple - The Juhu Story. 

Hare Krishna. 

I remain your insignificant servant, 
Ram-Vijay dasa

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Hare Krishna.

Please accept my humble obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet on the most auspicious day of your 
Vyasa-puja.

Guru Maharaja, the first time I wrote to you, I explained how I aspired for you through your disciples, and 
hearing this you were very pleased and gave all credit to your disciples. Guru Maharaja, you are so pure 
that you give all credit to your disciples and do not take it for yourself.

Guru Maharaja, you are a person Bhagavatam, completely absorbed in the words of your Guru Maharaja 
and Krishna. 

You gave up your material comfort for the sake of pleasing Srila Prabhupada. 

Guru Maharaja, you are not an ordinary soul; you are selected by the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
and the disciplic succession. 

Guru Maharaja, when I studied your book, I’ll Build You a Temple - The Juhu Story which is post post 
graduate, I realized how you are stuck to Srila Prabhupada’s instructions without any mental concoction. 
This is the secret of your advancement in Krishna consciousness. 

Srila Prabhupada has empowered you, Guru Maharaja. Please, Guru Maharaja, I humbly beg for your 
mercy so that I too will try to the best of my ability to obey your orders.

I feel very fortunate to be a disciple of such a mahatma like you, Guru Maharaja. To overcome this material 
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life one must connect with a mahatma who is very rare and accept him as one’s Guru Maharaja. 

Please empower me, Guru Maharaja, to sing your glories. 

Hare Krishna.

I remain eternally indebted to you, Guru Maharaja.

Your servant of you servant,
Sacidulal dasa

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 

My Gurudeva, you are full of amazing transcendental qualities and successes. You have been spreading 
Krishna consciousness so gloriously to each and every soul. All the devotees are revived by your precious 
association that you are giving through Zoom and Facebook in this difficult time of Covid.

By glorifying and remembering you, I experience a constant feeling of gratitude towards Srila Prabhupada 
who gave us the most valuable gift in the form of Your Divine Grace. I specially would like to thank you 
for your marvelous book, I’ll Build You a Temple. Again, thank you so much for everything you have done 
for the pleasure of Srila Prabhupada.

Your insignificant servant,
Samba dasa
Sri Krishna Balarama Mandir, Bon Accueil

Hare Krishna Maharaja,

All glories to Srila Prabhupada. I bow down upon your feet. Please accept my humble obeisances. 

I hope you are fine and doing well. I would like to thank you for accepting me as your disciple. I pray with 
all my heart that Lord Krishna keeps you healthy forever. 

Hare Krishna. Your servant,
Sanyasi Yudhir
Bhaktivedanta Ashram, Montagne,
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namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisance at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada.

On the most auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, it gives me great pleasure to write a few words of 
appreciation.

Quote from Sri Krishna Kathamrita:

vina bhavet kim hari-dasa-varya
padasrayam bhaktir atah srayami

yam eva sa prema nijesayoh sri
govardhano me disatam abhistam

Translation:

“Without taking shelter of Giriraja as the best of Krishna’s devotees one cannot obtain the love he himself 
possesses. Therefore, I strive for that shelter. May Govardhan Hill fulfil my desire and grant me love of his 
two masters, Radha and Krishna.”

Guru Maharaja, you are the embodiment of love, compassion, humility, tolerance, and pure devotional 
service, having learnt this craft from Srila Prabhupada himself.

Sri Giriraja Govardhana and Srimati Radharani are like a storehouse of mercy and Krishna prema, and 
Your Divine Grace, being a staunch follower of these two great devotees, has these qualities in abundance. 
These are manifested through Zoom classes and Japa Sanga where you are distributing and making 
available your powerful association which nourishes our soul. Chanting japa and hearing Krishna katha 
from Your Divine Grace is even more relishing than a musical embellishment, which enters the heart and 
purifies the mind and senses.

Guru Maharaja, Shakespeare quite rightly quotes that, “Music is the food of love,” but I would go far to say 
that, “Guru Maharaja’s lecture is food for the soul.”

I dedicate my favourite verse for you, Guru Maharaja, spoken by the gopis of Vrindavan:

barhapidam nata-vara-vapuh karnayoh karnikaram
bibhrad vasah kanaka-kapisam vaijayantim ca malam
randhran venor adhara-sudhayapurayan gopa-vrndair
vrndaranyam sva-pada-ramanam pravisad gita-kirtih
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“Wearing a peacock-feather ornament upon His head, blue karnikara flowers on His ears, a yellow garment 
as brilliant as gold, and the Vaijayanti garland, Lord Krishna exhibited His transcendental form as the 
greatest of dancers as He entered the forest of Vrndavana, beautifying it with the marks of His footprints. 
He filled the holes of His flute with the nectar of His lips, and the cowherd boys sang His glories.” (SB 
10.21.5)

Guru Maharaja, the Supreme Lord Sri Krishna, was expert in all fields of activities, right from His way of 
dressing, master in enacting beautiful pastimes with the gopis and sakhas, He dances like a gazelle, but 
above all, He excelled in the art of playing His flute, and almost all living entities were captivated, and they 
lose their coordination by the sweet melody coming from His flutes.

Guru Maharaja, a few weeks before I heard one of your godsisters say that you possess the art of perfection 
and who besides Srila Prabhupada is testament to your tremendous service you have rendered for ISKCON? 
Srila Prabhupada entrusted you with the most important service as trustee of the BBT and the magnum 
opus of the ISKCON project, the building of the Juhu Mumbai temple project, which you completed 
as an offering to Srila Prabhupada. Recently, I also heard about Guru Maharaja’s accomplishment from 
His Grace Ramesvara Prabhu who said that in 1972 that His Divine Grace topped the book distribution 
marathon.

Guru Maharaja, you are also a master in the art of describing Srila Prabhupada’s beautiful pastimes time 
and again, and what to speak of your inspiring lectures and how you relate your experiences with Srila 
Prabhupada.

I’ll Build You a Temple is like a treasure filled with sweet and beautiful interactions with Srila Prabhupada. 
Guru Maharaja, you are a living inspiration for your godbrothers, disciples, and aspiring disciples. I thank 
Sri Radha-Golokananda a million times for sending Your Divine Grace in my life and I remain eternally 
indebted for inspiring me to do nice service for Their Lordships.

Guru Maharaja, you have so many divine qualities that I could go on describing, but we are bound by 
the influence of kala (time), but I will end, Guru Maharaja, by saying, “Just like Srila Prabhupada is your 
perfect spiritual master, similarly Guru Maharaja, you are my most perfect spiritual master.

I take this opportunity to wish Your Divine Grace a happy Vyasa-puja and many more to come.
I remain your menial servant trying to remain at the dust of your lotus feet.

Shyama Kishore dasa, Syama Manjari, Tulsidas and Vrinda
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namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namaste sarasvate deve gaura vani pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet and all glories to Srila Prabhupada.

I wish you a very happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja. Thank you very much, Guru Maharaja, for accepting 
me as your disciple. Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for the beautiful gift that you gave us—your book. 
Although I can’t understand too much of English, my little daughter explains it to me later, and sometimes 
tears come into my eyes, knowing how much effort you put into preaching. This gives us the determination 
to preach more and more. Also, I get your association daily by doing japa with you and get to see your 
wonderful smile which melts my heart.

Once again, happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja.

Your servant,
Siromani Radhika dasi

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
This year, for your Vyasa-puja, I have been reflecting on what does “to have a personal relationship with 
my spiritual master” mean to me. While doing so, I came across an inspiring analogy from nature that 
encourages me to feel our connection despite being physically apart. It also highlights your most merciful 
and compassionate nature.

According to the dictionary, “personal” refers to that which concerns an individual. It is private and 
intimate, and is conducted in a direct way, without the intervention of another.

Therefore, first, to have a personal relationship with you means that you consider my individual 
temperament and nature. Throughout my years in Krishna consciousness, I feel that you have always 
dealt with me in this way, especially when you give me personal instructions and encourage me to pursue 
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services that have been natural for me. You have never forced me into anything that was against my 
nature and have felt uncomfortable with. Rather, you have always inspired me through your own personal 
example. 

Guru Maharaja, when I contemplate the words “dignity,” “respect,” “value for all life,” “empathy,” and 
“compassion,” I find that you embody all these qualities. You have always made me feel valued, welcomed, 
and cared for, and for this I am truly thankful. In this regard, you have given me space to be honest and 
open with you. What is more, is that your non-judgmental approach has made me feel very protected. 
Never have you hurried me to make spiritual progress, but rather you have adopted an approach of 
nurture. You can do this because you are patient. All this makes you a perfect caregiver!

The analogy which I would like to share is the one about how trees in a forest secretly communicate with 
one another.

We all know a forest is made up of individual trees, and that, at first glance, it appears that each tree stands 
alone. Each is fending for itself while competing with other trees for sunlight. However, scientists have 
discovered that this is not the case, for trees are co-dependent on one another for their survival.

Living within the ground, in a symbiotic relationship with tree roots, are fungi. These fungi spread in a 
lattice-like network formation throughout the soil. These fine fibers, known as mycelium, is what connects 
trees in a forest together, and enables them to communicate. This phenomenon is known as the “The 
Wood Wide Web”! It is through this network that trees share valuable resources such as nutrients and 
water, and even warn each other about potential dangers.

Now, what is most fascinating is that the tallest and oldest tree in a forest, known as the mother tree, 
is responsible for the survival of the younger and weaker trees found in shaded areas. As she will be 
receiving most of the sunlight, and through the process of photosynthesis, she will be producing most of 
the sugars necessary for growth. These sugars will be transported from her through this fungi network to 
the more vulnerable trees. It is quite amazing to think that all this is going on underground and that we 
cannot perceive it from the surface.

While reflecting on this, I thought of how I am like a young, weak, and vulnerable tree in the shadows 
of the dark forest of material existence. You, Guru Maharaja, are like the mother tree, basking in the rays 
of compassion, emanating from the spiritual world. I am connected to you via a fine network of sadhana 
practices, such as hearing, chanting, and remembering, as well as through service and association. The 
functioning of this intrinsic network cannot be seen externally as it occurs deep within the heart. It is 
through this medium that you bestow your causeless compassion upon me.

According to Joan Halifax, true compassion is the capacity to see into the nature of suffering, and to aspire 
to transform suffering. It is sometimes compared to sunlight for it does not discriminate as it shines on all 
things. Such is the nature of your compassion, Guru Maharaja!

With regards to this analogy, I imagine myself as a beggar holding out a tin bowl with outstretched arms, 
longing to be noticed by passersby. While I sit stationed in one area, weeds are growing around me. But 
despite this, my roots are growing too, and they are burrowing deeply within the soil. The deeper they 
grow, the deeper I explore, and what seems like a dark tunnel now bears a glimmer of hope, for I start to 
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notice this network of fine filaments that extend far and wide connecting us together. I start to feel your 
presence, and then I realize that we are connected in a spiritual relationship, one that is most sacred, 
confidential, and personal.

The perception of despair, neglect, and abandonment blossoms into feelings of being maintained, 
nurtured, and conserved. These flowers will surely turn into fruits that will be distributed. Fruits of gentle 
compassion!

Thank you, for being my spiritual master!

Your most fallen daughter,
Srimati dasi
Phoenix

Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,

Please accept our most humble obeisance at your lotus feet. All glories to you. All glories to Srila 
Prabhupada. 

Happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja. May Lord Sri Krishna bless you with good health and long life so we 
may get your association more and more.

We always pray to Sri Sri Radha-Krishna for your good health. We feel very blessed to be connected with 
the guru-parampara through you. We have no qualifications but it is only by your causeless mercy that we 
are part of ISKCON. 

We are learning from you how to love our subordinates and to maintain good association and relations 
with fellow devotees by seeing people around us as Krishna’s children. By seeing people around us as 
Krishna’s children we feel we all belong to the same family and our love and care extends to them also. 
We feel that they should also come to Krishna consciousness. We try to preach to them about Krishna 
consciousness. Some people show interest and appreciate us for our good behavior, and when they do so, 
we remember you because we learned from you how to love and care for others. 

We feel that we are loved by Lord Sri Krishna. Lord Sri Krishna and Srimati Radharani are happy with us. 

When we look at Srila Prabhupada and your photo at our home, we feel you both are happy with us and 
looking at us very lovingly. We are very happy to be with ISKCON and devotees. 

Srila Prabhupada blesses us with the association of devotees. Now we are getting some seva at the 
local temple also. This is all because of your mercy. One year back we were crying for seva and devotee 
association. Now we are always with devotees. 
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Guru Maharaja, we have a desire to give our house to the nama-hatta devotees in Baripada, Mayurbhanj, 
Odisha for a preaching center. They are preaching at our native place. If we have your permission, can we 
do so?

Everything auspicious happening in our life is due to your mercy. Please bless us so we can be instruments 
to serve Srila Prabhupada and you in spreading Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga’s mission.

Your aspiring servants, 
Sriniketan das, Sushila Radha dasi, Neelamdhav Behera

My dearmost Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Happy Vyasa-puja!

Guru Maharaja, you are an ocean of pure and perfect qualities—amongst which are your humility, 
sweetness, compassion, perfect speech, and your dedication to serving Srila Prabhupada. 

His Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaja says, “When we associate with devotees, we slowly, slowly get to 
know about their great qualities, and thus we give up our envious nature.” 

I pray that by taking your association, I can learn how to become a devotee from your example, and as 
Srila Prabhupada said, “Elevation is possible in Krishna consciousness in the association of pure devotees 
who can deliver one from delusion.”

Guru Maharaja, although I have not had any of your personal association yet, by hearing from you and 
reading your books, you mercifully allow us to have your  association.

Your transcendental association inspires me deeply and helps me so much in my life. I remember when I 
was struggling with my health you told me that, “The Hare Krishna mantra is bhavausadhi—the panacea 
for all material disease.” Your words and instructions hold a very special place in my heart and I hope that 
one day I may render pleasing service to you. 

I am very grateful for all your merciful support and encouragement. I am unable to comprehend my good 
fortune to have your care and love.

Dear Guru Maharaja, I am very fallen but your association is so pure that it has such a deep impact on my 
stone-like heart. I am always anticipating the day I will get to personally serve you.

I usually fall short of words but I can just go on and on for a long time glorifying your magnanimous self 
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and my gratitude for your merciful sidelong glance upon me. I pray that by associating with Your Divine 
Grace I may become purified and serve you.

I love you with all my heart, Guru Maharaja.

Your insignificant servant,
Sri Radha Kripa Kataksha dasi

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Sri Sri Radha-Golokananda. 
All glories to Sri Sri Pancha-tattva. All glories to our savior Srila Prabhupada! All glories to Your Divine 
Grace.

On this auspicious day of your appearance, I, including my mother and my family, would like to take this 
opportunity to humbly submit a few words of glorification in the dust of your lotus feet.

Through the following verse, by the grace of our spiritual master, we are able to make spiritual advancement 
and are connected to the Supreme Lord Krishna through the parampara system.

yasya deve para bhaktir
yatha-deve tatha gurau

tasyaite kathita hy arthah
prakasante mahatmanah

“Only unto those great souls who have implicit faith in both the Lord and the spiritual master are all the 
imports of Vedic knowledge automatically revealed.” (Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.23)

tyaktva su-dustyaja-surepsita-rajya-laksmim
dharmistha arya-vacasa yad agad aranyam
maya-mrgam dayitayepsitam anvadhavad

vande maha-purusa te caranaravindam

“O Maha-purusa, I worship Your lotus feet. You gave up the association of the goddess of fortune and all 
her opulence, which is most difficult to renounce and is hankered after by even the great demigods. Being 
the most faithful follower of the path of religion, you thus left for the forest in obedience to a brahmana’s 
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Dear Srila Giriraja Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. 

I admire your humbleness, simplicity, and unlimited love you have for Srila Prabhupada and Lord 
Krishna. You are among the topmost dear devotees of the Lord, preaching and delivering many fallen 
souls, sometimes not even caring for yourself. 

Maharaja, l pray to Lord Krishna to give me the opportunity to become your disciple in the near future.

Aspiring to become a surrendered soul at your divine lotus feet,
Bhakta Subiraj (elder brother of Samba dasa)

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girijaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhktebhyas catma-dayine

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

Guru Maharaja, we always face difficulties finding words and phrases to glorify your divine personality. 
On this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, we humbly request you to accept our sincere gratitude for 
allowing us to stay at your lotus feet.

Due to our ignorance, we were searching for honey in the thorny material world. Fortunately, by the 
mercy of the Supreme Lord, we received your mercy - showing us the path to Godhead. Thousands of 
thanks to you.

We can also understand that you are chosen one by Lord Caitanya to appear on this planet to be part of 
Srila Prabhupada mission. There is no doubt about it. This is your transcendental position. All glories to 
you, Guru Maharaja.

Without your grace we cannot understand Krishna. Who on earth can be so merciful as you. All glories 
to You. Our life being just like a blinking of an eye, we are praying at your lotus feet to please bless us to 
stay at your lotus feet serving the devotees. All glories to You.

Yours always at your lotus feet,
Sudama Dasa, Lilavati Devi Dasi
Goodlands 
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curse. Out of sheer mercifulness You chased after the fallen conditioned souls, who are always in pursuit 
of the false enjoyment of illusion, and at the same time engaged in searching out Your own desired object, 
Lord Syamasundara.” (SB 11.5.34)

Guru Maharaja, you are renunciation personified as you gave up all material comforts and you had utmost 
faith in Srila Prabhupada and left everything to surrender to Krishna, exhibiting your wonderful and 
amazing qualities. During one of your Zoom classes you mentioned that in the five minute interaction 
with Srila Prabhupada, you have learnt the most than during all these years of academic achievement. 
Guru Maharaja, being educated is one thing but using your erudite knowledge through the medium of 
the scriptures is laudable. 

Guru Maharaja, you possess the opulence of perfection in studying the scriptures and apply them 
practically. I am really awestruck with your sense of astuteness, quoting beautiful quotations from Srila 
Prabhupada’s lectures. It shows your dedication and surrender to your spiritual master.

Guru Maharaja, by surrendering myself at the dust of your lotus feet, I am confident that I have stepped 
in the right direction on the path of bhakti with Srila Prabhupada as the captain of the ship, and through 
the expert guidance of Guru Maharaja to the abode of Lord Sri Krishna, Goloka Vrindavan.

Guru Maharaja, we gather from the Bhagavad-gita that just by studying the scriptures, we can’t attain 
spiritual knowledge; we have to study the sastra under the careful guidance of a spiritual master. O, my 
spiritual master, please cast your causeless mercy upon this conditioned soul so that we can cut down the 
knot of material attachment by the sword of spiritual knowledge.

Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for your continued guidance and support through email, Zoom lectures and 
Japa Sanga. Your valuable guidance has given us great courage and support to manage our daily spiritual 
life especially during COVID-19 with little sadhu-sanga. We pray at your divine lotus feet to always have 
your shelter.

Guru Maharaja, we pray for your good health for preaching Krishna consciousness all over the world and 
to continue the mission of Srila Prabhupada.

Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for giving me the beautiful gift by initiating me, giving me the wonderful 
blessing during my entire existence in this material world.

I thank the mentors and mentees of the GRS Sangas and my family for their contribution and support in 
my spiritual journey.

Your most insignificant disciple desiring shelter at the dust of your lotus feet.

Subhadra Sundari dasi
Royal Road Grand-Bay
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Dearest sweet Guru Maharaja,

Hare Krishna. 

Please accept my humble and respectful obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet on this most auspicious 
day of your Vyasa-puja. 

Happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja.

All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
      
By your mercy, I have come to know more about Srila Prabhupada’s pastimes and the philosophy of 
Krishna consciousness. 

As you are fond of eating rasagullas, on this special Vyasa-puja day, I will prepare some for you. Guru 
Maharaja, I pray for your good health during this Covid pandemic. 

Hare Krishna.

Your  disciple,
Sundaree devi dasi

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namaste sarasvate deve gaura vani pracharine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Please accept my prostrated obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to our beloved Guru 
Maharaja. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

I am eternally indebted to you as you have showered me with your inconceivable causeless mercy of 
unlimited profound love of Krishna and his dear devotees.
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By accepting me as your spiritual daughter, you have taken unlimited sins accumulated over millions of 
lives. I have no idea how all this fortune has come to me to be part of this glorious and wonderful family.

Please, Guru Maharaja, give me the strength to follow your divine instructions with faith and conviction. 
Please bless me that I can properly follow your footsteps, mold my life according to the examples you set.

Your servant,
Sundari Radhika dasi

My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances.

Hare Krishna.

You are the darling son of Srila Prabhupada. You are unique. You have bestowed your mercy upon me so 
that I have been able to cross difficult situations in my life. 

You are so far away yet near to my heart. You are my only shelter. You are my only savior. Please bless me 
so that I can continue the rest of my life in bliss in Krishna consciousness.
 
Hare  Krishna, Guru Maharaja.
 
Your fallen servant,
Surangi
Quatre Bornes

nama om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale
srimate srila giriraja-svamin iti namine

My dear Guru Maharaja, 

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to His Divine Grace 
Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace.

Today I happily utter the following words: All glories to Srila Giriraj swami’s avirbhava in this material 
world. Jaya. All glories to the day Srila Giriraj Swami heard about Srila Prabhupada in 1969. Jaya. All 
glories to the day Srila Giriraj Swami received his diksa letter and beads from Srila Prabhupada in Boston. 
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Jaya. All glories to the day Srila Giriraj obtained sannyasa in 1978. Jaya. All glories to the day Srila Giriraj 
Swami set his lotus feet on the land of Mauritius. Jaya. 

Guru Maharaja,

Hare Krishna. I love the  day when I saw Your Divine Grace for the first time in 1988. My good fortune 
cannot be measured. 

“The lotus feet of our spiritual master are the only way by which we can attain pure devotional service. I 
bow down to your lotus feet with great awe and reverence.” (Sri Guru Vandana) My dear Lord, your two 
lotus feet are so beautiful that they appear like two blossoming petals of the lotus flower which grows in 
the autumn season. “I bathe them with pure milk and honey and water and sprinkle the amrita on my 
head.” I pray that the darshan of your lotus feet wash the mud stains of Kali from my consciousness.

I pray to eternally engage in the service of Your Divine Grace, an uttama-adhikari. Tandera carane sevi 
bhakta-sane vasa/ janame janame haya, ei abhilasa.

Usha Lutchman

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

Our dear and most respected eternal father,

Please accept our most respectful obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to Srila 
Prabhupada. We wish you a very happy Vyasa-puja.

Dear Guru Maharaja, you are the supreme teacher who always teaches us all by perfect example, and the 
words emanated from your lotus mouth are always sources of inspiration for us. Thank you so much for 
the extremely wonderful book you have so painstakingly written entitled: I’ll Build You a Temple, which is 
so inspiring that one wants to read it again and again. By looking at the front cover I was highly impressed 
by seeing you with Srila Prabhupada and other devotees. As a very young devotee at that time, you looked 
so simple, so determined, so pure, and so dedicated to Srila Prabhupada. The book is really so captivating, 
so enlivening, and extremely interesting.

The hardships that the devotees and you at that time faced in realizing the Juhu project is unimaginable. I 
learnt how the mosquitoes were eating the devotees alive at that time. The relentless determination of the 
devotees at that time in executing the instructions of Srila Prabhupada is unbelievable. I learnt that you 
could even give your life to Srila Prabhupada if it was needed. It is obvious that your degree of surrender 



232

to Srila Prabhupada cannot be questioned. This wonderful book is really meant to be treasured by one 
and all because it is written by a person who is a diamond and one who is 100 percent surrendered to Srila 
Prabhupada.

Dear Guru Maharaja, your degree of tolerance is inconceivable. As I read through the pages of the book, 
I’ll Build You a Temple, I came to know that while you were in charge of the Juhu project in Bombay, a 
devotee spat on your face because you could not give him the required money for a project in the Juhu 
land due to financial crisis. You just wiped your face and tolerated the situation. You did not say anything 
to that devotee because he was also dear to Srila Prabhupada. This high degree of tolerance on your part 
is really unimaginable.

I can say with firm conviction that you are not of this material world but you are from the spiritual 
world and you came to this material world to assist Srila Prabhupada in preaching Krishna consciousness 
throughout the whole world.

When I was initiated by you, I was given the name Vaishnava dasa, which means the servant of the 
Vaishnavas. Please give me a drop of your mercy so that I always serve the devotees indiscriminately. I 
wish to thank all the devotees who have been helping me tremendously in my spiritual life.

Please keep on guiding us in our service and allow us to capture the essence of Krishna consciousness. 
Kindly bless us with the capacity of being loving and collaborative with one another, and with the 
intelligence required to spread the message of Srila Prabhupada widely and efficiently in Mauritius.

From the depths of our hearts we thank you for everything you have done for us and we sincerely wish 
you a very long life. Thank you so much for your love and care.

From your servants,
Vaishnava dasa, Padmavati devi dasi, Giri Govardhan and Kaisori devi 
Montagne Blanche

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories 
to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to this very auspicious day of your appearance.

Today is another opportunity to offer our gratitude for everything you do for us. We remain eternally indebted 
to the dust of that lotus feet that has and continues inspiring us in our Krishna consciousness. 

As I sit here, trying to write this offering, I am still in Carpinteria, very grateful to be of some personal service. 
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Lessons learned in your service:

One day you had three Zoom calls, after which you took prasada. As I was watching you from the kitchen 
honoring prasada, I felt so happy within my heart to be able to serve you in such an insignificant way. You 
give your every bit of energy in the service of others. You give your time to whoever is in need. You defeat 
time. Thank you for allowing me to do some service.

Another day, I sent you the menu and since there were lots of sweets that devotees had sent, I asked you 
if I should still make sweets. You told me not to. I thought that you would honor those sweets more. At 
the end of the meal, you said that you will not have sweets. You are teaching me that as a disciple, my duty 
was to make a fresh one. Out of humility you never expect anything from us. Another lesson learned in 
your service. 

Just by observing you, we learned a lot. Another day, after you took prasada, you saw Radhe-Radhe’s little 
jacket lying on the floor. We all passed by it and did nothing. You picked it up and placed it by the door. I 
watched with awe while you were picking up her little jacket with so much respect. My lessons along the 
road in your personal service.

After taking prasada, you would come to the kitchen and thank me for the prasada. I was just thinking, 
how out of your kindness, you accept whatever we prepare for you, and you always show gratitude for our 
insignificant service. You are quietly teaching us by your own example. Another lesson learned in your 
service.

Once you told me that, by cooking for you, I am being trained to cook for Krishna one day. One devotee 
told me that cooking for you takes more time, energy, and intensity than cooking for Krishna. That made 
me think that the reason we do not feel that much pressure, because, due to our conditional state of 
consciousness, we do not see the deities as persons and we do not get direct feedback from Them. Whereas 
cooking for you requires so much focus, intensity, and the right frame of mind. We know that by tasting 
what we cook, you know where the consciousness is! By giving us this opportunity of service, you are 
training us how to serve Krishna one day.

suddha-bhakata-carana-renu bhajana-anukula
bhakata-seva, parama-siddhi prema-latikara-mula

“The dust of the lotus feet of pure devotees, enthusiastic devotional service, and service to the pure 
devotees of the highest order are the roots of the creeper of devotion.”

You are trying to bring us to another level in our Krishna consciousness, drawing that spontaneity from 
our hearts, going beyond our conditioned state of mind, and grooming us so that we are ready to serve 
Radha-Krishna one day.

I pray that you continue to wake us up from our deep sleep so that we may continue to stay awake to the 
path of devotional service. Thank you for giving me the opportunity of personal service.
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Thakura Vaisnava Pada

“O brother, please hear my words with rapt attention. The lotus feet of the Vaisnavas are the most valuable 
treasure of this world. These Vaishnavas continually take shelter of Lord Krishna and worship Him. They 
never abandon their Lord. They are liberated. They are free from the cycle of birth and death.

“The water that has washed the lotus feet of the Vaisnavas bestows devotional service in pure love of God. 
Nothing else is as effective for attaining this divine love. I place dust from the lotus feet of the Vaisnavas 
upon my head. I wear no other ornaments.

“The purifying power of the waters at the various holy places of pilgrimage is described in the Puranas, 
although this is something of a deceptive trick. Actually there is not anything as purifying as the water 
that has washed the lotus feet of the Vaisnavas. This water fulfills all desires.

“Moment after moment my mind finds pleasure in the association of the Vaishnavas. I always seek out the 
company of those who are devoted to Lord Krishna. Poor-hearted Narottama dasa breaks down and cries. 
How has this fallen condition come upon me?”

I am very fortunate, Guru Maharaja, to have you in my life despite all my disqualifications. Your mercy is 
truly causeless.  

All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Your eternally grateful servant,
Vrajesvari dasi

Hare Krishna my dear spiritual father,

Please accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine grace. All glories to 
Srila Prabhupada.

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale 
prabhupadati-priya-sri girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
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(jaya) sri-krsna-caitanya prabhu nityananda
sri-advaita gadadhara srivasadi-gaura-bhakta-vrnda

My dear spiritual father,

I am unlimitedly eternally indebted to you as you have showered me your inconceivable causeless mercy 
of unlimited profound love of Krishna and His dear devotees.

I have started taking very small baby steps in my spiritual journey. I have a long way to go and am not 
even qualified to offer my thanks to you, as I’m still a fool. I have not read enough of your writings to be 
qualified to thank you, but the little that I have read has impacted me positively.

This year has been the luckiest for me as Krishna graced me with a second birth, a magnificent spiritual 
master like you, and I feel blessed by being under your shelter.  The moment you gave me my spiritual 
name and my beads, tears brimmed in my eyes with joy. This is the greatest gift I could receive ,so precious 
is the Hare Krishna maha-mantra and “YOU,” my dear Gurudeva.

I wonder how foolishly I would have spent my life if I didn’t have your mercy in the form of devotees who 
gave me a glimpse of Krishna consciousness.

Thank you always for distributing the mercy of Lord Nityananda and Lord Gauranga to me and all over 
the world.

Nothing is hidden from you; you know how fallen a soul I am and how bewildered I was in search of the 
true knowledge until you came into our life with your causeless mercy. My whole life changed after that. 
The jewels in the form of scriptures with proper understanding became part of my life.

Instead of pulling the burden of life, now it is replaced with pulling the cart of Lord Jagannatha. Due to 
your mercy, things are in the right direction, still the struggle is on to perfect life. Progress is slow but 
a sense of satisfaction is there that someday the goal of life will be achieved. You, being my ocean of 
knowledge, amaze me every time you answer the call of all devotees in distress and in quest of knowledge. 

On the auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I attempted to glorify and thank you with some shallow words. 
I have absolutely no qualification or competence. All that I have and always long for is your mercy. You are 
magnanimous and have very mercifully presented the gift of harinama to insignificant and useless souls 
like me, and yet I have no taste for it.

Please forgive me as your child if I err, and please be always with me forever.

I love you beyond imagination, my dear Spiritual Father.

Yours most fallen servant,
Vrinda Sundari dasi
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The Power of the

Mantra
The power of 

the mantra 
is such that 
even if the mind 
wanders, the 
influence of the 
transcendental 
sound purifies 
one’s heart 
and one makes 
progress.

Giriraj Swami, Why do good things 
happen to bad people?
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South Africa
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Dearest Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

How can I begin to describe your compassion and mercy to me from the time my Guru Maharaja, Srila 
Krishna Das Swami, left this world? You have given me shelter in the most difficult times and thus I feel 
so protected by you. Your profound lectures give me great satisfaction and peace of mind. Your smile 
enchants us. You can melt anyone's heart. 

Thank you for your causeless mercy, support, love, and care during the unrest in South Africa. You even 
video called Yamuna and me when we were in distress. Your kind words and encouragement gave us 
strength and made us feel protected. I cannot express my gratitude enough for your care and compassion 
to this struggling soul. 

Thank you for always praying for me and giving me hope to reach the goal of life. I am dependent on your 
mercy and the mercy of the Vaishnavas.

Praying at your lotus feet on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja,

Your grateful servant,
Ananga Manjari dasi
Durban

Various gurus you tried to find 
None of them were sound in mind

By Krishna’s mercy Srila Prabhupada you found 
At the university his talk indeed profound

He fulfilled your quest
As per your request 

He was your Master perfect to convince
And no turning back ever since. 

Not long thereafter he gave you harinama initiation
You always chant Hare Krishna with full faith and inspiration

So much submission and service you have shown
Surely to ISKCON Society this was well known
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Srila Prabhupada gave you the instruction 
To engage in the Juhu Temple construction 

It was not easy with so much struggle 
By Krishna’s holy name you overcame the battle 

Just for Radha-Rasabihari a beautiful temple 
So that the whole world could come, pray, and assemble. 

Your Vyasa-puja offering to Srila Prabhupada was inspiring
Thus he encouraged you to begin writing 

Many books too numerous to mention you have thus published
Srila Prabhupada’s desire and your goal was accomplished

At VIHE the Nectar of  Devotion you taught
Many devotees’ hearts you lovingly caught

On Vrindavan parikrama, wonderful Krishna pastimes you and Tamal Krishna Maharaja narrated
This was so interesting and kept all the devotees rapt and captivated

In various ways you have given the world so much love and association
Certainly we will always remain indebted and show our kind appreciation

I am such a goat trying to be poet
rolling in the grass.

Atma Priya dasi and Rasaraj dasa
Durban

Our prodigious and exhilarative Guru Maharaja,

Please accept our palpable obeisances unto your specifically treasured and memorable Vyasa-puja day on 
which we dismantle all other material hankerings, yearning diligently to focus upon total remembrances 
upon your divine self. Herein we jointly thank you for enchantedly showering sac-cid-ananda upon us, 
the fallen disciples of Kali-yuga.

Guru Maharaja, our collective appreciation, though of a limited capacity due to our constrictive buddhi, 
cannot adequately glorify in this shrunken lifetime. Vedic scriptures elucidate attachment to guru’s 
instructions and tailored guidance and is strictly not the subject of metaphor or analogy as you are the 
best in all categories of spirituality. Your panegyric presentations cure spiritual amnesia.
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Your book, I’ll Build You a Temple, upended an understanding of the stark reality of triumphant struggle 
to serve your most loveable spiritual master His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedenta Prabhupada with 
predominant skill. This platform for laudable expression positions you as primus inter pares for the 
enormity of your zeal. Your inexhaustive pure heart is always steadfastly attached to the devotional service 
to Srila Prabhupada who liberally presented Krishna consciousness, the postgraduate study of all religions, 
with allied chanting that encircled the whole world.

In Adi Purana the Lord states, “O Partha, those who behave as My direct devotees I do not consider my 
devotees; those who are devoted to My devotees, however, I consider most devoted to Me.”

Guru Maharaja, you always stated that non-material consciousness is the ultimate goal to aspire for at all 
cost. Rigorous service to you without attachment to personal glories is our prerogative.

Guru Maharaja, may your Vyasa-puja be the beacon of hope and spiritual advancement for all.

Your eternally bound fledgling servants,
Bhagavata Seva dasa, Prema Bhakti devi dasi, Bhakta Visvanath
Durban

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

Translation:

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto Srila Giriraj Swami, who is very dear to Lord Krishna on this earth, 
having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

“He is loved by Srila Prabhupada and is an expert speaker and knower of sastra. He is fixed in sadhana and 
has given his life in service to Radha-Rasabihari and the devotees.”

Dearest Guru Maharaja, may Your Divine Grace please accept our sincere and respectful obeisances at 
your lotus feet. All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada. All glories to our guru-parampara and 
respectful obeisances to all the wonderful devotees of Sri Sri Radha-Krishna.

May we begin by sincerely thanking Your Divine Grace for your kind availability of your association 
during these trying times that we are all experiencing. Without a doubt we could not be able to contain 
our sanity without your kind request to abide by your instructions.

vita-raga-bhaya-krodha man-maya mam upasritah
bahavo jñana-tapasa puta mad-bhavam agatah
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Being freed from attachment, fear and anger, being fully absorbed in Me and taking refuge in Me, many, 
many persons in the past became purified by knowledge of Me — and thus they all attained transcendental 
love for Me. (Gita 4.10)

PURPORT

As described above, it is very difficult for a person who is too materially affected to understand the personal 
nature of the Supreme Absolute Truth. Generally, people who are attached to the bodily conception of 
life are so absorbed in materialism that it is almost impossible for them to understand how the Supreme 
can be a person. Such materialists cannot even imagine that there is a transcendental body which is 
imperishable, full of knowledge and eternally blissful. In the materialistic concept, the body is perishable, 
full of ignorance and completely miserable. Therefore, people in general keep this same bodily idea in 
mind when they are informed of the personal form of the Lord. For such materialistic men, the form of the 
gigantic material manifestation is supreme. Consequently they consider the Supreme to be impersonal. 
And because they are too materially absorbed, the conception of retaining the personality after liberation 
from matter frightens them. When they are informed that spiritual life is also individual and personal, 
they become afraid of becoming persons again, and so they naturally prefer a kind of merging into the 
impersonal void. Generally, they compare the living entities to the bubbles of the ocean, which merge into 
the ocean. That is the highest perfection of spiritual existence attainable without individual personality. 
This is a kind of fearful stage of life, devoid of perfect knowledge of spiritual existence. Furthermore there 
are many persons who cannot understand spiritual existence at all. Being embarrassed by so many theories 
and by contradictions of various types of philosophical speculation, they become disgusted or angry and 
foolishly conclude that there is no supreme cause and that everything is ultimately void. Such people are 
in a diseased condition of life. Some people are too materially attached and therefore do not give attention 
to spiritual life, some of them want to merge into the supreme spiritual cause, and some of them disbelieve 
in everything, being angry at all sorts of spiritual speculation out of hopelessness. This last class of men 
take to the shelter of some kind of intoxication, and the resultant hallucinations are sometimes accepted 
as spiritual vision. One has to get rid of all three stages of attachment to the material world: negligence of 
spiritual life, fear of a spiritual personal identity, and the conception of void that arises from frustration 
in life. To get free from these three stages of the material concept of life, one has to take complete shelter 
of the Lord, guided by the bona fide spiritual master, and follow the disciplines and regulative principles 
of devotional life. The last stage of the devotional life is called bhava, or transcendental love of Godhead.

According to Bhakti-rasamrita-sindhu (1.4.15-16), the science of devotional service:

adau sraddha tatah sadhu-sańgo ’tha bhajana-kriya
tato ’nartha-nivrittih syat tato nishtha rucis tatah
athasaktis tato bhavas tatah premabhyudancati

sadhakanam ayam premnah pradurbhave bhavet kramah

“In the beginning one must have a preliminary desire for self-realization. This will bring one to the stage of 
trying to associate with persons who are spiritually elevated. In the next stage one becomes initiated by an 
elevated spiritual master, and under his instruction the neophyte devotee begins the process of devotional 
service. By execution of devotional service under the guidance of the spiritual master, one becomes free 
from all material attachment, attains steadiness in self-realization, and acquires a taste for hearing about 
the Absolute Personality of Godhead, Sri Krishna. This taste leads one further forward to attachment for 
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Krishna consciousness, which is matured in bhava, or the preliminary stage of transcendental love of 
God. Real love for God is called prema, the highest perfectional stage of life.” In the prema stage there is 
constant engagement in the transcendental loving service of the Lord. So, by the slow process of devotional 
service, under the guidance of the bona fide spiritual master, one can attain the highest stage, being freed 
from all material attachment, from the fearfulness of one’s individual spiritual personality, and from the 
frustrations that result in void philosophy. Then one can ultimately attain to the abode of the Supreme 
Lord.”

I’II Build You a Temple -The Juhu Story has given us so much understanding into your life from the time 
Your Divine Grace had surrendered your life to ISKCON and Srila Prabhupada. Your daily practice as 
you reveal to us of japa, morning program, interacting with us via WhatsApp, Zoom, YouTube, Facebook, 
emails etc, are but a glimpse into your daily transcendental activities.

Guru Maharaja, on this very special day of your divine appearance we most humbly request your prayers 
and divine intervention for us to develop the understanding of this verse and purport.

Guru Maharaja, your life is exemplary service to guru and Sri Sri Radha-Krishna.

May Your Divine Grace bless all or any person no matter their status that helps us in our practice of 
Krishna consciousness.

May Your Divine Grace have a pleasant Vyasa-puja celebration.

Your aspiring servants,
Braj Mohan dasa and Taralakshi dasi
Germiston, Gauteng
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My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet on this auspicious day of your Sri 
Vyasa-puja. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for rendering your service tirelessly on Zoom during the Covid-19 global 
pandemic. So many calamities have come over the past one and a half years but through your association 
via daily online platforms we remember Your Divine Grace. 

Recently on Father’s day Thulsipriya and I took our lunch prasada at Margate beach. While taking prasada 
we noticed a standard sized VW car built with sea sand. After prasada, I approached this well constructed 
sand car and there I saw an African man sitting nearby and enquired from him as to who had built this 
car, to which he replied that it was him. I sat down beside him and congratulated him for his artwork. 
Upon conversation I had learnt that he was unemployed and noticed other beachgoers donating money 
on a plate near his sand car. 

I then introduced myself by telling him that my name is Krishna and to my amazement, he said, “Wait a 
minute!” And he started chanting the Hare Krishna maha-mantra. He then enquired as to where the white 
pastor in orange robes was because he had visited his school—Gamalakhe Primary—when he was just a 
young boy. I told him that he is my guru who now lives and preaches in America. He said that the pastor 
and his followers had served them all tasty food. “Wow,” he said, “that white pastor,” referring to you, 
Guru Maharaja, ”stole their hearts and they could not stop chanting Hare Krishna while following Your 
Divine Grace around the school.” He said the bell rang for them to go back to class, but still they continued 
following and running around the pastor chanting Hare Krishna. The teachers and the principal tried to 
get them back in class, but their efforts were futile. The principal finally gave up calling them back and 
eventually closed the school for the day.

Guru Maharaja, you have given the holy name to thousands and thousands of fallen, conditioned souls 
in South Africa and all around the world—planting the spiritual seed in each of us. It’s only a matter of 
time before that seed begins to sprout. For me, Your Divine Grace is one of the senior pillars of ISKCON. 
I remember Your Divine Grace everyday by chanting the Gayatri mantra that you have given me. 

Guru Maharaja, I wish Your Divine Grace everything of the best, with good health in serving Srila 
Prabhupada mission. Please have mercy upon this worthless soul, trying to be the servant of the servant.

Your unqualified servant of the servant,
Gopalraj dasa
Port Shepstone
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My dearest Father,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your sweet pink lotus feet. All glories to  Sri Sri Gaura-
Nitai. All glories to dear Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you, my spiritual Big Father. 

Today, on the auspicious occasion of your Sri Vyasa-puja, I would like to honor you and say a few words 
that dart from my heart as an offering to you, my Giriraj Maharaja. 

The words of the English language do not do justice to the glorification of a beautiful servant of Sri Radhe, 
but I will pursue and use my heart’s emotions and tears of love to boost my words to honor you, dear 
Maharaja.

I remember serving you as a little girl with my sister Vrnda and always following you  whenever you 
spoke—NOT to listen to your lecture—but to write a question which we did at every lecture. Can you 
please show us your transcendental smile? Yes, that was Vrnda and I.   

Your magnanimous nature always excites me. As a little girl, I sat for hours, waiting to see you and speak 
to you. We were not your disciples but you gave us so much love and attention.

You are so loving  and caring that you used to call our neighbor’s house phone and check up on us. Who 
does that? Yes, of course, you, dear Giriraj Swami. The love, care, and attention you gave me as a little girl 
gave me so much grounding. Thank you so, so much. 

My dear Giriraj Swami, you are my Superhero because you have saved me many times from the pain of 
the material world just with the “Magical” smile you send to us.

Your love is engulfing my children’s attention. From the time you started your Japa Sanga, our chanting is 
becoming sweeter and I am sure it’s your sweet association. 

My Gaurangi loves chanting with you and does sixteen rounds effortlessly because of your association. 

And Kanurama, I’m not sure what it is, he loves chanting with Giriraj Swami. When he chants and there is 
no Japa Sanga, I play the previous day’s japa. He tells me to call you so you can see him chanting. He says, 
“I love Giriraj Swami.” Yes, we all love you, Maharaja.

Your love has inspired my children to gain love and attachment  to the holy name. You are our transcendental, 
smiling Superhero. 

I can’t thank you enough for your love. I pray on this most auspicious Sri Vyasa-puja  that you always be 
merciful to us. 

I love you, my dear father.  May you always drown in the nectar of Sri Sri Radha-Krishna’s love. 

With all my love, your daughter,
Jahnavi dasi, Gaurangi, Kanurama 
Durban
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My dear Guru Maharaja,

On this very special and auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, please accept my humble obeisances at 
your divine lotus feet.

How does one glorify someone as exalted as you Guru Maharaja? The Spiritual master is not an ordinary 
personality; he is the representative of God and he gives knowledge to the disciples. 

Guru Maharaja, thank you for being my spiritual master. Thank you for all your mercy and guidance.

Thank you, Srila Prabhupada, for giving me Guru Maharaja as my spiritual master.

Guru Maharaja, may you have a wonderful Vyasa-puja. All glories to you. 

Hare Krishna.

Your insignificant disciple,
Jaya Radhika devi dasi
Johannesburg

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace.

namah om visnu-padaya, krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam, bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya
bhu-tale srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

On the auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, Jiva Daya Prabhu and I extend our heartfelt gratitude to 
you as we celebrate your divine presence in our lives.

The following quote from His Holiness Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura entitled, Effect of Taking Shelter 
of the Spiritual Master, serves to remind us of our great fortune in having taken shelter of your lotus feet:

“If we take shelter of the lotus feet of the spiritual master, we can become free from illusion, fear, and 
distress. If we wholeheartedly beg for his mercy without any deceit, then the spiritual master bestows all 
auspiciousness upon us.”
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Thank you, dearmost Gurudeva, for all the sacrifices you have undertaken to please Srila Prabhupada. 
Thank you to Sri Sri Radha and Krishna and to Srila Prabhupada for having blessed us with your divine 
association.

Thank you for your love and compassion and most importantly for making a significant difference in our 
lives.

We remain always your indebted son and daughter,
Jiva Daya dasa and Radhika Sundari dasi
Durban

Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace on this most auspicious occasion. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Thank you so much for your kind attention to me when I have no qualification for such. By any reasonable 
standard, I deserve to be ignored and cast aside, just as I did the association of the devotees and the 
principles of Krishna consciousness.

Yet you were there for me when I needed you the most. You know my faults more than anyone, yet you 
were ready to answer my clumsy requests for guidance. In a few words, you dispelled my illusion and gave 
me the strength to carry on in my duty.
 
On this day, my humble offering to you is that I am adhering to your instruction to chant a minimum 
of four rounds per day and do some service to the temples here in South Africa. I pray that if you are 
pleased with this small effort, then the mercy of the parampara and the holy name will flow and the rest 
will unfold in due course.
 
In my heart, you are still my spiritual master, ISKCON is our home, and Radha and Krishna are my 
worshipable Divine Couple. There is no truth more complete or perfect than that which was given to us 
by Srila Prabhupada.
 
Thank you for not letting me go.
 
Your humble servant,
Jivananda dasa
Durban
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My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

On this day of your Vyasa-puja I’d rather not write some big, grand words to glorify you. I’d rather not 
make it seem as if I am a most dedicated disciple of yours with eloquent and flowery language.

I’d rather not remind everyone who reads this offering of how I am seen to be associated in the limelight 
with you. I’d rather not give examples of past encounters with you to give any impression that I am “a 
somebody” in your eyes.

I’d rather not use this occasion of your Vyasa-puja to subtly infer an enhanced position of status. I’d rather 
not announce that I attend every single appearance you make online to let everyone consider me a serious 
and devoted follower of yours.

However, I would rather let my quiet services rendered to the mission of Srila Prabhupada do the talking 
for me. Our connection to the parampara, the holy names, and our devotee family is cemented through a 
service mood, and I trust that this is your mood too.

Your servants,
Kesava Krsna dasa, Radhastami devi dasi and Aniruddha
Johannesburg

My dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada. We pray that Your Divine Grace is well.

Happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja!

Beloved Guru Maharaja, growing up surrounded by caring parents and extended family, I often wondered 
why these apparently harmless beings had to constantly undergo so many tribulations. My realization was 
that they were undeserving of this injustice. That sentiment later compounded that this world was cruel, 
and even the best people within it will unfairly face challenges and suffering. My perception changed 
when I met the devotees. Coming to ISKCON was an enlightenment and a relief.

In the Bhagavad-gita Lord Sri Krishna advises Arjuna, and to all who come in contact with this revealed 
scripture, “Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Inquire from him submissively 
and render service unto him. The self-realized souls can impart knowledge unto you for they have seen 
the truth.” (Gita 4.34)

Also in The Nectar of Instruction it is stated, “Indeed, the advanced uttama-adhikari Vaishnava devotees 
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should be accepted as a spiritual master. Therefore a disciple should be careful to accept an uttama-
adhikari as a spiritual master.” (text 5, purport)

Srila Prabhupada not only advocates the idea of approaching a bona fide spiritual master, but also cautions 
us that the spiritual master must be on the highest level--a paramahamsa, an uttama-bhagavata.

Guru Maharaja, humbly on the other hand, I feel honored, elated, and extremely fortunate that Your 
Divine Grace, a paramahamsa on the highest level of devotion and surrender, has accepted foolish me as 
your disciple.

Although I am unqualified, incapable, and incompetent in practically every area of service and surrender, 
still I am confident that my disqualification will change over time with your kindness, compassion, and 
mercy on me.

Guru Maharaja, all your writing enhances our understanding of Krishna consciousness, and now your 
nectarean contribution of I’ll Build You a Temple – The Juhu Story, is undoubtedly an enchanting and 
“entertaining” treatise for all devotees, and to whomever is favored by good fortune to lay eyes on this 
great masterpiece! It is absolutely spellbinding! Thank you for indulging us in this divine ecstasy.

Every page of this book is like a thread from the fabric of your surrender, sincerity, and service to our 
beloved Srila Prabhupada. Your Divine Grace is the perfect example of the most exalted and exemplary 
disciple. You are indeed the rarest of mahatmas. If at all we can follow your example and try to emulate 
you, we will also be blessed as exemplary devotees and disciples. It is an almost impossible feat, you having 
set such an exceptional standard of surrender!

I don’t think it is at all possible for me to come even anywhere close to it, but I will certainly try my best 
to serve sincerely.

Another installment of your compassion, kindness, and care for us is shown by the amount of time Your 
Divine Grace dedicates to giving us your all purifying association through the Zoom classes and darshans, 
the daily Japa Sanga, and the prompt and enlivening responses to our messages and emails. They are the 
lifeline and strength in our practice of Krishna consciousness. Thank you for the benediction of your 
invaluable time and care for us.

On this most auspicious occasion of Sri Vyasa-puja, I beg Your Divine Grace to please bless this naive and 
foolish daughter of yours that I always remain in the shelter of your lotus feet, and develop deep devotion, 
love, and attachment to Your Divine Grace. Then my existence will be purified and surely become perfect.

Your grateful daughter,
Lila Manjari dasi
Durban
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Sri Sri Dayal Nitai-Vijaya Gauranga. All glories to Srila 
Prabhupada and all glories to Your Divine Grace.

Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for being kind and merciful to this poor ignorant and useless fool, even 
though I don’t deserve it . Thank you for saving my soul from this dark age of quarrel and hypocrisy.

May I always remain at the dust of your lotus feet and never deviate even for a moment. Please allow me, 
Guru Maharaja, to develop some genuine appreciation for all the devotees, especially my godbrothers 
and godsisters. This gives me pain, since I don’t have that genuine affection and appreciation for devotees. 
I guess this is due to me having personal ambition. Srila Prabhupada once said that, “This Krishna 
consciousness movement is not meant for fulfilling one’s personal ambition.

In the Bhagavatam there is a verse, tam sarva-bhuta-hrdayam munim anato ’smi, which means, “I offer my 
obeisances to my spiritual master who enters the heart of everyone,” I pray to you, Guru Maharaja, that I 
may always be conscious of this fact, that you are most definitely in this unworthy disciple’s heart and that 
you are fully aware of my every thought, move, and action.

So, on this blessed day, I beg for your mercy that I may be of some service to you and the devotee community 
at large, and in this way I can hope to remain your faithful disciple eternally.

Your unworthy and useless servant,
Mahaprabhu dasa
Soweto

Hare Krishna My Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my heartfelt, sincere, humble, loving and prostrated obeisances unto your divine lotus feet, 
on this auspicious occasion of your divine appearance day. All glories unto yourself, Guru Maharaja. All 
glories unto Srila Prabhupada.

Happy Krishna conscious birthday, Guru Maharaja. Hope You are in good health.

Although I am unqualified, I offer my sincere offering unto your divine lotus feet on the occasion of 
your divine appearance day. With utmost reverence and humility, I quote the following verse from Sri 
Guruvastakam by esteemed Srila Vishvanatha Cakravarti Thakura. 

samasara-davanala-lidha-loka-
tranaaya karunya-ghanaghanatvam

praptasya kalyana-gunarnavasya
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam



251

“The spiritual master is receiving benediction from the ocean of mercy. Just as a cloud pours water on a 
forest fire to extinguish it, so the spiritual master delivers the materially afflicted world by extinguishing 
the blazing fire of material existence. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual 
master, who is an ocean of auspicious qualities.”

On this auspicious day, I offer my sincere and prostrated obeisances unto your divine lotus feet, Guru 
Maharaja.

In Chapter two of Krishna Book, Prayers by the Demigods for Lord Kishna in the Womb, I quote with 
deep humility and respect:

“There are many great sages who simply by samadhi, or transcendentally meditating upon Your lotus feet 
and thus being absorbed in Your thought, have easily transformed the great ocean of nescience created by 
the material nature into no more than the water in a calf ’s hoofprint”.

To such an amazing and extraordinary Spiritual Master, I offer my respectful obeisances; who has accepted 
my unworthiness, foolishness and brashness into a form, which can be cast into a calf ’s hoofprint.

May I humbly quote again; “O self-illuminated one, the great saintly persons who have crossed over the 
ocean of nescience by the help of the transcendental boat of Your lotus feet have not taken away that boat. 
It is still lying on this side.” 

I offer my obeisances to you, Guru Maharaja, unto the boat of your divine lotus feet; as to me the boat of 
your divine lotus feet has not been removed. With your transcendental mercy, You have shrunk the water 
of my nescience into a form, which can be crossed over by the boat of your divine lotus feet.

While listening to children’s author and illustrator Sophie Blackall describe the backstory of her book 
Hello Lighthouse, I was struck by how the lighthouse beams hope and light to the ships and the boats who 
are caught in the quagmire of turbulent and stormy seas as well as amidst calm and gentle ones. While 
meditating on this I was struck by a thought, how the spiritual master is a lighthouse, beckoning and 
beaconing to all the drowning souls, who are entangled in this whirlpool of material nescience.

You have offered me shelter and guidance, during my moments of searing distress and wretched sufferings. 
To such a wondrous spiritual master, I offer my repeated and prostrated obeisances.

My dear Guru Maharaja, while I am unqualified, yet you have provided shelter to this wretched and 
distressed soul. I am eternally indebted to you.

Your divine mercy and blessings have miraculously allowed the appearance of Sri-Sri Radha-Kalachandji 
at our home. I am indeed very grateful. Thank you for everything.

With deepest, heartfelt and loving gratitude, I offer my humble and respectful obeisances.

Your very fallen, wretched and yet fortunate servant,
Malini dasi
Soweto
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Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine 
Grace. All glories to our dearest Srila Prabhupada.

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya drdha-sadhana-saline
radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

Hare Krishna Dear Guru Maharaja,

It’s the time of the year for me to take this opportunity to write my small and appreciative offering unto 
Your Divine Grace. I can never sufficiently glorify Your Divine Grace. Nevertheless I shall try. You are very 
merciful to us all.

Being in your kind association I can now understand my good fortune of knowing what a great soul you 
are. You have so wonderfully, imparted so much knowledge to us. Your exemplary example of teaching 
us, the position of who Srila Prabhupada is, is outstanding. You have also shared with us, all your intimate 
association that you had with Srila Prabhupada. Srila Prabhupada had great faith in you and gave you his 
personal guidance and intimate instructions to follow. Thank you for sharing those most beautiful and 
precious moments of your life with us.

Thank you, for giving Srila Prabhupada all your support, time and your positive and physical energy. 
Many times Srila Prabhupada struggled alone with his endeavors to push this Krishna Consciousness 
movement on. It is through his disciples like you who gave Srila Prabhupada the strength, conviction, and 
encouragement to continue his endeavors. Your efforts to help him were really sincere, and selfless. Your 
dedication was based on your humility, devotion and your love for Srila Prabhupada.

Srila Prabhupada taught us how to live and appreciate all living entities. He surely showered you with all 
his mercy and bestowed upon you all the wonderful qualities that you possess.

I admire your kindness.
I admire your care.
I admire your support, and comfort in our trying times.
I admire your wisdom, and love you give to everyone.
I admire how you make time for everyone.
I admire your determination, and your gratitude that you have for everyone, and everything that you have 
in your life.
I admire your knowledge and the advice that you always give us at the right time, place and circumstances.
I admire your help and patience in listening to us with our challenges that we have in our lives
I admire your tolerance and your guidance. We learn slowly how to become humble and practice it.
I admire how you treat each other with respect, and dignity.
I admire your smile which gives off so much positive energy.
I admire your balanced views and opinions about any discussions that may be raised.
All the wonderful qualities of a wonderful personality.
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I am forever grateful to you for guiding me in my life. Please forgive me for my unknowing offences.

Your unworthy daughter,
Mallika dasi
Durban

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to 
Guru Maharaja on this very auspicious appearance day.

Another year has steadily passed, and on your Vyasa-puja day, we come together once again to celebrate 
this most auspicious occasion, that is, your appearance day.

This gives me a recollection of memories from last year. When the pandemic started I began to wonder how 
we will get your association since we are in different continents. You took advantage of the communicative 
technologies we have today which brought together our spiritual family, connecting, motivating, and 
uniting everyone around the world.

Guru Maharaja, you are compassionately giving us your most valuable time by instructing and guiding 
us on the path of pure devotional service. Although our bodies are restricted by this Coronavirus, we, 
as the soul, are still getting the shade of your karuna (compassion). When I listen to the Zoom sessions, 
I am astonished by your brilliance, intelligence, and bewildered by your vast knowledge about all these 
spiritual topics. For me, you are a spiritual encyclopedia for everyone to engross themselves in spiritual 
knowledge. While preaching, you shine with purity, enthusiasm and deepest devotion. When I see your 
smile during the Zoom sessions, I have a sheer sense of upliftment and happiness. Your lectures have 
always been a treasured source of shelter, challenging my materialistic conceptions and enlightening me 
to become a better devotee with your guidance.

I always feel more connected through your books. Currently I am reading your book of momentous 
history, I’ll Build You a Temple - The Juhu Story.  As I keep reading and turning the pages, I feel humbled 
to be discovering these monumental events of the past and describing your personal accounts into the life 
of Srila Prabhupada.  The ongoing struggles and the determination to build the Juhu temple makes me 
feel humble in my everyday life.

In one of your accounts in 1970, you were selected as part of the group to accompany Srila Prabhupada 
back to India to lead the Juhu effort. “He has not trembled in any circumstance,” Prabhupada later 
commended Giriraj. “That is his qualification.”  I feel every sentence written is a literary masterpiece. 
During the uncertainty of this pandemic and the recent civil unrest which we faced in South Africa, your 
book of spiritual upliftment has been a perfect companion to my reading.

Your complete surrender towards japa is exemplary by all means. You are continually teaching us how 
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to chant, how to love chanting and to guide us in associational chanting during the daily live Japa Sanga 
sessions. Chanting with you is truly an auspicious experience. Every word in your japa session removes 
the darkness of our ignorance and enlightens us in the path of Krishna bhakti. My experiences of chanting 
with you is a treasure in itself. My favourite part of the Japa Sanga sessions is towards the end when you 
talk and graciously smile at all of us. At this point, I get overwhelmed with a sense of joy.

Quoting from Cc Madhya-lila 19.151:

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija

“According to their karma, all living entities are wandering throughout the entire universe. Some of them 
are being elevated to the upper planetary systems, and some are going down into the lower planetary 
systems. Out of many millions of wandering living entities, one who is very fortunate gets an opportunity 
to associate with a bona fide spiritual master by the grace of Krishna. By the mercy of both Krishna and 
the spiritual master, such a person receives the seed of the creeper of devotional service.”

Based on this verse, I have come to the realization of how blessed and fortunate I am in having you as 
my spiritual master and to receive your association remotely during these trying times. Your spiritual 
knowledge has always and will always continue to give me centeredness in my spiritual life.

Your servant,
Manjuali dasi
Durban

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Hare Krishna.

I have no words that could give true praise to a glorious and most merciful spiritual master. The Vaisnava 
literature describes the glories and the extreme significance of the spiritual master and his unfathomable 
and causeless mercy, but the heart and consciousness trail behind.

Sometimes, by your mercy, a shimmering of divine understanding penetrates this obtuse and dense mind 
and heart. In the darkness of material consciousness, there is some notion of the greatness of the spiritual 
master and the eternal significance of contact with him.

I cannot express my gratitude to Your Divine Grace. Your prayers saved me from physical death. Your 
presence and mercy save me from hellish life. By your mercy alone I am alive and pray for devotional 
service.
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The instructions of the spiritual master are the life and soul of the disciple. May my life in truth become 
that so that I may serve Guru Maharaja in every deed and thought and lay my life at your feet as your 
totally surrendered servant.

May Lord Nrsimhadeva and Srila Prabhupada eternally protect and bless Guru Maharaja.

Your grateful, unworthy and aspiring servant,
Marie
Durban

My dear spiritual uncle Giriraj Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace. 

Every year, with great eagerness, I await your Vyasa-puja. It is a time when I can express my gratitude to 
you for all your mercy and kindness. This year your mercy arrived in the form of the much anticipated 
book I’ll Build You a Temple. Not only can we delve into the Juhu experience and associate with Srila 
Prabhupada and all the amazing devotees, but we are afforded the priceless jewels of wisdom that comes 
from every pastime. Often we are faced with similar situations, and this book affords us the opportunity 
to draw inspiration and valuable life skills and lessons. 

Thank you, Maharaja, for this invaluable gift of love. I truly appreciate all that you have done and continue 
to do for Prabhupada and ISKCON. 

I also want to thank you, Maharaja, for extending your mercy to this struggling soul. By making yourself 
accessible and giving me guidance and advice, I feel sheltered and will always be grateful for your 
reciprocation.

Sometimes in ISKCON devotees feel “lost”, with very little experience of reciprocation. I, however, have 
personally witnessed how caring and genuine you are in your dealings with everyone, and that gives me 
great hope. Thank you, Maharaja.

I hope and pray that someday I can render some service to you, and in some small way express my deep 
gratitude for all your mercy and care.  

Once again, thank you, Maharaja, for creating a legacy of selflessness and compassion, and showering us 
all with this mercy. 

Your struggling yet grateful niece,
Nadiya devi dasi 
Johannesburg
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Dearest Giriraj Maharaja,

Hare Krishna. Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your 
Divine Grace.

Many years ago, when I first became involved with Krishna consciousness at the time when the Yeoville 
Preaching Centre was open, Ranchor dasa very kindly engaged me in service to you by getting me to 
type out the devotees’ offerings for your Vyasa-puja. This was the first taste I had of service to you and I 
was so excited, but with my limited intelligence, I could not understand or appreciate how truly blessed I 
was. I was so self-absorbed and easily distracted, that after a while I wandered off and became lost. When 
I finally found my way back to Krishna consciousness, you welcomed me back with open arms. I fall so 
short and am so undeserving, but yet you continue to encourage me and guide me. Thank you, Maharaja.

As we navigate the sea of maya which sometimes brings storms and perilous conditions, Srila Prabhupada 
is the lighthouse and you are the light that shines so bright in the darkness that guides us to safety. I have 
found myself washed overboard and it is your mercy that has saved me from drowning, and for this, I 
have so much gratitude. Thank you, Maharaja, for your kind heart, your compassion, and willingness to 
save a fool such as myself.

Whenever you share your loving memories of Srila Prabhupada, your eyes light up and your radiant smile 
warms our hearts and we can feel Srila Prabhupada’s presence.

Dearest Maharaja, I pray that you will accept this insignificant offering. I am but a beggar, begging to take 
shelter of your divine lotus feet, with hopes of one day being able to serve you.

Your aspiring servant,
Nicola Bhikha
Johannesburg

My dear Giriraj Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisance at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Maharaja, thank you for your valuable association. You have so amazingly made yourself so easily 
accessible to your disciples and well wishes by your Japa and Zoom meetings. 

Maharaja, you remind me so much of Srila Prabhupada. Although I never had the good fortune to be in 
Srila Prabhupada’s association, your encounters with Srila Prabhupada and lifelong service to him has 
made me better understand the relationship between the spiritual master and disciple. 

You made Srila Prabhupada’s instructions your life and soul. Although it was so difficult when you were 
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in Bombay, it was really purifying and you tolerated so much. 

Srila Prabhupada said. “Your love for me will be shown by how you co-operate.” It was amazing how 
you put all your bodily designations aside and did what pleased Srila Prabhupada the most. It was an 
undeveloped property infested with rats, infectious mosquitoes, and hostile opponents in a swampy 
fishing village miles away from the city.

Maharaja, Srila Prabhupada entrusted you with the leadership of this most complex and difficult project, 
and whenever Srila Prabhupada was away from Bombay, he left the responsibility for you to oversee the 
project. 

Maharaja, I am very grateful to Your Divine Grace for giving us this book about the Juhu story. I wish I 
had known all about the Juhu temple when I first visited there in 1997. I would have been able to better 
appreciate the devotees and what sacrifices you and other devotees made to honor Srila Prabhupada and 
his instructions. 

Srila Prabhupada mentioned that the Bombay project was his heart, and Maharaja, you dedicated your 
heart to serving Srila Prabhupada and made this project a huge success with your preaching, fundraising, 
making life members, and giving people Krishna consciousness.

Maharaja, on this most auspicious day of your Sri Vyasa-puja, I pray to Your Divine Grace that I can get a 
drop of a drop of drop of your mercy so that I can be of some service to Srila Prabhupada and his mission.
Although I have no qualification, your mercy is more easily accessible today and I pray that you will look 
upon me favorably.

Begging to always be of some service to Your Divine Grace and the mission.

Your insignificant niece,
Nikunja Seva dasi
Durban

My dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada.

On this glorious day, I wish you a very happy Vyasa-puja and pray that Srila Prabhupada, the parampara, 
and Sri Krishna continue to shower their blessings on you. 

It’s been a trying time for the world for almost two years now, but we are very fortunate to have your 
divine and wonderful association. 
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Your lectures have been inspiring and encouraging. You have shared so much of yourself and your time 
with us and I have learnt a lot from you which is helping me in my Krishna consciousness. 

You have taken us on a journey with you and Srila Prabhupada in I’ll Build You a Temple - The Juhu Story, 
sharing the love, dedication, determination, enthusiasm, the challenges, and joy and the strong faith in 
following the instructions of the spiritual master. 

Thank you, Guru Maharaja, I am so grateful to you.

(Also appreciate Mr. Eric Yuan, from Silicon Valley, California, the founder of Zoom for making these 
video conferences possible). 

What is so great to see, is the love that everyone has for you and the love you have for everyone. Often, it is 
noted that devotees do not want you to leave, testimony to the beautiful personality that you are—loving, 
pure, caring, compassionate, faithful, dedicated, and sincere—and all the other qualities of a pure devotee.  

I wish you well and may you have good health in the years ahead so that you may continue to please Srila 
Prabhupada.

All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Your loving servant,
Nikunja Viharini dasi
Durban

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most respectful obeisances. All glories to our dear Srila Prabhupada. All glories to your 
generous heart.

“The world situation is such that perplexities of life automatically appear, without our wanting such 
confusion.” (Srila Prabhupada’s purport to Gita 2.7) This purport is in relation to Arjuna’s confusion about 
his duty and loss of all composure in the Battlefield of Kuruksetra.

Just like Arjuna, I feel I am standing before this great battlefield of material perplexities. At every step, I 
am really confused about what action to take. Sometimes, I feel like I have lost all reasoning and calm.

There are so many layers and depths of suffering which we face. Externally, the entire world is struggling 
to combat coronavirus. On another level, we have faced a great amount of anxiety due to the social 
unrest in Durban and more internally, we are trying to curb our mind and senses to advance in Krishna 
consciousness.
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Srila Prabhupada further states in the same purport, “All Vedic literatures advise us to approach a bona 
fide spiritual master to get free from the perplexities of life, which happens without desire.”

Guru Maharaja, you have buffered me from numerous fear-inducing situations by your vani. Your 
instructions have helped me strip away this feeling of emotional “stuck-ness”.

I truly feel you are at my side all the time and know what my heart and mind struggle to agree on. 

During many of your lectures, you have quoted a selected set of verses very often.These verses have now 
become my vaccine to give me immunity from feeling stuck, overwhelmed, and fearful. On reciting these 
verses every day, I feel embraced by both your and Srila Prabhupada’s mercy and love. This gives me a 
great sense of freedom from perplexities and fulfillment.

Like an expert boatman, you have taught me to surrender and take shelter of the Supreme Lord to cross 
over this ocean of nescience:

“For those who have accepted the boat of the lotus feet of the Lord, who is the shelter of the cosmic 
manifestation and is famous as Murari, the enemy of the Mura demon, the ocean of the material world 
is like the water contained in a calf ’s hoof-print. Their goal is param padam, Vaikuntha, the place where 
there are no material miseries, not the place where there is danger at every step.” (SB 10.14.58)

You have thought me to be patient in executing the chanting of the holy names and engaging in devotional 
service and accepting the reversals thrown my way:

“My dear Lord, one who earnestly waits for You to bestow Your causeless mercy upon him, all the while 
patiently suffering the reactions of his past misdeeds and offering You respectful obeisances with his 
heart, words, and body, is surely eligible for liberation, for it has become his rightful claim.” (SB 10.14.8)

Your presentation of the following verse has eradicated my sense of false control and to surrender to the 
divine arrangements of Supreme Lord:

“My Lord Nrsimhadeva, O Supreme, because of a bodily conception of life, embodied souls neglected and 
not cared for by You cannot do anything for their betterment. Whatever remedies they accept, although 
perhaps temporarily beneficial, are certainly impermanent. For example, a father and mother cannot 
protect their child, a physician and medicine cannot relieve a suffering patient, and a boat on the ocean 
cannot protect a drowning man.” (SB 7.9.19)

Your constant affirmation that the Lord is partial to the devotee makes me feel I am in good hands:

“He quickly becomes righteous and attains lasting peace. O son of Kunti, declare it boldly that My devotee 
never perishes.” (Gita 9.31)

Ultimately, you have taught me to engage my mind and intellect in the unflinching service of the Lord:

“Just fix your mind upon Me, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and engage all your intelligence in Me. 
Thus, you will live in Me always, without a doubt.” (Gita 12.8)
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Thank you for your profound presentation and realizations of the above verses. Your sincere prayers and 
love have brought me so much stability and calm.

As Narottama dasa Thakura mentioned to Lokanatha Goswami:

“My life is useless unless I obtain your mercy.”

Your undeserving daughter,
Nitya-manjari dasi 
Durban

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to Your Divine Grace! 
All glories to your disciples!

On this most auspicious appearance day anniversary, we would like to acknowledge our indebtedness, 
gratitude, and appreciation to you. Sri Vyasa-puja is a celebration of appreciation and love on the part of 
the disciples for receiving special mercy from our beloved spiritual master.
 

anyesam punya-slokanam
uddama-yasasam satam
upasrutya bhaven modah
srivatsankasya kim punah

(SB 3.19.34)
 
TRANSLATION
What to speak of hearing the pastimes of the Lord, whose chest is marked with Srivatsa, people may take 
transcendental pleasure even in hearing of the works and deeds of the devotees, whose fame is immortal.
 
PURPORT by Srila Prabhupada
“Bhagavatam literally means the pastimes of the Lord and the Lord’s devotees. For example, there are 
pastimes of Lord Krishna and narrations of devotees like Prahlada, Dhruva, and Maharaja Ambarisa. 
Both pastimes pertain to the Supreme Personality of Godhead because the devotees’ pastimes are in 
relation with Him. The Mahabharata, for example, the history of the Pandavas and their activities, is 
sacred because the Pandavas had a direct relationship with the Supreme Personality of Godhead.”
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja, reading the pastimes of Srila Prabhupada and the devotees in Juhu and their trials 
and tribulations to construct the temple is transcendental and glorious. Hearing of the works and deeds 
of the devotees is pleasurable and will go down in the history books of ISKCON. Indeed, the pastimes 
of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu continued with Srila Prabhupada and his devotees expanding the sankirtana 
movement during the ’60s and ’70s. You are still continuing with your service to Srila Prabhupada and 
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guiding the next generation of devotees to spread the holy name around and throughout the world.
 
In SB 3.22.5 purport, it is stated, “Lord Caitanya says that one should always try to associate with saintly 
persons because if one establishes a proper association with a saintly person, even for a moment, one 
attains all perfection. Somehow or other, if one meets a saintly person and achieves his favor, then the 
entire mission of one’s human life is fulfilled.”

Srila Prabhupada further comments in his purport to SB 3.22.6, “The perfection of transcendental life 
can be achieved simply by touching the holy dust of the lotus feet of a holy man. In the Bhagavatam it is 
said, mahat-pada-rajo-’bhisekam, which means to be blessed by the holy dust of the lotus feet of a mahat, 
a great devotee. As stated in Bhagavad-gita, mahatmanas tu: Those who are great souls are under the spell 
of spiritual energy, and their symptom is that they fully engage in Krishna consciousness for the service 
of the Lord. Therefore they are called mahat. Unless one is fortunate enough to have the dust of the lotus 
feet of a mahatma on one’s head, there is no possibility of perfection in spiritual life.”
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for appearing in our lives. Thank you for showing us by practical example the 
real purpose of this life. Everything in this material world is so temporary and fleeting but the relationship 
with guru is eternal. We humbly beg at your lotus feet to always keep us engaged in devotional service.
 
Guru Maharaja, please forgive us for any offenses committed knowingly or unknowingly.
  
Your servants of your servants,
Nityananda dasa and Vasudha devi dasi
Durban
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If we pay attention to two points—chanting attentively and 
maintaining favorable relationships with devotees—then 

gradually we can come to the stage of perfection.

Talk on Sri Krishna Janmashtami, September 2, 2007, Ojai, California
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Our dearest and beloved Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories to Your Vyasa-puja ceremony. 
All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

The Lord appears as the spiritual master to favor His devotees. The spiritual master and his position are 
absolute for he is the external manifestation of Krishna. He is the emissary of God and also His mercy 
incarnation. This is confirmed in all the revealed scriptures.

Being thus empowered and so close, Your Divine Grace knows each and every one of us intimately. You 
know our sentiments, fears, anxieties, and desires, without us even uttering a word! In your cognizant 
and acclaimed gentle manner (without insulting or embarrassing), you guide and direct us on the path of 
Krishna consciousness, inspiring a hope of perfection. Your kindness gives us encouragement, confidence, 
and strength. It is also very endearing. Devotees the world over, love you for your patient concern, guidance, 
and care. Your absolute love has brought all into the light!

On numerous occasions, Your Divine Grace has also delivered me by showing me this special kindness. My 
experience of how you dealt with me in situations under varying circumstances and in my different moods, 
has convinced me that you are absolute in your diagnosis, prescription, and onward care.

In January of 1997, a devotee put doubt in my mind about me being “out of character” and about my 
“surrender” to Your Divine Grace. And also your acceptance of me was doubtful or questionable. I was 
mortified to say the least! I was really disturbed by this. A few days later Your Divine Grace returned from 
Johannesburg, and I prayed and waited for an opportunity to speak to you about it. Fortunately the chance 
soon came when I was alone with you in Srila Prabhupada’s quarters and I brought up the topic, presenting 
my sadness and anxiety. You were seated as usual on an asana—with Tulasi-devi on a table next to you—
directly below the original Krishna-Balaram painting hanging on the wall, and facing the life-size deity of 
Srila Prabhupada in the room. I sat on the floor near you, pleading and begging Your Divine Grace, “I know 
I have no qualifications. I am a neophyte and have many faults. You can do anything to me, BUT PLEASE 
GURU MAHARAJA, DO NOT REJECT ME!” As I was pleading in this manner, I was looking into your 
kind moist eyes which appeared to me like two oceans of mercy. I felt them showering me with mercy and I 
began to shed tears. Then Your Divine Grace said the most beautiful words I ever heard uttered, “How can I 
reject you? You are like my own son. I can never reject you.”

Hearing these liberating words, I became ecstatic, elated, and overjoyed. And most of all, I felt truly grateful. 
I thanked Your Divine Grace profusely, and with tears in my eyes I prostrated in submission and Your Divine 
Grace gently and most mercifully patted my shoulder as I was reciting your pranama mantra. 

I must mention that during those early years, Your Divine Grace hardly touched anyone ever—especially 
disciples. When I felt your lotus hand on my shoulder, it was like being infused with divinity. I treasure all 
the moments spent in your association, but this is certainly the most magical and treasured memory. Guru 
Maharaja, thank you for the unparalleled and special mercy you have always shown me.

Another time in 2007, Your Divine Grace again helped me spiral out of a slump in my mood. Early in 
the year, a senior devotee in our local temple pointed out that my chanting disturbed him and he had to 
find other areas to do japa, inconveniencing him. I apologized to him and assured him that I will not be a 
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disturbance anymore. So from that moment on, I always did japa circumambulating the temple, away from 
the devotees. 

But my ego was crushed, “I’ve been chanting for almost twenty years, and he has the audacity to say I’m a 
disturbance?” Although externally I accepted the judgment and did not make any fuss about it, internally 
I did not take it well. I was devastated. I felt hurt. In retrospect I realized I was so intoxicated by pride and 
false ego that I became oblivious of the opportunity to improve my chanting and also to learn humility and 
tolerance. Then, in a less blissful mood, I continued to chant, hoping that I could overcome the dark cloud 
hanging over my head.

Later that same year I was called to serve at the ashram in Carpinteria. And there the most stunningly 
amazing thing happened. During my visits I would stay in the servants’ quarters at the back which has a 
common wall with Guru Maharaja’s quarters and temple room. In the mornings, before leaving the room, 
I was in the habit of sitting against the common wall—the warmest part of the room directly below the 
heating duct and would chant. Later, when I entered the temple, Guru Maharaja was at his workstation and 
very encouragingly said, “Pundarika, I heard you chanting earlier. It sounded nice.”

Hearing those words blew my mind! All these months I was contemplating the quality and validity of my 
chanting, interrogating my practice every day, almost every moment. And then I heard this! It felt like I had 
been deprived of air, suffocating, and at the last moment to my relief, I was given pure oxygen. It was a lifeline, 
a spiritual savior to me. I was almost drowning in sadness, sorrow, and anxiety, but you kindly extended your 
hand and pulled me out of that well and into your boat of kindness. I was relieved and nourished by your 
words and immediately felt a regained strength and a sense of bliss. Thank you for saving me. 

In a loyal and benevolent manner, Your Divine Grace continues to serve the guru-parampara unconditionally.

Lord Chaitanya predicted, “In every town and village My name will be heard.” Through your online Japa 
Sanga session every day, twice or three times daily, Your Divine Grace is broadcasting the Hare Krishna maha-
mantra to every nook and corner of the globe. This is fulfilling the prophecy of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, 
the vision of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, the desire of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, and the 
obligation of Srila Prabhupada to his Guru Maharaja. Your service is giving much pleasure to the predecessor 
acharyas and at the same time bringing divinity, peace, and tranquility to the global village.

It is the consensus of the devotee community that you care the most. You have time for everyone—big or 
small. Regardless of how insignificant we are, you show us care by giving us your valuable time. We may be 
written off as “hopeless”  but you give us hope, belief, and strength. Although we may be ostracized for our 
weaknesses, you show us kindness by your acceptance and support. The most endearing is that ANYONE 
can have access to your mercy and approach you directly and be saved.

All glories to Your Divine Grace!

Your ever-aspiring servant,
Pundarika Vidyanidhi dasa
Durban
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Sri Prabhupada! All glories to you on this auspicious 
day of your Vyasa-puja!

In the Narada-pancaratra it is said: “With body, mind and words, one should worship his Vaishnava 
spiritual master who is as good as Lord Vishnu, who teaches the science of Lord Vishnu. One who knows 
the true meaning of the scriptures is a Vaishnava and one who teaches the true meaning of the verses in 
the scriptures is always to be worshipped. What more need be said? He is a manifestation of Lord Vishnu 
Himself.”

Guru Maharaja, your surrender and attachment to your guru is exemplary. Although you’ve faced so many 
difficulties, you still execute his instructions with great determination. You have given your everything in 
service to Srila Prabhupada; your only desire is to serve him, and by serving and following your example, 
I know Srila Prabhupada and Lord Sri Krishna will be pleased.

“To understand Vedic literature means one must have firm faith in Krishna and firm faith in guru, not that, 
‘My guru is not so learned, so let me capture Krishna directly.’ That is useless. That is useless. Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu says, guru-krsna-krpaya paya bhakti-lata-bija. (Cc. Madhya 19.151) One can get the seed of 
the plant or creeper of bhakti, how? Guru-krsna-krpa. By the mercy of guru and by the mercy of Krishna, 
not that krsna-krpa. First guru-krpa, then krsna-krpa.” (Srila Prabhupada Lecture, SB 1.15.27, New York, 
March 6, 1975)

I know that only by your mercy can I get Krishna’s mercy. You have been merciful to me in innumerable 
ways. Thank you for your unconditional mercy and love, which is my only hope in this material ocean of 
nescience. 

“Personally I am a humble servant of Krishna as you are also, but I am deputed to accept your service, just 
to transfer it to Krishna as a via medium. I shall try to do this service to you and Krishna throughout my 
life, and I am so proud to have such assistants as you to help me in my mission to push on the Krishna 
consciousness Movement.” (Srila Prabhupada letter to Dayananda Allston, May 1, 1969)

Guru Maharaja, Srila Prabhupada is surely pleased with all your wonderful service. You steadfastly 
continue to assist him in his mission to spread Krishna consciousness. Your preaching has inspired so 
many to become devotees of Lord Krishna and surrender to Him. And I was one such person.

My first meeting with you was at a university program. It was my great fortune to have heard you speak; 
I was so enlivened by your lecture that I knew there would somehow be a place of shelter for me at your 
lotus feet where I could always be safe. Just as parents nurture their children to make them learn how 
to crawl, walk, and run, similarly, as my spiritual father, you have helped me in countless ways. By your 
causeless mercy, you held my hand and showed me the right path in spiritual life. You are always my pillar 
of strength during trying times—I really appreciate all your prayers and support. Thank you for always 
giving us the opportunity to have your wonderful association through your Zoom programs and japa 
sessions. Your consistency of chanting the holy name is very inspiring. 

My heartfelt thank you for all your love, care, and guidance.



268

May Srimati Radharani and Lord Sri Krishna bless you always with good health.

With lots of love and gratitude, 
Aspiring to be the servant of the servant,
Your daughter and servant,
Radha dasi 
Durban

Our dearest and most magnanimous spiritual father,

Please accept our humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All 
glories to Your Divine Grace.

Where do I begin, how do we honour such an exemplary and amazing soul as Your Divine Grace? Words 
fail us. The only expressions we have is the love we feel for you when we hear your name, when we see 
your smiling face, the pride we feel when we read your praises, the tears we shed when we feel the pain of 
separation.

We both are so unqualified, unlike your other amazing disciples who glorify you with so much love and 
feeling, so much appreciation.

All we can do, Guru Maharaja, is pray that you understand our hearts and how much you mean to us, how 
much we love you, how much we appreciate you, and how proud we are to be your disciples.

We pray with everything we have that on this most auspicious and glorious day of your birth—and forever 
—that Nrsimhdeva protects you. 

We pray that one day we can honor and glorify you in the manner you deserve.

We are just puppets in your hands to do with us as you please.

Your unworthy servants,
Radhika Kishori dasi and Pradhana Gopika dasi
(Mother and Daughter, South Africa)
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Our  only qualification is that Srila 
Prabhupada took compassion on us and 

gave us his mercy—he prayed to Krishna for us.

Talk on Srila Prabhupada’s Arrival in America.
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Hare Krishna! Please accept my most humble obeisances! All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to 
Your Divine Grace. 

This is my respectful offering on the occasion of your seventy-fourth Vyasa-puja entitled: Finding Giriraj 
Swami in his words: “I rest my case.” 

According to Srimad Bhagavatam 1.1.22, “We think that we have met Your Goodness by the will of 
providence, just so that we may accept you as captain of the ship for those who desire to cross the difficult 
ocean of Kali, which deteriorates all the good qualities of a human being.” Through your words and deeds, 
I have found in you a proficient captain of this ship.

In my freshman year at university, my father, in preparing me for the world, gave me an insightful piece of 
advice. “If you want to know the heart of a man,” he said, “study his words.” Somehow these words etched 
themselves in my memory as I made my way through life. It helped me develop a discerning eye, and 
appreciate the intrinsic value of a person through his words.

Later, when I met you, Guru Maharaja, it became a natural phenomenon for me to study your words with 
unbridled attention, and in the process, I have come to appreciate your glory from a perspective which I 
ordinarily would have overlooked. On further scrutiny, I found that you don’t only lead people by your 
words alone, but also by what deeds they see you do. As Saint Francis of Assisi once said, “The deeds you 
do may be the only sermon some persons will hear today.”

I am reminded of a simple but powerful case regarding Aurobindo Ghosh of Pondicherry. He was the 
first leader of the Anarchist Party and practically the founder of the revolutionary movement in Bengal. 
In 1928 there was a case against him in the Calcutta High Court. A famous attorney, Mr. Norton, was in 
charge of the prosecution. Aurobindo had absconded and Norton was concerned about how to proceed 
in his absence. Aurobindo was proficient in English having completed his education in England from 
childhood, and could speak English even better than many Englishmen. After researching Aurobindo’s 
writings, Norton found Aurobindo’s style of writing in the Amrita Bazar Patrika, a Bengali newspaper.

“Here is Mr. Ghosh!” he said.

The editor of the Amrita Bazar Patrika was summoned to court to find out whether Aurobindo Ghosh 
had written the article. Norton cross-examined him.

“This is your paper. You must know who has written this article. You are the editor.”

“Yes, I know.”

“Do you know this man, Aurobindo Ghosh?”

“Yes, I know him. I consider him to be one of the greatest men in the world.”

“As the editor of this newspaper, do you know who wrote this article?”



271

“Yes, I know.”

“Has Mr. Ghosh written this article?”

“I won’t say.”

Norton reminded him, “Do you know what the punishment is?”

“Yes. Six months imprisonment.”

“Are you ready for that?”

“Yes, I am ready.” Holding up the newspaper article, Norton said, “Here is Mr. Ghosh! I rest my case.” 

He found Aurobindo in his writing. 

After reading practically every article or book that you have written, and after listening to an indefinite 
number of lectures of yours over thirty-eight years, I found, among the plethora of others, two outstanding 
emerging qualities from which I can deduce that: “Here is Giriraj Swami - I rest my case!” I have found 
you in your words. 

These two outstanding qualities of you, have become my guiding light in Krishna consciousness. These 
are the irrefutable evidence. 

Firstly, your deep attachment and unquestionable love for Prabhupada which are so distinctively portrayed 
in your most recent book, I’ll Build You a Temple: The Juhu Story. In this book, we meet a devotee who 
strives valiantly against all odds to carry out the wishes of his spiritual master.

The remarkable words of Theodore Roosevelt (26th President, USA, 1858-1919), describe such a man. “It 
is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer 
of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose 
face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and 
again, because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the 
deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at 
the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails 
while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither know 
victory nor defeat.”

Undoubtedly, you were in that arena, whose face was marred by dust and sweat and blood to fulfil a 
promise of your spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada, to the deities, Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari, during a most 
striking epoch in the history of ISKCON. 

The second outstanding quality I continue to find in you, is your unflinching faith in the holy names. 
This first struck me when I read your letter to the then President of South Africa, P.W. Botha, entitled 
“South Africa; What’s The Problem?” At the time I was a fledgling in spiritual life (not that I am any better 
now), and I was very curious to know what your solution would be for the country’s dastardly policy 
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of apartheid, a policy or system of segregation based on race for which it was shunned internationally 
through many sanctions.  After noting a few words of philosophy, you concluded with the following 
lines as a final solution to the problem., “For the well-being of all concerned, we recommend a vigorous 
program of engaging the entire population in chanting the Lord’s holy names . . . if you are doubtful about 
the effectiveness of chanting God’s names, why don’t you try it? You have nothing to lose.” Such was your 
embedded faith in the holy name. It was a bold step to recommend the chanting of the holy names to the 
President of the country as a remedy for its maladies—but you did.

So, Guru Maharaja, you showed us how to “preach boldly and have faith in the holy names” and I am 
eternally grateful for being under the shelter of your lotus feet, which is only possible by the mercy of Lord 
Krishna’s lotus feet. Let these lotus feet be my only solace as I continue my sojourn in this material world. 

In the Srimad Bhagavatam 3.23.42, it is stated: “What is difficult to achieve for determined men who have 
taken refuge of the Supreme Personality of Godhead’s lotus feet? His feet are the source of sacred rivers 
like the Ganges, which put an end to the dangers of mundane life.”

It is at your sacred feet where I will always remain as your struggling servant. This is where “I rest my case.”

Raghava Pandit dasa
Durban

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you and Srila Prabhupada.

We have had more of your association for the past eighteen months. I have been inspired by the depth of 
your lectures which must have also inspired many internationally. You have this amazing ability to bring 
up subject matters which are pertinent to removing obstacles that hinder our progress in our spiritual life.

It is clearly evident by your ability to answer questions asked—based on guru, sadhu and shastra—was 
very satisfying to the questioner. There was a devotee at the Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath temple that would 
constantly hear your lectures. He informed me that you were able to answer any question perfectly and he 
therefore was inspired to hear you regularly.

On this auspicious day, I pray that I can imbibe these qualities and be able to represent you in a way that 
will be pleasing to you.

Hare Krishna.

Your servant,
Raghunath Bhatta dasa
Durban



273

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to our loving spiritual master, His Holiness Giriraja Swami. 

On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I pray that Krishna always keeps you in good health. 

My service to Krishna and His wonderful devotees is only made possible by your mercy. It is only by the 
grace of a glorious spiritual master such as yourself that we are given the opportunity to be saved from 
this material condition of life. 

By your grace, we have learned what the true goal of life is and our surrender and service unto you is our 
only means to make our life successful. 

It is not possible to fully describe all your glories as it is so vast and endless.

Guru Maharaja, about two years ago I was surprised to find a second Govardhana sila on my altar room 
table. The sila is about five cm in length and has the markings of two eyes. I have kept the sila on my altar, 
next to my Laddhu Gopal Deity. The first sila which I found in my container of Vrindavan dust, I have 
given to Mother Radhanath, which she worships daily on her altar. 

I pray that I will always have your blessings and beg for forgiveness for all of my offenses. May Lord 
Krishna always bless you. 

Your eternal servant, 
Rati devi dasi

Hare Krishna dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances and all glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to your lotus feet. 

I wish you the most joyful Vyasa-puja. 

I would like to offer my thanks to you for having taken me out of the darkness of this world and into the 
light of loving service. 

Your classes are always full of bhakti and surrender unto your spiritual master Srila Prabhupada. 

You are a true guru because you are his true representative as you always repeat his words and pass them 
down in a way we can understand. Prabhupada once said, “Yare dekha, tare kaha ‘krsna’-upadesa. Bas. If 
you speak what Krishna has instructed, you become guru.” You definitely speak what Krishna and the 
previous acharyas have said, so you are definitely the real guru.
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Please let me serve you in your mission to serve Srila Prabhupada 

I know by serving you, a genuine spiritual master, I shall be able to give up all my lustful tendencies and 
I shall find the strength to give up all my bad habits as well as the strength to do all the things I need too.

bhavantam evanucaran nirantarah
prasanta-nihsesa-manorathantarah
kadaham aikantika-nitya-kinkarah
praharsayisyami sanatha-jivitam

“By serving You constantly, one is freed from all material desires and is completely pacified. When shall 
I engage as Your permanent eternal servant and always feel joyful to have such a fitting master?” (Cc 
Madhya 1.206)

I know I have no qualifications whatsoever and if I was without your shelter I’d be no better than a street 
dog that’s always in anxiety. But, with your shelter, I know I will definitely free myself of my wretched ways 
and through your grace only I will be able to please you and achieve the goal of life.

The spiritual master is very kind to the needy and I am the most fallen and needy.

anuvratanam sisyanam
putranam ca dvijottama
anaprstam api bruyur
guravo dina-vatsalah

“O best among the brahmanas, those who are spiritual masters are very kind to the needy. They are 
always kind to their followers, disciples and sons, and without being asked by them, the spiritual master 
describes all that is knowledge.” (SB 3.7.36)

Please forgive me for trying to please you, yet I don’t know how, and I try to beg you, yet I don’t know how 
to beg.

Your aspiring foolish servant,
Ryan Mark Naidoo
Durban

Our dearmost Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to  Srila Prabhupada.

You so mercifully carry transcendental blessings of Srila Prabhupada and Lord Sri Krishna in the core of your 
heart. Any fortunate soul who comes in contact with you immediately gets relief from all kinds of problems.
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Your Divine Grace is an expert and empowered son of Srila Prabhupada who can defeat anyone in this 
world. 

Your kind and compassionate nature is to place all surrendered souls at the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada 
and Lord Sri Krishna in this very lifetime. 

l have full faith and confidence because you always keep to your promise. l have fond memories of my 
mother’s departure. I was always praying for her to leave her body in the holy dhama with lots of devotees 
and loud kirtan, hoping not in the presence of non-devotees. A miracle happened by the special mercy of 
Guru Maharaja making arrangements for Mother Lajavati to leave her body in Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath 
temple, guiding and instructing me to bring our Deities from home and placing Them near her bedside 
where They could see each other at her last breathe. 

Other very auspicious events also took place on the same day. lt was the appearance of our two godbrothers 
(Valentines day), Ranchor and Jaisacinandana prabhus. All the devotees enjoyed a very huge feast for 
breakfast. On the same day, Swarup Damodar Prabhu invited all the Godfamily to have a get together 
meeting in my mother’s room at 2:30 p.m. 

At almost the same time, Mother Lajavati left her body in the presence of Radha dasi and me. We both 
watched how she opened her eyes with the most beautiful smile, looking at the Deities, and trying to 
hold my hands. l was standing very close to her and Srila Prabhupada’s japa was playing quite loud in the 
background. She closed her eyes and was gone.

Thank you so much, Guru Maharaja, for delivering my mother back home, back to Godhead. lt was so 
amazing. My mother waited for her youngest sister and her family to leave, then she chose to go in the 
presence of myself and Radha dasi.

Guru Maharaja, l pray and wish that l always remain at the shelter of your divine lotus feet just like the 
cataka bird. Despite experiencing the thunderbolt, it refuses to take water from the earth, but rather from 
the pure rain itself. Similarly, no matter what happens, l pray on this most auspicious day to always remain 
fixed at your divine lotus feet eternally.

“Those who have taken the dust of your lotus feet never hanker for the kingship of heaven, the position of 
Brahma, or rulership over the earth. They are not interested even in the perfection of yoga, what to speak 
of liberation itself.”

Today, on this most auspicious day, l have nothing valuable to offer, nevertheless l beg Your Divine Grace 
to kindly accept this humble offering.

Your most indebted servant,
Silavati dasi
Durban
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisance at the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to the celebration of 
your Vyasa-puja. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace.

Guru Maharaja, I humbly take this wonderful opportunity of expressing my deepest gratitude to Your 
Divine Grace for accepting such a fallen conditioned soul as your disciple.

I’m so grateful that by the mercy of Srila Prabhupada and Krishna I have this spiritual connection and 
relationship with such an exalted personality such as Your Divine Grace.

You are my eternal spiritual master and spiritual guide and authority. This is such a blessing for my spiritual 
growth. Mercy I never thought would exist in my life’s journey.

The joy I feel in my heart to acknowledge your divine presence in my life, words can’t explain.

In this material world it’s so difficult to find a gentleman who is honest, truthful, transparent, respectful, 
and compassionate.

Dearest Guru Maharaja, I can reach out to Your Divine Grace at any time in my life with confidence 
because you have all these good qualities in you.

Guru Maharaja, with firm faith you have accepted Srila Prabhupada as your eternal spiritual master, 
convinced with his teachings and the process of Krishna consciousness.

Your love for Srila Prabhupada is ever increasing. Prabhupada also had so much faith and trust in Your 
Divine Grace. How fortunate I am to be in your association, my eternal spiritual master.

Your Divine Grace has earned the special mercy of Srila Prabhupada and Sri Krishna through your total 
surrender, love, and service to ISKCON. It is said that the secret of success in Krishna consciousness 
is to please the spiritual master. When the spiritual master is pleased then Krishna is pleased. Then 
automatically all the magical moments take place from within.

I humbly pray to Your Divine Grace on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja to please shower me 
with at least one drop of your mercy to try and serve your divine lotus feet and most importantly to please 
Your Divine Grace.

Guru Maharaja, you are an extraordinary personality embodied with unlimited love for the fallen 
condition souls.

Dedicated your life to serving Srila Prabhupada’s ISKCON and serving Radha and Krishna.

Acting fully for the love of Guru and Krishna.

Deeply compassionate and seriously caring for all the suffering condition souls.



278

Guru Maharaja, your love has no boundaries and no limits in spreading the message of Lord Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu.

To your disciples, always expressing and encouraging the chanting of the holy name. Studying and reading 
Srila Prabhupada’s books.

As Kali-yuga is progressing, we can see the inauspiciousness on the whole planet.

I pray deeply from my heart to please forgive me for all my offenses caused knowingly or unknowingly to 
the holy name, to any Vaishnavas or living entities, and to your divine lotus feet.

I pray for your mercy to cleanse my heart of all unwanted desires which are unfavorable for spiritual 
progress. I’m completely dependent on your mercy to chant the holy name and serve Srila Prabhupada’s 
ISKCON in whatever small way my body allows me to.

Most of all, I pray to please Your Divine Grace in your service.

Thank you for your divine association.

Happy Vyasa-puja.

Begging to remain your eternal servant of the servant,
Sita devi dasi
Durban

My dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Happy Vyasa-puja on this most auspicious day.

This has been a very special year for me. You have bestowed your causeless mercy on me by accepting me 
as your disciple. How can I ever thank you for such mercy?

I am so blessed and grateful to have you as my Guru Maharaja. I wish and pray that one day I develop that 
abundance of love and care that you share with each and every disciple.

Through your divine mercy, I have become much more humble and attentive to my spiritual practices.



279

om ajnana-timirandhasya
jnananjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena
tasmai sri-gurave namah

“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my eyes with the torchlight of 
knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto him.”

Before surrendering to your lotus feet I never knew what this verse meant. You are taking me out of my 
ignorance and I am eternally grateful for your kind blessings upon me.

Every time I see you and hear your lectures, I feel a step closer to your divine lotus feet and cannot get 
enough of listening to you. I am now realizing what true happiness means. 

On this most auspicious day, I pray to Their Lordships to allow you to spend many, many, many more 
Vyasa-pujas with us and to render more service to you.

Your daughter and servant,
Srida dasi

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet. All glories to Srila 
Prabhupada.

During this occasion of your Vyasa-puja, I have been thinking about how for many of us disciples, there 
have been a handful occasions where we had the opportunity to be in your physical presence. But still, you 
hold us firmly under your shelter. This is because you are so compassionate towards us. You know each 
disciple personally and can guide and inspire each of us and can bring out the best in each of us.

During the last eighteen months, you have given the devotees so much life via the several Zoom programs, 
and by your general online presence. This sustains us and keeps us connected to you, to Srila Prabhupada, 
and to each other. 

Reflecting over the last twenty years since I first met you personally, there have been several times in 
which I felt your presence even though I was physically miles away from you. An example that comes to 
mind is when I used to spend time chanting japa in Srila Prabhupada’s room with His Grace Raghunath 
Bhatta Prabhu at the Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath temple in Durban. I had learned how you yourself would 
stay in the inner quarters there and chant and speak, and give darshan to the devotees there—especially 
in the 1990’s. And so, while chanting there, I would try my best to meditate on this and I would feel your 
presence there.
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I came to Krishna consciousness at the end of the 1990’s and I somehow always felt regretful that I missed 
out on so much of your association during those years. If only I came into the association of devotees 
early on while in high school, at least I would have had that opportunity. But chanting in Prabhupada’s 
room gave me solace over the years. This is because wherever Prabhupada is, you are also there, just like 
wherever Krishna is present, so are His pure devotees or associates.

In 2012, during a work trip to Bangalore, I took a flight to Mumbai and visited the Juhu temple for the first 
time. There, I was eager to visit Srila Prabhupada’s quarters, and by the mercy of your disciples there, my 
senior godsisters, I was engaged in cleaning Prabhupada’s room. I took advantage of spending time there 
to chant. I could clearly feel that the room was surcharged with not only Prabhupada’s presence but with 
yours as well.

In 2015, my family and I had the opportunity to spend time in Vrindavan. I appreciated the mornings very 
much when we had the opportunity to chant japa with you in Prabhupada’s quarters. I also relished the 
talk on Prabhupada that you gave in the adjacent room within Prabhupada’s quarters and the enlivening 
discussion with the devotees that ensued. Thank you for giving me such an opportunity and for being so 
merciful to us during our stay.

This year, there was a Zoom program hosted by ISKCON Malaga, Spain. After the program had concluded, 
you remained and chanted a few rounds of japa with the remaining devotees. Your chanting is always 
deep and full of attention and ecstasy. And somehow, even though I’m so inattentive in my japa, I no 
longer felt that I was chanting in front of my computer screen. Your pure chanting somehow rubbed into 
my impure consciousness and I began to feel happy and a sense of bliss. This was contrary to my mind’s 
usual morose disposition and apathy due to a lack of taste for the holy name. By your extreme mercy, you 
gave us a glimpse of what it is like to chant with full devotion, in the same way that Krishna gives some 
token mercy to a neophyte devotee and makes him feel ecstasy just to encourage him. I felt so close to you 
spiritually, even though separated by thousands of miles.

Guru Maharaja, although I find myself lacking in so many respects in my Krishna consciousness, through 
my reflections in this offering, I realize how you are giving and giving so much to us disciples. You have 
the innate ability to tap into each devotee and draw out our devotion. You can take nectar from a stock of 
poison. How you have invested selflessly in Prabhupada’s mission to deliver the fallen conditioned souls 
bears testimony. 

You never give up on us and in this way our transcendental debt to you keeps on increasing. 

Your instructions are pure and timeless and following them is what keeps us fixed and connected at 
your lotus feet. I therefore pray that I can forever remain connected to you by earnestly following your 
instructions.

Today, I wish you well on your Vyasa-puja and pray to Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari for your good health and 
well-being.

Your eternal and lowly servant,
Sudama dasa
Durban
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Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

On this very auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I pray and beg our most merciful Lordships to keep you 
very healthy and very safe in this very difficult time of Covid-19. 

We are all very indebted to your humble self for pouring unlimited nectar upon us through your classes, 
very devotional kirtans, and your sincere guidance. 

I pray daily to always reside at your lotus feet. 

Dear master, please be very merciful upon me—this very fallen soul—and give me strength to increase my 
taste to chant my japa better and better, to increase my taste to study and read Srila Prabhupada’s books 
daily for hours, and to continue to enjoy doing devotional service selflessly twenty-four hours a day.

All glories to our beloved Guru Maharaja. 

Sri Vyasa-puja maha-mahotsava ki jaya!
Your servant,
Svetadvip dasa
ISKCON Port Elizabeth

Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada 
and Sri Sri Radha Radhanath. All glories to Your Divine Grace.

I pray that you are well. Thank you for making time for the South African Vyasa-puja yesterday. I am so 
thankful to Nitya Manjari dasi for encouraging me and pushing me out of my comfort zone to present my 
offering to you live.

Below is my offering, I missed a few things as I spoke.

Guru Maharaja, I would like to thank you for all that you have done for my family and I. I am very grateful 
and undeservedly blessed.

I am feeling incredibly  inadequate to speak in front of all these exalted Vaisnavas. But I will just try to say 
how I am feeling.

I have been feeling very grateful recently.  I’m starting to notice small things and I am grateful for them.
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I am grateful to Srila Prabhupada for spreading Krishna consciousness to all places on the globe. Without 
him we would be wondering around miserably trying to find happiness in this material world. I am 
grateful for trying circumstances that force us against our will to surrender to Lord Krishna. 

I’m grateful for this pandemic because we get to hear great devotees that we may never be able to see here 
in South Africa. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to associate with devotees, and take darshan of the deities. Something 
that I surely always took for granted. 

I am grateful for this material body that allows me to practice Krishna consciousness.

And I am so grateful to you dear Guru Maharaja, you avail yourself for several programs weekly across the 
world. We get to see and hear you more now than ever before. We get to chant our japa with you. 

This feeling of gratitude is new to me; I feel that because I was introduced to Krishna consciousness as a 
child, that Krishna owes me. And I feel entitled to His mercy. But I am not. He showed me that. It is only 
by your mercy and patient care that I am attempting to be Krishna conscious again.

I am forever indebted to you dear Guru Maharaja, for not letting go of me even though there have been 
many reasons to do so. I have been of no use to you at all. I pray to one day be able to be of some use to 
you. Thank you for so gently taking care of me as I struggle through my Krishna consciousness.

And thank you for praying for me. That is so special to me as it’s supposed to be the other way around. I 
am supposed to serve you and help you in your mission to serve Srila Prabhupada. 

It is remarkable that a glorious personality like you who appeared in this world simply to save all of us 
conditioned souls would have the time for this insignificant and unworthy disciple. 

I am forever indebted. I pray to serve your divine lotus feet. I pray to  Lord Nrsingadeva for your protection 
and good health to enable you to complete your mission.

Aspiring to be your servant,
Your grateful daughter,
Sveta Manjari dasi
Durban

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my respectful obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to this 
most blessed event—your appearance day!
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On Sri Balarama Jayanti I was inspired to consider more carefully how you are truly the manifestation 
of Lord Balarama in my life. From the classes that I was grateful to hear from your lotus lips on that 
auspicious day, I developed a deeper appreciation of your remarkable and transcendental position. Those 
classes, pregnant with realizations also helped me understand I only have some significance because of 
my connection to you.

Lord Balarama is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, completely equal to Lord Krishna except for some 
pastime and form related aspects—Lord Balarama is whitish like the autumn cloud while Krishna is 
bluish-black like the monsoon cloud. Also, Lord Krishna is the only enjoyer of Srimati Radharani. Srila 
Jiva Goswami provides another difference between these two Lords. He mentions that if you ask Lord 
Krishna who is God, the Lord will point to Himself and reply, “Me.” And if you ask Lord Balarama who 
is God, He will answer, “Krishna is God.” So, while They are equal in all respects, there is a difference in 
consciousness or in attitude.

I was meditating on this, thinking that Lord Balarama, being the first expansion of the Absolute Truth, is 
so much the Supreme Person, more than anyone else, and yet He happily maintains the consciousness that 
He is not God. He derives supreme pleasure in serving Lord Krishna.

I am so infinitesimal, so puny in comparison to Lord Balarama. Yet, I disgracefully maintain the mood 
of being important, worthy of everyone’s honor, appreciation, and service. It just doesn’t make sense; 
shouldn’t it be easier for me considering my actual size. Then again, the influence of maya is one of 
bewilderment.

It takes strength to be humble, to realize one’s actual position. Immense conviction, patience, and 
determination is required to go against the relentless waves of opportunities and allurements to momentarily 
savor the experience of being superior. Lord Balarama is the source of all strength. Of course, He does not 
have to exert Himself in humility and service; that is His natural condition and preference.

On Balarama Jayanti, I prayed to the merciful Lord to bless me with spiritual strength to develop even a 
desire for savoring a humble disposition. As I held that meditation, I realized that many years back, Lord 
Balarama answered that prayer. By attaching me to your lotus feet, Lord Balarama gifted me the shelter of 
His ever gracious, ever patient, ever compassionate representative—Your Divine Grace.

It’s easy to see how you manifest the spiritual strength of Lord Balarama. Although you are so exalted, 
reputed, and respected, you are satisfied to not draw attention to your exceptional accolades in service 
to Srila Prabhupada. You are always excited at opportunities to highlight the saktyavesa activities of Srila 
Prabhupada and the services of others. You are naturally humble. Yet when necessary, you graciously 
accept recognition simply to purify us and to dutifully pass on the recognition to Srila Prabhupada. To 
balance the exceptional and genuine humility you possess with the responsibility of guiding disciples 
requires immense spiritual strength. 

I appreciate the many times you blessed me with spiritual strength through your engagement in service 
and gracious corrections and chastisements just to help me maintain the essential disposition of humility. 
Lord Balarama also humbles the living entities that get too far ahead of themselves, like he did with Rukmi 
and Romaharsana Suta. Your merciful humbling is, however, kinder, more gentle. Despite your blessings, 
I have faltered many times, but you have always retained me, never giving up on me.
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In the purport to Cc Adi 1.46, Srila Prabhupada writes:

“Without the attentive service of his parents, a child cannot grow to manhood; similarly, without the care 
of the spiritual master one cannot rise to the plane of transcendental service.”

I have seen your constancy in care for devotees over decades and the results manifest at the time of their 
passing—they are fixed in Krishna consciousness, rising to the plane of transcendental service. 

Srila Prabhupada continues:

“Only out of His immense compassion does the Personality of Godhead reveal Himself as the spiritual 
master. Therefore in the dealings of an acarya there are no activities but those of transcendental loving 
service to the Lord. He is the Supreme Personality of Servitor Godhead. It is worthwhile to take shelter 
of such a steady devotee, who is called asraya-vigraha, or the manifestation or form of the Lord of whom 
one must take shelter.”

You are the manifestation of Lord Balarama’s immense compassion. And I consider myself tremendously 
fortunate to be under the shelter of your lotus feet. Kam va dayalum saranam vrajema. So today, I offer my 
prostrated obeisances at the lotus feet of Lord Balarama for mercifully blessing me with an opportunity to 
serve His dear representative. I especially and gratefully prostrate myself before your divine lotus feet for 
choosing to give me shelter. And I plead to the host of devotees under your shelter to always be kind upon 
me and ensure that I always remain at your lotus feet.

Thank you, Guru Maharaja.

Your eternal servant,
Swarup Damodar dasa
Durban

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories 
to your divine self.

Dear Guru Maharaja,

Reading your book, I’ll Build You a Temple, describes your dedication to Srila Prabhupada and his institution 
ISKCON. It also reminds me of the commitment I made to you. The book puts in perspective the surrender 
one needs to have to guru and Krishna. No matter what the circumstances that surround oneself, the vow to 
serve Krishna is paramount.

The day of your Vyasa-puja is most auspicious for your disciples and well-wishers, for it is this day that is our good 
fortune to praise, appreciate, and glorify your transcendental qualities, and that you can deliver us from the miseries 
of the material world. Under your shelter, I hope to grow and appreciate the nectar of Krishna consciousness.
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Guru Maharaja, I hope that one day your greatness will dawn on me and the realizations you have and the 
devotion you have for Krishna will make me realize to follow in your footsteps.

Your servant,
Syamasundara dasa
Witbank

Hare Krishna dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories 
to Srila Prabhupada. I want to wish you a very Happy Vyasa-puja on this most auspicious day. 

I have heard so many messages glorifying Your Divine Grace and appreciated every single message as it 
pertains to your exemplary character, your undying commitment, your unlimited kindness, and your free 
flowing mercy. 

The struggles that you and Srila Prabhupada had to undergo in order to ensure fallen souls like me get saved is 
just too much for my limited understanding of suffering. How you endured such pain, suffering, and temptation 
is beyond this world. At the end it seems that whatever you endured has brought you nothing but bliss and now 
you are sharing all your pastimes through your books so that the world can benefit from these experiences. 

I have learnt that we should make a mountain out of a molehill of service that a devotee does, but how can I 
glorify that mountain of service you have done for Srila Prabhupada? I have no qualification to glorify your 
greatness but want to sincerely appreciate all that you and Srila Prabhupada have done for all of us on this 
planet. 

Srila Prabhupada and you have taught us everything in the volumes of books that have been written. Your 
books are teaching me practically how to achieve the ultimate goal by surrender and service.

You have shown your love for Srila Prabhupada by sincerely following his instructions and your success 
followed, just like Srila Prabhupada followed the instructions of his Guru Maharaja and his success 
followed. You emulate Srila Prabhupada and the entire ISKCON community looks for the association of 
Your Divine Grace. 

I am most fortunate to be your son, but I want to be a son that pleases his father. On this glorious day may 
I ask, “What can I do that will please my father?”

May you be blessed with many more Vyasa-puja’s, my dear Guru Maharaja.
Your fallen son,
Taruna Baladev dasa



286

My dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prahupada. All glories to your divine lotus feet. 
All glories to your Vyasa-puja.

Guru Maharaja, you have appeared in this material world just to save us, the fallen and conditioned souls, 
from this ocean of material existence, and take us back home, back to Godhead. 
Guru Maharaja, I feel very honoured to have you as my spiritual master. You are most certainly no ordinary 
human being. Thank you, Lord Krishna and Srila Prabhupada, for giving us our special spiritual father.

You are an ocean of mercy and compassion. You are a perfect disciple of a perfect master. Your smile 
captures an infinite number of souls. Guru Maharaja, it’s been many years without your physical presence 
here in South Africa, but thanks to the Zoom programs, we have the opportunity to have Your Divine 
Grace’s darshan. We are missing you dearly. 

Guru Maharaja, I cannot wait for this pandemic to be over so that I may be given the opportunity once 
again to come and serve you at your ashram. 

On this very auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, I beg for your mercy that I may become a dedicated 
disciple just as Your Divine Grace is dedicated to Srila Prabhupada. 

Guru Maharaja, please forgive me for any offenses that I may have caused knowingly or unknowingly.

I take shelter of your divine lotus feet.
Your most fallen daughter,
Thulsipriya devi dasi
Port Shepstone

My dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my respectful obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

“Srila Prabhupada acts through Your Divine Grace.”

Today Nicola Bhikha visited me to collect her second copy of I’ll Build You a Temple – The Juhu Story.” 
It was wonderful being in the personal association of a devotee again. We spoke about many things but 
the topic always reverted to Your Divine Grace. Nicola described how when she met you for the very first 
time, she strongly felt that, “Srila Prabhupada acts through Your Divine Grace.” She further confirmed 
that while reading The Juhu Book, that realization became even stronger.

Then I think of Mother Arca Vigraha who pleased Srila Prabhupada through Your Divine Grace by 
performing two crucial services (amongst many others)—nursing you back to health and building the 
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Vrindavan home for your service—and won his favor, thus attaining the ultimate most sought after 
destination of Sri Goloka Vrindavan.

How dear Srila Prabhupada is to Your Divine Grace and how dear you are to Srila Prabhupada; it is 
inconceivable yet the most perfect example of reciprocation between guru and disciple. What a beautiful 
way to show us what can be expected in the spiritual world: gopi-bhartuh pada-kamalayor dasa-
dasanudasah. By being the servant of the servant of the servant of the maidservants of Vraja, one can 
attain the highest position (and bliss) available.

We can only realize our great fortune by sincerely and faithfully serving your divine instructions, which 
will ultimately lead us to your Srila Prabhupada and the coveted position of gopi-bhartuh pada-kamalayor 
dasa-dasanudasah in the spiritual realm.

Thank you for bestowing the most precious gift of being the perfect via medium to Srila Prabhupada and 
the guru-parampara, Sri Panca-Tattva, and the Divine Couple, Sri Sri Gandharvika-Giridhari. 

Praying always for a drop of your mercy.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada’s man (and moon)!

Hare Krishna.

Your eternally grateful servant,
Varsabhanavi-devi dasi
Johannesburg

Our dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet repeatedly. All glories to Your Divine Grace. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

On this auspicious occasion day of your Vyasa-puja, we will begin the glorification of Your Divine Graces 
qualities:

You are most merciful, sympathetic, and loving.

Recently we went through some difficulty and, Guru Maharaja, we feel your love, care, and prayers which 
is what carried us through this period. Your magnanimity is boundless. Guru Maharaja, we are filled with 
guilt that we have taken service from you, our dear most spiritual master. No amount of thank you can 
do justice to how much we appreciate you and what you have done for us. In this lifetime we have been 
blessed with the causeless mercy of you, Guru Maharaja, and all the wonderful devotees. 
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You have so many disciples yet you find the time to reciprocate with every one of us.  Whenever anyone 
falls sick, you pray for them so sincerely to the Lord that He always answers your prayers.

You are most loving and magnanimous.

You have the biggest heart as you love all your disciples and the devotees equally. You fit all of us within 
your heart.

You are equipoised and fully surrendered to Lord Krishna. You are satisfied in any condition that the Lord 
has put you in and you accept it as the Lord’s grace.

You are grave in that you don’t talk unnecessarily, and all of your time is dedicated to chanting and 
preaching Srila Prabhupada’s and Lord Krishna’s glories. This is your life.

You are most faithful in that you have taken Srila Prabhupada’s instructions into your heart from a very 
early age and his instructions have become your life and soul’s commitment. You are a pure servant of a 
pure spiritual master.

You mentioned in one anecdote in your book, Watering the Seed, that you always want to remain Srila 
Prabhupada’s dog, meaning sa-natha. Sa-natha means “with master.” A dog with a good master is always 
happy, he holds his head up high, walks briskly and confidently, he wags his tail knowing that his master 
will maintain and protect him, so he has no anxiety. Guru Maharaja, Devaki and I also wish to be sa-
natha—with a master like you lifetime after lifetime.

You have created our good fortune by accepting us as your children although we are most unworthy and 
unqualified to even be associated with your divine self in any way.

Nevertheless, you have bestowed the greatest mercy on us. This is our good fortune in this lifetime.

We continue to pray for your wellbeing, as you have so much love and mercy to share with all of us on 
this earth planet.

Please continue to bless us, so that our bhakti in our hearts can grow with every passing day.

Your most unworthy servants,
Vasudev dasa and Devaki devi dasi 
Pretoria

Dear Srila Giriraj Swami Maharaja,

Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Holiness! All glories to your Sri 
Vyasa-puja celebrations! All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath!
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Maharaja, we feel very fortunate to be able to write these few words for this most blessed event, your Sri 
Vyasa-puja day.

While we are most certainly unqualified to do justice to this Sri Vyasa-puja offering, it is offered with 
sincerity. We are therefore begging your forgiveness for any offenses that we may make in our attempt to 
glorify you.

Vidanthie Mataji and I often reflect on our first meeting with you in Reservoir Hills at a krsna-katha 
program many years ago. We often wonder how different our lives would have been had it not been 
for that moment of meeting Your Divine Grace. Certainly, we concur that our lives would have been 
barren and completely non-spiritual to say the least. We would have been like many millions of jivas, just 
hankering after material acquisitions and trying to pursue material happiness. No doubt, we would have 
been miserable and completely void of empathy, love, compassion, humility, and kindness, to speak of a 
few qualities that we have learned to appreciate through associating with Srila Prabhupada’s family and 
Your Divine Grace.

Maharaja, Srila Prabhupada saw in you qualities that very few in this material world possess. He chose 
you because he knew that you would never fail him. You were indeed very special then and will always be 
special to Srila Prabhupada and Lord Sri Krishna.

You have touched so many lives in such a remarkable way. You are an oasis in this desert of material 
existence. Your endless kindness and mercy that you bestow upon all the fallen souls and more especially 
on us is nothing short of nectar that quenches our thirst and inspiration to continue on our spiritual 
journey. 

Maharaja, we are indeed very grateful to have you in our lives. We thank you for your kind association, 
encouragement in devotional service, and constant mercy that you shower upon us. Even amidst the 
turbulent times that we are all experiencing, you sacrifice so many hours and your fragile health to deliver 
the most inspirational and heartwarming classes from the divine literature that you are so adept at. Indeed 
we are very grateful for the many exciting Zoom classes that you have gracefully invited us to. 

Thank you, Maharaja. We pray that we will be able to please you and your disciples by engaging in your 
transcendental loving service. We are indeed indebted to you for giving us a chance to serve Lord Krishna, 
Srimati Radharani, and Srila Prabhupada.

On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, we pray that you bestow us with your mercy to be 
constantly engaged in your service, life after life.

Your aspiring disciples,
Visham and Vidanthie
Durban
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Dearest Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
All glories to Your Divine Grace.

How do I Glorify Thee?

How do I glorify thee
Who has given us eternal shelter? 
Like an umbrella covering the rain 
Filling our hearts, removing our pain

How do I glorify thee  
My master and eternal loving father
Showering us with abundant nectar  
Making us stronger, making us braver

How do I glorify thee
Who fans the flame of bhakti
Accepts my restless, immature mind
Always so loving, always so kind

 How do I glorify thee
Who has saved me from death
Given me new life and hope
The tools of knowledge, the mercy to cope

How do I glorify thee
When the moons and the stars sing
All glories to your service
It gives our heart and soul purpose

How do I glorify thee
Your prayers are our only savior
Your compassion and selfless love
Far beyond everything above

How do I glorify thee
As you keep rising our consciousness
The smile of a million suns bright
Your presence radiant, full of light

How do I glorify thee
As you engage us in the holy names
Selflessly giving us your time
Preaching endlessly with love sublime 
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How do we glorify thee
For your sacrifices of sweat and blood
Srila Prabhupada’s most perfect son
“I will build You a temple” and it was done

How do I glorify thee
What will I do without your grace?
I will turn into a beggar, helpless and lonely
Bless me with a drop to love you only

How do I glorify thee
We pray to never be separated
Your comforting words resound instead
There will be another ISKCON when we return to Godhead

How do I glorify thee
I try humbly to bow my head and my heart
Praying intensely, trying to follow the goal
Gurudeva, you are my heart, you are my soul

Your most fallen daughter,
Yamuna devi dasi
Durban
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Hare Krishna Hare Krishna 
 Krishna Krishna Hare Hare 

 Hare Rama Hare Rama 
 Rama Rama Hare Hare 
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Virtual Vani

English Blog
www.girirajswami.com
The main website regularly updated with new content.

FaceBook
https://www.facebook.com/giriraj.swami.acbsp
Giriraj Swami’s FaceBook page

YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_oMVRN61d42Q0JpAHEwSBw
Hours of ecstatic video content

Japa Sanga
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GRSJapaSanga
Chant japa with Giriraj Swami live on Facebook.

Giriraj Swami Sanga
https://www.girirajswami.guru/
Sanga and content for the disciples and friends of Giriraj Swami.

Soundcloud
https://soundcloud.cWWom/damodar-grs
Over 500 categorized lectures to stream or download

Radio Station
https://tunein.com/radio/Giriraj-Swami-Radio-s243096/
24 hour streaming talks by Giriraj Swami

Portuguese Blog
https://girirajswami.wordpress.com/
This website is regularly updated with content in Portuguese.

Spanish Blog
https://girirajswami.com/espanol/
This website is regularly updated with content in Spanish.
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